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he were killed his widow would still have The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Shortly we will
to continue to pay the rent for the house
she occupies and pay for the food and
clothing required for the children. Yet
those in charge of the Workers' Com-
pensation Act do nothing about this state
of affairs. I do not think that is sensible
in the year 1963. By no means do I think
it is just and reasonable, and it is high
time, as Dr. Hislop has pointed out, that
we had a good look at this Act to have it
completely overhauled and make it moare
in keeping with present day standards of
justice and fair treatment.

It is disappointing to goldfields' mem-
bers that apparently the committee which
the Minister appointed to investigate and
report on all aspects of miners' silicosis
and pneumoconiosis has not been able to
submit its report in time so that amend-
ments could be incorporated in this
Bill in line with its findings. I am not
critical of the Minister in that regard,
because I am sure that the delay in the
submission of this report is entirely beyond
his control: and we goldfields' members are
grateful that he had this committee
appointed. I am sure, when its report is
submitted, it will receive sympathetic
consideration by him.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I have not
received the report as yet.

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN: No, and I
was hoping that we could have done some-
thing about it in this session of Parliament,
but apparently the Minister -zannot make
any move as a result of its findings until
next year. At least we have done our
best. I am extremely disappointed over
this small measure. I do not think it Is
In keeping with what this House would
have liked the Government to sub-
mit. Most of us in this House would
have liked the Government to sub-
mit a more comprehensive and far
reaching Proposal than that which is con-
tained in this Bill. My present intention is
to express my disapproval by voting against
the second reading of this Bill, although I
might be misunderstood if I do that.
The handout proposed by the Bill is so
little and so inconsequential it could almost
be refused in the hope of expressing, in a
forthright manner. our disappointment
over such a minor proposal.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I know a
number of workers who would disagree
with you.

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I doubt
whether they would. It would be a ges-
ture of disapproval at the inadequacy of
the measure; and the fact that, perhaps, I
was pilloried for voting against the pro-
posal would highlight my views. How-
ever, I will give that a second thought.
Nevertheless, I hope that Mr. Rlon Thomp-
son or Dr Hislop may, perhaps, do some-
thing towards moving for a Select Corn-
inittee to inquire into this question.

have Select Committees for all sorts of
things.

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN: It looks as if
the Government is not prepared to give
this matter much consideration. If this
measure is the best proposition the Gov-
ernment can bring forward to amend the
Workers' Compensation Act, then it is
about time members set out to make
amendments themselves. The inadequacy
of this measure would justify such a step.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-Minister for Mines) 19.45 p.m.]: I pro-
pose that the Committee stage of this Bill
be taken at the next sittinxg of the House.
With that in view I ask that the Bill be
read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Hill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:'
SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-Minister for Mines) [9.46 P.M.]: I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 2.30 p.m. tomorrow (Friday).

Question put and Passed.

H-ouse adjourned at 9.47 p.m.

GponlatiurAoebf
Thursday, the 5th December, 1963

FIRST SITTING
(See pge 3741 for Second Sitting)
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
LAND RESUMPTIONS

Previous Owners, and Total Area

1. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:
What is the total area of land and
the number of owners from whom
larnd has been resumed (including
land in respect of which notice to
resume has been given) during the
terms of office of the present Gov-
ernment?

Mr. BRAND replied:
Total area of land-3,219 acres.
Number of owners-M,58.

2. This question was postponed.

SEWERAGE IN BELMONT
Extension of Main

3. Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) When will a start be made with

the first stage of the extension of
the sewerage main to the Belmont
industrial area as referred to in
the Loan Estimates?2

(2) In view of the considerable build-
ing and housing development
about to take place in Belmont
Avenue. Belmont, between Wright
Street and Fuiham Street, has any
consider ation been given to ex-
tending the sewerage main to
serve this development?

(3) Will he indicate the result of such
consideration?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) A start will be made early in 1964

on construction of a pumping sta-
tion and rising main to serve the
general area of South Belmont.

(2) and (3) This has been considered
and a proposal which will ulti-
mately serve this area has been
prepared. Progress of work will
depend on the availability of loan
funds and priority with other pro-
jects.

TEACHERS' ACCOMMODATION AT
QUAIRADING

Use of Panta pin School Quarters

4. Mr. GA=FR asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is it proposed to allow the shift-

ing of the old school quarters from
Pantapin to Quairading for use as
teachers' quarters?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) NO.
(2) These are State Housing Commis-

sion rental quarters and not de-
partmental.
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COUNTRY .UNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS SARDINES
Tleaching of Junior Certificate Subjects

5. Mr. GAYFER asked the Minister for
Education:

If Junior subjects that are neces-
sary for a child's chosen future
career are not taught at a coun-
try junior high school, will the
department pay a living-away-
from-home allowance to enable
the child to attend another school
where the necessary tuition is
available?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
Yes: but there are very few voca-
tions for which such a step is
necessary.

ENTERIC flISEASE
Measures to Combat

6. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Health:
(1) Is he aware of the Press warning

(see The West Australian, the 4th
December) by the Commissioner
of Public Health-
(a) that the incidence of enteric

disease increases with the
warmer weather;

(b) that one of the commission-
er's recommendations for re-
ducing infection was greater
emphasis on personal hy-
giene?

(2) Will he recommend to the Gov-
ernment as an aid to the reduc-
tion of such ailments-
(a) the installation of elbow or

pedal operated taps in State
school toilets and Wash-
rooms:

(b) similar facilities in other
public Places;

(c) similar Precautions be taken
by local authorities?

(3) Will he, if necessary-
(a) amend the Local Govern-

ment Act to ensure compli-
ance with (c) of (2);

(b) amend the Health Act to en-
sure compliance with all
recommendations?

Mr. ROSS HUITCHINSON replied:
(1) (a) and (b) Yes.

(2) and (3) The installation of elbow
and pedal operated taps in school
toilets. etc.. although possibly an
ideal, would represent a large
initial cost and a considerable
cost for maintenance, as such taps
are easily put out of action by im-
proper use.

it is therefore not considered
justifiable to make installation of
these taps obligatory.

Local Canning in Brine
7. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister

for Fisheries:

(1) Is he aware-
(a) That sardines can be netted

by the ton in close proximity
to Freman tle?

(b) That processing by canning in
brine could satisfy a local
demand for this product at
present imported from over-
seas sources?

Use in Fish Sausages
(c) That fish sausages constitute

a popular dish in Europe and
elsewhere and that local sar-
dines could afford the prin-
cipal ingredient for local
production?

Use for Fish Flour
(d) That fish flour-a high pro-

tein food-could, as overseas,
be processed from local sar-
dines?

Establishment of Industry
(2) As any or all of the above pro-

ducts could, as well as satisfying
local demand, become export
items to hungry millions to our
north, will he if approached as-
sist local enterprise with Govern-
ment finance or other assistance
to establish an industry as sug-
gested?

(3) As sardines could be processed in
brine at short notice, will he con-
sider including samples of this
product among items displayed in
the trade ship Centaur when this
ship visits Asian ports early in
1964?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:

(1) (a) Although no research work
has been carried out to assess
the sardine population, large
schools have been recorded in
the waters adjacent to Fre-
mantle and Rottniest Island.

(b) As far as the department is
aware, preliminary experi-
ments in processing sardines
in salt brine were not success-
ful.

(c) and (d) No.

(2) Much more detailed information
and research are required before
consideration could be given to
financial assistance for the estab-
lishment of such an industry.

(3) This Proposal is far too Premature.
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NATIVES IN SOUTH-WEST
Number Leaving School, and Employment

Prospects

8. Mr. MITCHELL asked the Minister for
Native Welf are:
(1) What would be the approximate

number of native children leaving
school this year in the South-
West Land Division?

(2) Has the department any plan to
see that these children are pro-
vided with employment?

(3) If not, will the department take
steps to see that-

(a) Employment is provided; or
(b) that provision is made for

further education until such
time as employment is pos-
sible?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) 177 native children will complete

their primary education this year.
90 will complete first-year high

school.
54 will complete second-year

high school.
26 will complete third-year high

school.

347 total.

It is not possible to know definite-
ly, but it is anticipated that about
150 of these will leave school at
the end of the current year.

(2) The department does assist natives
to find employment.

(3) (a)
(b)

Answered by No. (2).
There is no compulsory at-
tendance beyond the present
statutory age limit but, where-
ever necessary, the depart-
ment encourages. and assists
financially further education
beyond the minimum school
leaving age.

FLUORIDE IN TOOTHPASTE
Effect

9. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is he aware that the Dean of the

Faculty of Dental Science of the
University of Adelaide, Professor
A. Horsnell, claimed in Adelaide
on the 7th November of this year
that general evidence appears to
be: "that sodium fluoride in tooth-
paste isn't much good but stanis
fluoride in toothpaste could be
very eff ective"?

(2) What is the view of the appropri-
ate officers in the Medical Depart-
ment in this matter?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) No, but this agrees with the

recommendation of our own State
Health Council.

(2) The officers of the Health Depart-
ment agree with this.

GLENFORD CLOTHING FACTORY
Future of Property

10. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:
(l) What is the present position relat-

ing to the recently closed Glenfoz-d
Clothing Factory in Hay Street,
Subiaco?

(2) Are any moneys awing to the Gov-
ernment in connection with this
property?

(3) Who now owns the property?
(4) What action, if any, is likely to be

taken to dispose of the property?
(5) What type of activity, if any, is

being carried on in the factory at
the present time?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) The factory is being sold to S. Van

Dal & Co. Pty. Ltd. Most of the
equipment has been sold to West-
ern Australian clothing manufac-
turers.

(2) 'rhe purchase price will cover the
book value of the property.

(3) and (4) See answer to No. (1).
(5) S. Van Dal & Co. Pty. Ltd. is in

the process of transferring to the
factory to manufacture radiologi -
cal equipment much of which is
for export under arrangements
it has made for expanding its
activities.

GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT
Misrepresentation by Truck Salesmen

11. Mr. GAYFER asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) Is he aware that trucks have been

and are being sold by various
agents within this State to carry
a certain tonnage when in actual
fact the commodities that are re-
quired to be carried, such as wheat
and superphiosphate, cannot be
loaded without contravening the
tenth schedule, or the gross
vehicle weighat regulations?

(2) Can he advise if any action can be
taken against such misrepresenta-
tion by these companies who, in
full knowledge of the commodities
to be carried and the conditions
under which they are to be car-
ried, still claim the vehicle can
legally carry a certain load when.
In effect, it cannot?
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Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) As far as is known, agents are not

misleading prospective buyers of
motor wagons in respect of load-
ing capacity. Descriptive litera-
ture and other information con-
cerning carrying capacity is avail-
able from all agents. A study of
this literature shows the rate
of capacity in most cases as being
well within the provisions of the
Gross Vehicle (Weight) Regula-
tions.

(2) If the honourable member will be
more specific, I will cause inquiries
to be made.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Prosecution of Former Agent W. G.

Donohoe
12. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:"
(1) With reference to questions asked

on the 22nd August and not
answered for the reason given
that, "Investigations in this mat-
ter are being currently conducted1 "
when does be propose to honour
his promise to answer them?

(2) Is It normal for such inquiries as
were being made by the Police
Department in connection with
this matter to take longer than
three months as is the present
case?

(3) If "No." what special circum-
stances are the cause of the delay
which has occurred in completing
the investigations?

Mr.
(1)

CRAIG replied:
When the matter has been
fully investigated and a decision
reached.

(2) No, except in a case such as this
one.

(3) It was necessary to interview all
the witnesses shown on a list sup-
plied by Donohoe. Many of them
proved to be difficult to trace.
Some were out of the State. Two
had died. Crown Law advice was
recently obtained and additional
evidence is being sought in ac-
cordance with that advice.

MILK TREATMENT
Licensees

13. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

What are the names of the persons
or firms who are the actual holders
of treatment licenses under the
Milk Act and how many licenses
are held by each, respectively?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Peters Creameries (W.A.) Pty.

Ltd.: Wellington Loc. 1, Lot
117, Brunswick Junction;
Brownes Dairy Ltd. (subsidi-
ary company): Lot 75, Coolup;
Brownes Dairy Ltd. (subsidi-'
ary company): 299 Charles
Street, North Perth.

Sunny West Co-operative Dairies
Limited: Wellington Loc. 50A,
Lot 4, Roy Street, Harvey.
Sunny West Co-operative
Dairies Limited: Boyanup
Sunny West Co-operative
Dairies Limited trading as
"Sunny West Milk", (subsidi-
ary company): 118 Solomon
Street, Fremantle.

M. P. Bevan: 57 Johnston Street,
Collie.

Firle Dairy Pty. Ltd.: Kalgoorlie.
Masters Dairy Limited: 158 Stirl-

ing Highway, Claremont;
Masters. Dairy Limited: Har-
vey A.A., Lot 172, Wagerup.
Kielmans Dairy Pty. Ltd.
(subsidiary company): 366
Albany Highway, Victoria
Park.

Masters Dairy Limited: 86 Radium
Street, Bentley.

The treatment license issued on
the 12th November, 1963, to
Masters Dairy Limited for pre-
mises at 36 Radium Street. Bent-
ley, was issued to permit the treat-
ment of milk in the testing stages
of the new Plant which is to be
officially opened on the 6th De-
cember, 1963. An undertaking was
given by Masters Dairy Limited
that after a short running-in
period the new plant will take over
the function of Kielmans Dairy
Pty. Ltd. at Victoria Park and the
license applicable to Kielmans.
Dairy Pty Ltd. will be cancelled.
it is intended also that the treat-
ment operations will be removed
from Masters Dairy Ltd., Clare-
mont, and this will also be taken
over by the Bentley factory.

STATE DEPARTMENTS AT ALBANY
Housing Under One Roof

14. Mr. HALL asked the Premier:
(1) Is it the intention of the Gov-

ernment to erect State offices at
Albany for the purpose of housing
all State departments under the
one roof?

(2) If the answer is "No," can he
advise the reasons for the rejec-
tion of the proposal to house all
State Departments at Albany in
the old post office when vacated
by the P.M.Q.?
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Number and Rents Paid

(3) How many State departments are
there in Albany and what are the
names of the Government Depart-
ments?

(4) What rents are paid by the re-
spective Departments Yearly and
to whom are they paid in each
instance?

Adequacy of Housing
(5) Does he think that the Child Wel-

fare Department, Public Works
Department, Architectural Divi-
sion, State Housing Department,
Sewerage and Drainage Depart-
ment, and Engineering Branch are
adequately housed?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) Not at present. Problems of fin-
ance preclude any consideration
regarding a central office block.

(2) The building has been examined
by departmental architects and is
considered to be unsuitable.

(3) Harbour and Light Department
Crown Law Department, Police
Department, Agricultural Depart-
ment, Fisheries Department, Child
Welfare Department, State Hous-
ing Commission, Public Wgrks
Department--Country Towns Wat-
er Supply, Sewerage and Drainage,
and Architectural Division.

(4) Harbour and Light Department,
Crown Law Department, Police
Department, Agricultural Depart-
ment, Fisheries Department. Pub-
lic Works Department-Architec-
tural Division-are all housed in
Government Offices-no rent is
payable.

Child Welfare Department-E100
per year-Mrs. T. P. Bennett;
State Housing Commission-E214
per year-R. J. & J. C. Dumas:
Public Works Department Coun-
try Towns Water Supply, Sewerage
and Drainage-El.030 per year-
R. & 1. Bank.

(5) Child Welfare Department con-
sider that the offce int Albany is
adequate.

Public Works Department Archi-
tectural Division have been allo-
cated a further room in the Court
House and this will provide ac-
commodation suitable for the re-
quirements of the division.
State Housing Commission is ade-
quately housed.

Water Supply,, Sewerage and
Drainage, and Engineering bran-
ches of the Public Works Depart-

ment are ideally situated in the
town but the public space re-
quirements are inadequate.

PICKING OF WILDFLOWERS
Permits Granted

15. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Forests:
(1) Can he advise the number of per-

mits granted for the picking of
wildflowers under section 11 of the
Native Flora Protection Act since
its commencement?

(2) Were permits to pick wildflowers
granted by bin, other than under
section 11 of the Native flora Pro-
tection Act; if so, how many were
granted?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

(1) Yes-4l.
(2) Yes--three.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Desirable Maximum Number o/ Students
18. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for Edu-

cation:
(1) Can he advise what is considered

the maximum number of students
desirable for efficient training at
five-year high schools and three-
year high schools?

Numbers in Three-year and Five-
Year Schtools

(2) How many five-year high schools
in this State have over 600 stud-
ents attending?

(3) How many three-year high schools
in this State have more than 800
students attending and what are
the names of the schools?

(4) How many three-year high schools
in this State have fewer than 600
students attending, and what are
the names of the schools?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Opinions differ very widely on this

matter. There are schools of 300
and schools of over 1,500 in this
State, and the education offered in
both is equally efficient.

(2) Thirteen.
(3) Eight-Belmont, Bentley, Cyril

Jackson, Hamilton, John Forrest,
Melville, Scarborough, and Swan-
bourne.

(4) Nine-Bridgetown, Churohiands,
Eastern Hills, Harvey, Kalamunda,
Kwinana, Margaret River, Mt.
Barker, and Pinjarra.
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GRAIN HANDLING
Delays at Southern Cross

17, Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware that many farmers

are seriously delayed by the very
slow method employed in the re-
ceiving of grain at the Southern
Cross bulk bin installations neces-
sitating delays of up to two hours
in discharging of individual truck
loads and that the tempers of car-
riers have become considerably
frayed?

(2) If he is unaware of this situation,
will he make full inquiries and en-
deavour to rectify this unsatisfac-
tory situation?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd.

have five elevators receiving wheat
and one auger receiving barley at
Southern Cross. Excluding the
auger, the minimum rate of hand-
ling wheat with the five elevators
is 150 tons per hour. if this rate
of receival was maintained for the
full working day of 10 hours, it is
estimated that the total antici-
pated receivals of wheat this year
at Southern Cross would be
completed in 13 days. Some
delay is inevitable at the begin-
ning of each day because trucks
form a queue overnight and early
morning.
I am informed that last Tuesday
30 trucks were in the queue at
7.15 a.m. at Southern Cross when
receivals commenced. All these
plus later arrivals were unloaded
by 9 a.m. by which time there was
no wheat being delivered.

(2) Answered by No. (1).-

STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Transhipment of Goods: Liability for

Handling Costs
18. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for

Railways:
Who will bear the handling costs
and plant installation to be incur-
red in the transhipment of pyrites,
grain, superphosphate, salt, stock,
and all other commodities from
the Esperance rail system at
either Coolgardie or Kalgoorie to
the standard gauge rail system?

Mr. COURT replied:
Provision has been made in the
second schedule of the Railway
Standardisation Agreement No. 26
of 1961 to cover the installation of
transfer facilities for the tranship-
ment of commodities to and from
the Esperance branch.

The handling costs will he borne
by the department.

19. This question was postponed.

GOSNELLS CROSSING, FREMANTLE
ROAD

Provision of Railway Stopping Place

20. Mr. D, G. MAY asked the Minister
for Railways:

As many years will elapse prior to
the establishment of a rapid-
transit system in the Kenwick-
Armadale area, will he give fur-
ther urgent consideration to the
establishment of a railway stop-
ping place at the Gosnells cross-
ing, Fremantle Road, with a view
to providing a necessary facility
for the residents in that area?

Mr. COURT replied:
The reference to "many years" is
not understood. The Government
hopes to have the second phase of
the co-ordinated metropolitan
transport scheme-that is, the
Kenwick-Armadale sector-in op-
eration in about 12 to 18 months'
time, in which case the erection
of new stopping places in the
Kenwiek-Armadale area could
not be justified at this stage.

SPARROWS
Discovery in Carnarnaf

21. Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

on the 6th November he informed
the House that he had that day
received information that a pair
of sparrows had been found at
Carnamab and that the birds had
a nest of five eggs. Can he now
say whether the presence of two
sparrows at Carnamah was sub-
sequently confirmed and also whe-
ther the nest referred to him did
in fact exist?

Mr. NALDER replied:
It was not confirmed that the two
sparrows to which reference was
made on the 6th November had
inhabited the Carnamah area.
Investigation was made to deter-
mine the origin of these birds.
The matter is now in the hands
of the police.

FORESTS DEPARTMENT

Orders for Petroleum Products
22. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for

Forests:
(1) What is the method of ordering

used for the supplies of petroleum
products to his department?
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(2) If by tender-
(a) how often are tenders called;
(b) who was the successful ten-

derer and for what period was
the contract?

(3) What brand of petrol has been
used during the years 1959 to 1963
inclusive?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) to (3) All petroleum products for

the Forests Department are pro-
cured through the Government
Stores Department and tenders
are called by the Government
Tender Board.

Mr. Tonkin: Why did it take you so
long to get that answer?

FISHING FLEET
Shelter Pens at Fremantle and

Geraldton
23. Mr. SEWELL asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) What action is being taken to pro-

vide "shelter pens" for units of
the fishing fleet at Fremantle and
Geraldton?

(2) How many of these "pens" will be
provided at-
(a) Fremantle;
(b) Geraldton?

(3) What yearly charge will be
made to fishermen leasing these

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) The construction of 36 mooring

pens at Geraldton has commenced.
Pens will be allocated under lease
to individual fishing boat owners.
No pens are scheduled for F're-
mantle and none have been con-
structed.

(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) Lease rates of pens have not yet

been finalised. Basic agreement
has yet to be reached with the Li-
censed Fishermen's Association.
Rates suggested are £20 per an-
num per pen, plus 5s. per foot per
annum. on length of vessel.

SAFFRON THISTLE
Infestation, and Control Measures

24. Mr. BURT asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware of the tremendous in-

crease this year in the spread of
the weed saffron thistle which is
rapidly taking control in the east-
ern and north-eastern goldfields
and the Murchison districts?

(2) What measures are being taken
by-
(a) the Agricultural Department:
(b) the relevant shire council:
to combat this serious meinace?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) Seasonal conditions, particularly

in the eastern and north-eastern
goldfields areas, have favoured
new growth of saffron thistle this
year.

(2) The Agriculture Protection Board
and shire councils have under-
taken a programme with a view to
arresting the spread of saffron
thistle in these areas.

COUNTRY SHIRE COUNCILS
Variations in Rates

25. Mr. H. MAY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:
(1) Further to my question No. 9 on

the notice paper dated Wednes-
day, the 4th December, 1963, with
regard to the shire council's varia-
tion of rates and the Minister's
reply, I wish to quote as follows:-
(a) H. and D). Z. Drabble: Collie

Shire Council, Wellington,
Part 4133 Assessment No. 2828
U.C.V. Amended, rate in the
£, is. Current combined rate
£60 12s., arrears nil. Services,
current nil, arrears nil. Total
due £60 12s.

(b) J. E. Jenkins:, Upper Black-
wood Shire Council (Beni,
Ward). No. of Assessment 79,
Los. 1990, 1989 and Part 4085.
U.C.V. £380. amount £6 2s. 9d.,
rate in the £, 317d.

(c) E. H. and J. M. Reaper: Wel-
lington Locs. 1785. 6 anid 7,
440 acres, U.C.V. £689. rate in
the £, Is. Total due £34 9s.
Wellington Loc. 1891, 154
acres, U.C.V. £271, rate in the
£, Is. Balance of Reaper's
land in the Shire of West
Arthur is rated at 5d. in the
2.

(2) in view of the above, will he have
a further cheek made of the fig-
ures in his reply?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) and (2) The question asked on

the 4th December gave one rate
only for each of the three dis-
tricts. The answer indicated that
in Collie the rates ranged from
81d. to Is. 3d.; in Upper Blackwood
from 31d. to is. I1id.; and in West
Arthur the towusite rate was on
annual values and had not been
mentioned in the question.
The Collie rates do include one
ward at is. in the £, the other
ward, which was not mentioned.
being Is. Id. The answer was not
intended in any way to mislead
but to point out that it was not
correct to say that the rates of
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the Collie Shire Council were Is.
in the £, but in actual fact range
from 84*d. to 1s, 3d.
A comparison of the rural rates
indicates that these are from 31d.
in Upper Blackwood to Is. Id. in
the case of Collie, and the answer
given on the 4th instant that the
rates are levied to meet the ex-
penditure incurred by the council
Is still perfectly correct. It is a
matter of the policy of the coun-
cils concerned as to the amount
of expenditure they incur, and
their ratepayers have the right to
control that expenditure by elect-
ing suitable council members.

*However, there can be variations
*in rates also, depending on whe-
ther the valuation is an old one or
a new one; hence it is difficult to
compare the rates in different dis-
tricts without having knowledge
also of the valuation. The real
test of rating is the amount which
is to be paid by the individual and
the services which he receives in
return.

RAILWAYS DEPARTMENT
Petroleum Products: Method of Ordering

and Contract
26. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for

Railways:
(1) What is the method of Ordering

used for the supplies of petroleum
products to-

(a) railways;
(b) railway road services?

(2) If by tender-
(a) how often are tenders

called:
(b) who was the successful

tenderer and for what
period was the contract?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) (a) and (b) By public tender

through the Government
Tender Board, except in the
case of minor quantities of
oils of a special nature for
which quotations are invited
by the Comptroller of Stores,
Railways, as and when re-
quired.

(2) (a) Except for distillate, tenders
are invited annually. In the
case of distillate, tenders were
invited for a three-yearly
period, which, owing to the
inability of the department to
erect bulk storage tanks, has
been extended to approxi-
mately five years.

(b) Superheater steam Cylinder
oil-straight mineral: Wes-
tern Oil Refining Co. Pty.
Ltd.

Locomotive bearing oil: Wes-
tern Oil Refining Co. Pty.
Ltd.

Railway car and wagon axle
oil: Western Oil Refining
Co. Pty. Ltd.

Stationary diesel engine oil:
Western Oil Refining Co.
Pty. Ltd.

Automotive engine oil B.P.
(Aust.) Limited.

Automotive Transmission
Oil-
(1) Straight mineral: West-

ern Oil Refining Co.
Pty. Ltd.

(2) Extreme pressure stan-
dard: B.P, (Aust)
Limited.

Machinery Oils--
(1) Straight mineral: Wes-

tern Oil Refining Co.
Pty, Ltd.

(2) High-grade R.O.F.: The
Shell Co. of Aust. LWd.

Soluable cutting oil: Castrol
Ltd.

Residual type lubricating oil:
Caltex Oil (Aust.) Pty Ltd.

Flushing oil (a) "A"l normal:
Western Oil Refining Co.
Pty. Ltd.

Light quenching oil: Western
Oil Refining Co. Pty. Ltd.

Two-stroke motor oil: Nep-
tune Oil Co. Pty. Ltd.

Wheel bearing grease: Nep-
tune Oil Co. Pty. Ltd.

Chassis grease light (a) Soda
base: Caltex Oil (Aust.) Pty.
Ltd.

Chassis grease heavy: Nep-
tune Oil Co. Pty Ltd.

Water pump grease: Caltex
oil (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.

Cup grease: H. C. Sleigh
(W.A.) Pty. Ltd.

Ball and roller bearing grease:
Mobil Oil Aust. Pty. Ltd.

Multi-purpose automotive
grease lithium base: The
Shell Co. of Aust. Ltd.

Graphited grease: Ampol
Petroleum Ltd.

Mineral turpentine grade "B"
low aromatic: Mobil Oil
Aust. Pty. Ltd.

Motor spirits, kerosenes: B.P.
(Aust.) Limited, Mobil Oil
Aust. Pty. Ltd,, Caltex Oil
(Aust.) Pty. Ltd., Ampol
Petroleum Ltd., Neptune
Oil Co. Pty, Ltd., H. C.
Sleigh (W.A.) Pty. Ltd., The
Shell Co. of Aust. Ltd.

Engine Oil-
"X" Class diesels: B.P.

(Aust.) Limited.
"Y" Class diesels: Mobil

Oil Aust. Pty. LWd.
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"All Class diesels, Caltex
Oil (Aust.) Pty, Ltd.

"C" Class diesels;. EP.
(Amst.) Limited.

"B" Class diesels: B.P.
(Aust.) Limited.

Distillate f uel-
ex North Freinantle: BtP

(Aust.) Limited.
ex Esperance: Mobil Oil

Aust. Pty. Ltd.
ex Geraldton: The Shell

Co. of Aust. Ltd.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
VENEREAL DISEASE

Increased Incidence and Measures to
Combat

I. Dr. HENN: I apologise for not giving
the Minister for Health notice of this
question, but it is possible I will not be
able to ask it tomorrow-at least I
hope so. The question is as follows:-
(1) Did the Minister see an article

recently in one of the leading
newspapers which stated that the
incidence of venereal disease was
on the increase in Perth?

(2) If so, would he be goad enough to
inquire of his department, and
would he takce steps to curb it and,
if possible, completely eradicate
it?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Yes, I did
see the article in the Press re-
cently indicating that there was
an increase in the incidence of
venereal disease. I am not au fat
with the latest figures in regard to
the matter, but I will have in-
quiries made at my office, and
endeavour to find out what the
trend Is and whether the figures
are going up or down or remain-
ing static. I will play mny part in
doing what I can to reduce the
incidence.

MILK TREATMENT
Transfer of Masters .Dairy

2. Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minister
far Agriculture:

Relative to the Minister's answers
to question No. 13, wherein he
said that Masters Dairy treatment
plant would be transferred to an-
other location, can I assume from
that that no longer will the plant
in Stirling Highway be operated?
If so, this Is going to be a relief
after a great number of years to
nearby residents.

Mr. NALDER replied:
Yes; but I cannot indicate when
it will be. I understand it will be
in the near future.

RAIN-DAMAGED ROADS
Assistance to Local Authorities for

Repairs
3. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Works:
Can he advise the House whether
the Main Roads Department has
made a determination as to what
finance will be made available fr
the repairing of pot-hole damage
to roads caused by the heavy
rainfall this year?

Mr. WILD replied:
I do not think a complete assess-
ment has been made, but the
Commissioner of Main Roads has
advised individual shires to put in
their claims; and, as far back as
two months ago, the green light
was given to go ahead on the
understanding that a, final adjust-
mient would be made later on. I
suggest to the honourable member
that if he has any Particular
shire in mind he get it to put in
a claim immediately.

Mr. Hall: Very well.
SPARROWS

.Discovery in Carnamak
4. Mr. CORNELL:- Regarding a question

I asked about sparrows at Carnamab,
it looks as though the police are going
to get the bird here.
Mr. Craig: It would not be the first

time.
Mr. CORNELL: As the origin of these

sparrows seems to be in. doubt,
I ask the Minister for Agriculture
to ask the police to extend their
investigation to ascertain whether
the sparrows were in fact in good
health when they arrived at Car-
namab, or whether rigoar mortis
bad already set in.

Mr. NALDER: When the Police De-
partment. makes its Investigations
I presume a full report will be
made available.

METROPOLITAN REGION
DEVELOPMENT

Swan River Foreshore Reclamation
Motion-Ruled Out

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion, from the 4th December, of the debate
on the following motion by Mr. Wild
(Minister for Works):

That this House do consent, pur-
suant to section twenty-two of the
Swan River Conservation Act, 1958, to
the resumption and filling in of an
area of about nineteen acres of the
Swan River as shown in the plan de-
posited in the Main Roads Depart-
ment and marked M.R.D., W.A. No.
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307'? and therein coloured green, and
as so shown in the copy of that plan
laid on the Table of the House, and
that the Legislative Council be re-
quested to so consent.

Point of Order

Mr. TONKIN: Distasteful as it may be
to some, and inconvenient as it may be to

'them and to others, it is my plain duty
to draw your attention, Mr. Speaker, to
the fact that this Order of the Day is not
properly on the notice paper, and cannot
be debated. In a democracy it is essential
that the proceedings of Parliament shall
he carried out strictly in accordance with
the rules, and expedition shall not be per-
mitted to take charge and the rules be put
aside.

You will recall, Sir, that yesterday I
fired a warning shot at the Government
in connection with this matter, not wishing
to take a sitting shot at it as I could have
done. But no heed whatever was taken of
the warning shot, and the Government
proceeded on its merry way, and asked for
leave of the House for it to proceed to ride
roughshod over the Standing Order. if
you look at Standing Order 209, Mr.
Speaker, you will see there is a complete
prohibition against the action the Govern-
ment has taken. Standing Order 209 reads
as follows:-

No Member shall make any Motion,
initiating a subject for discussion, but
in pursuance of Notice openly given at
at previous sitting of the House. and
duly entered on the Notice Paper. It
shall, however, be in order at any time,
to move, without previous Notice, that
any resolution of the House be com-
municated by message to the Legis-
lative Council.

The appropriate section of this Stand-
ing Order is the first section, and it
clearly establishes a complete prohibition
against the course of action upon which
the Government has embarked. of course
that just cannot be permitted. I know
there are some members who believe that
Parliament is supreme, and can do what
it likes; but that is a fallacy. If it
were not a fallacy, when the Com-
monwealth Government decided to nation-
alise banking, banking would have been
nationalised: but it was not, despite the
decision of the Commonwealth Parliament,
because the course it took was unconsti-
tutional,

Our Standing Orders provide the Consti-
tution of Parliament. They were adopted
by the Assembly on the 2nd February,
1891, and approved by the Governor on. the
5th February. 1891. This particular Stand-
ing Order has never been amended. There
is a way in which the Government could
have got around the difficulty if it so
wished, It could have moved to suspend the

Standing Order; but it did not do so. This
Standing Order, not being suspended, must
stand in the way of the course the Gov-
erment is determined to follow. You,
yourself, established, dM.% Speaker, in reply
to my question Yesterday that no previous
notice Was given; therefore, the require-
ment of the Standing Order has not been
met. You will readily agree, I think, Sir,
that there is no room for argument on this
question. It is not arguable at all.

It is perfectly obvious the requirement
of the Standing order which is in exist-
ence has not been met. Notice was not
previously given; and it is not for this
H-ouse, however much it may desire to do
so, or however expedient it might be for
the Government to do so. to give leave to
override this Standing order. This House
could have agreed to the suspension of
the Standing Order on due notice of such
suspension; or the Premier could have
moved without notice and got an absolute
majority.

But no such action was taken. The Op-
position would be prepared to co-operate
with the Government in this matter in
order to get over the difficulty to provide
an absolute majority for the suspension
of the Standing Order, on the understand-
ing that it remain suspended for the
rest of the session, and that its suspen-
sion will leave the way open for any reso-
lutions from this side of the House, as
well as from the Government side. But
in no other circumstances would we co-
operate on this. A Standing Order can-
not be utilised for the advantage of one
section in the Parliament.

In some cases where points of order are
raised there is room for a difference of
opinion; but I submit that in connection
with this matter you have no such room
to manoeuvre at all. There is your Stand-
inga order which you, Sir, are bound to up-
hold. It shows the path as clearly as
crystal. There is the requirement that,
before any motion moved by any member
initiating a subject for discussion-and
that is what this motion does-can be
moved, prior notice must have been given
of that, and the notice of the motion
must appear on the notice paper.

Prior notice of the motion was not given,
and therefore it did not appear on the
notice paper; and, accordingly, the motion
is improperly on the notice paper and can-
not be properly debated.

speaker's Ruling
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I have

been asked to determine whether the re-
quirements of Standing Order 209 have
been complied with in connection with this
motion. I must agree with the Deputy
Leader of the opposition that the re-
quirements of that Standing Order have
not been complied with: and, therefore,
the motion is out of order.

Motion thus ruled out.
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ABATTOIRS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Council's Amendments
Amendments made by the Council now

considered.
In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. 1. W.
Manning) in the Chair: Mr. Nalder (~M-
ister for Agriculture) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Amendment No. 1
made by the Council is as follows-

No. 1.
Clause 3, page 2-Delete para-

graph (c) in lines 17 and 18.
Mr. NALDER: Both these provisions are

in the present Act, and the Parliamentary
Draftsman considered this amendment was
necessary. It would not make any differ-
ence, and I move-

That amendment No. 1 made by the
Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Amendment No. 2 made by the Council is
as follows:-

No. 2.
Clause 3, page 2-Delete para-

graph (d) in line 19.
Mr. NALDER: The same applies to this

amendmnent. I move-
That amendment No. 2 made by

the Council be agreed to.
Question Put and Passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
Report

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1963-1964

In Committee of Suppl-y
Resumed from the 4th December, the

Chairman of Committees (Mr. I. W. Man-
ning) in the Chair.

Votes: Industrial Development, £312,600;
North-West, £3,633,203-

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Industrial Development and Minister for
the North-West) [2.52 p.m.]: The vote is
actually that of industrial development.
I presume we will follow the same course
as in the past and deal with the two votes
at the same time; that is, the Department
of industrial Development, and the De-
partment of the North-West.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
The Minister can introduce them both at
the same time.

Mr. Hart: I am afraid it is difficult for
members to hear, so I wonder if the Min-
ister could speak up.

Mr. COURT: I was seeking your guid-
ance, Mr. Chairman, rather than speak-
ing to the Committee at the time, as to
whether I should proceed to introduce the
votes for the Departments of Industrial
Development and the North-West at the
one time. You have said that that is the
correct procedure, and that I will do.

On the question of the north-west I
think I should make some comment with
reference to the. State Shipping Service,
because it has figured in Press comments
of recent times and is, at the present time,
very much under discussion with the
Grants Commission. The Government is,
as will all members of the Committee be.
concerned at the fact that this service is
operating at a very high deficit-a deficit
which, an present indications, will increase
this year over that of last year; and, in
turn, 1964 is expected to be higher than
1963. There are, as members know, some
considerable difficulties in operating this
particular service. It has to be realised
that the service is operated for a special
purpose to provide transport for an area
which is thinly populated, where distances
are great, and where it has been imprac-
ticable until recent times, to have direct
access on a reliable basis by road.

it can be truly said that in the early
days the State Shipping Service was the
lifeline, so far as transport was concerned,
of all places in the north-west, the Kim-
berleys,' and right around to Darwin.
Members will know that there is an ar-
rangement whereby the freight rates to
Darwin are determined on a different basis
per mile to the freight rates up as far as
Wyndham. In other words, we have a
greater concession as far as Wyndham
while operating as an intrastate service as
compared with an interstate service that
operates to Darwin. It has been accepted
over the years by the Grants Commission
and by the Commonwealth that this ser-
vice should be subsidised, and it is ex-
pected to operate at a deficit. However,
we cannot expect this deficit to be ignored
and allowed to get out of hand.

It is because of this that the position
has been under review, not only by the
Government, but also by the Grants Com-
mission from time to time. The Govern-
ment took early action to bring in Cap-
tain Williams, who is acknowledged as
one of the foremost shipping authorities
in Australia, if not the foremost. The
contents of his report are known to Par-
liament. They have been discussed in this
House before; and, in many respects, they
have been acted upon by the Government.
One of the main recommendations he
made was for the establishment of a com-
mission, but that commission would require
statutory approval and that legislation has
not been introduced, nor will it be until
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the Government is satisfied it can consti-
tute a commission which would make a
Practical contribution to the operation of
the service in the north.

There are, of course, times when very
severe criticism is levelled at the
State Shipping Service. People consider
economies should be effected; but I want
to remind members that in operating this
service there are two things that largely
govern the economics of it, outside the
other natural disabilities the service suffers
from long distance and dispersed popu-
lation. One is the Commonwealth Naviga-
tion Act, and the other is the industrial
conditions under which intrastate and in-
terstate ships have to be operated. In the
past, the service has more or less been con-
fined to ships of a type which could be
handled at the northern ports. Another
factor inifluencing the ships' size has been
the slipway at Fremantle. In the past,
these ships have had to be of such a
type that they could sit on the bottom
when the tide was out in Ports like Broome
and Derby. Some of our ports, such as
Port Hedland and Broome, are very much
restricted because of the tides, and it is
easy for ships to be neaped. This means
the timetables of operating the ships are
largely governed by the tides, and that
can bring economic difficulties.

It is not only a question of the extra
time a ship is at sea, but also the over-
time that accrues, and other industrial
conditions, plus the effect it could have
within the ports themselves when these
ships are neaped and held in ports longer
than would normally be the case.

We feel that Mr. Owens, the General
Manager-having regard for the charter
under which the State Shipping Service
operates and other difficulties that are in-
herent in that service-has done a very
good job. It has been acknowledged by
shipping people and reported upon by
Captain Williams in his report that Mr.
Owens is well regarded in shipping circles
as a good administrator and a most con-
scientious officer. I mention that, because
he has a big problem in trying to deal
with the economics of this service.

The general trend in ships today is to
build them of a bigger tonnage. The eco-
nomics of bigger ships are obvious; and
it is a trend that has taken place through-
out the whole world. For instance, we see
the introduction of the Centaur. This is
a very modemn ship of about 71,000 tons,
fully air-conditioned. It is able to carry
about 198 passengers, a considerable
quantity of livestock, and a substantial
amount of cargo; and it also has refriger-
ated space. In fact, this vessel represents
practically everything that one could re-
quire in a ship that is to work the trade
between Singapore, Malaya, and Fre-
mantle.

It is a fast ship and it has the capacity
to carry considerable quantities of live-
stock under virtually air-conditioned con-

ditions; and this adds to its value as a
traiding ship between F'remantle and Singa-
Pore. This is a case where one modemn
ship, because of its style, speed, and
modernity, will be able to replace two ships
-the Gorgon and the ChaTon, which are
roughly the same size ships as we operate
in our State Shipping Service.

Mr. Rhatigank: The Centaur will be able
to use the port at Derby.

Mr. COURT: Yes. The Centaur was
built by negotiation between the Govern-
ment and the Blue Funnel Line so that
it can sit on the bottom. This is rather
an unusual feature for a ship of that size;
but in view of the possibility of there be-
ing some delay in the provision of a deep-
water port in the West Kimberleys, they
agreed to build it so that it could go into
Derby and sit on the bottom if necessary
until such time as the deep-water port
is built in the West Kimberley area.

The advantage of the bigger ships is,
of course, that the executive personnel on
them are in a better ratio to the overall
earning capacity of the ship. I understand
that we can have a ship three times the
size of our present ships and still manage
comfortably with the same executive per-
sonnel. Also, as the tonnage increases
there is not a corresponding increase in
ratings on the ship. This all improves
the economics.

This all points to the fact that, in time,
and when suitable ports are available in
the north, it is logical and sensible-and,
in fact, it is the only way the service can
survive-that we study this aspect: that
is, greatly improved economics of bigger
ships. in other words, we will need fewer
ships, but better and bigger ones to give
a better service than operates at present.

The advent of the port at Broome as
a deep-water port will itself improve the
economics of the State Shipping Service.
If the Mt. Goldsworthy group is success-
ful in establishing its port at Port Hed-
land, this in itself could completely change
the operating conditions of that port. As
members know, that is a difficult port even
for small ships to operate in. It is re-
strictive as to tonnage and length, and it
is so very easy for a ship to be neaped
at Port Hedland. If a major port for
large ships is developed it should be prac-
ticable for us to develop part of that port
in a way to enable the State Shipping
Service to operate in deep water all the
time, without the problem of being neaped.

Mr. Rowberry: What do you mean by
"neaped"?

Mr. COURT: They are caught in the
harbour by neap tides. It is possible to
be caught in Port Hedland for up to five
days. In fact, I have known a manganese
ship to be caught on the tides and de-
layed for five days. Apparently the people
who chartered the ship did not under-
stand the tides as well as our State Ship-
ping Service personnel. It is a very
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treacherous area in view of the fact that
there is a bar outside Port Hedland which
influences the depth of water. Inside the
harbour there is an S. bend which governs
the length of a ship which can enter the
Port.

If C.R.A. is successful further down the
coast, that again could be another solution
whereby ships would be able to operate
in and out of the efficient ports. Then,
of course, we are encouraging B.H.P. in
the Onslow area because that again would
make operations much more easy in that
Part of the coast.

So the pattern so far as ports are con-
cerned is probably better in prospect today
than it ever has been in the north. How-
ever, I repeat that one of the great factors
influencing the economics of the State
Shipping Service is the absence of efficient
ports where ships can go in and out freely.
This reflects in the operations of a service;
and it has been my responsibility today
to explain this in some detail to the
Grants Commission, although I found that
the chairman had done a lot of research
on this, and had a very sound knowledge
of the problems that confront us.

I mentioned earlier the fact that our
ships have, to a large extent, been in-
fluenced by these ports, but the situation
has also been influenced by the slipway
at Fremantle. We had a ship here, the
Koolinda, which could not go on to the
slipway at Fremantle, and every now and
then it had to be sent east to be slipped
at one of the ports there where there was
a suitable slipway. There it underwent
surveys, and any necessary repairs were
made while it was in dock. It was always
expected that both the Koolama and the
Kangaroo could use the slipway at Fre-
mantle. As members know, the Koolama
was acquired by the previous Government
and the Kangaroo has come into service
during the term of this Government.

Mr. Rhatigan: The contract was signed
by the previous Government.

Mr. COURT: I was coming to that.
The contract was signed just before the
election in 1959-in some haste, I might
add. Subsequently, we were in difficulties
because of this. It so transpires now that
there is grave doubt on the part of the
engineers-who have done further sur-
vey work-as to whether the slipway
can safely take these two ships. We are
examining at present the best way of
handling the situation because we do not
want to have to send our State ships to
other States to be surveyed and repaired.

Mr. Rowberry: Why not get Menzies to
build a dry dock?

Mr. Bickerton: How will you handle
the bigger ships YOU propose if you can-
not handle the present ones?

Mr. COURT: I am coming to that. The
whole point highlights the necessity for
suitable facilities on our coast to handle
ships of this type. At the moment our

ships are small, but in the ultimate we
must cater for big ships. We will have
the ports in the north capable of handling
these bigger ships, and I sincerely hope
that by then we will have adequate facili-
ties on our coast for handling ships not
only of the present size, but of a bigger
size.

Mr. J. Hegney;, It would create employ-
ment.

Mr. COURT: All these things do. We
establish them and they give some stimulus
to employment.

The other important question is that of
road transport. This is a vexed question
in the north, but the fact remains that
there has been a tendency on the part of
those in the north to use road transport
more and more. There is a committee
investigating this matter, headed by Mr.
Howard of the Transport Board, with Mr.
McGuigan, Administrator of the North-
West: and Mr. Owen, of the State Ship-
ping Service. They have done a thorough
survey over some months, collecting such
local information as they can, and the
Government has to make a decision in
the new year-and I think it will be in
February-as to the extent to which road
transport can be allowed to operate in the
lower area; and I refer to the area from
Onslow south, possibly to the detriment,
and ultimately to the exclusion, of the
State Shipping Service.

This is something the Government is
not determining lightly, because we have
to watch the bigger picture. We have to
see the trend in respect cf the BlI.P, de-
velopments in the Ashburton area. Mem-
bers can be assured we will be going into
this matter very carefully. However, the
fact remains that there is continuing pres-
sure on the Government to allowv the free
entry of road transport into the northern
area.

At present, under the State Transport
Co-ordination Act, north of the 26th
parallel there is no restriction at all. How-
ever, transport into the area and out of
it is subject to the provisions of the State
Transport Co-ordination Act; and in this
regard Meekatharra ard Qeraldton, as
pick-a-back railheads, Q-te playing an Im-
portant part.

It has been suggested that passengers
carried on the State Shipping Service are
large contributors to the loss. Research
has been done over the last four years on
this, and to my surprise it does not con-
firm that point of view. It is a fact that
the passengers are not a profitable busi-
ness, particularly under the old scale of
fares; but it is also a fact that we have
I'D'-class ships which are very inefficient.
They are now, of course, getting a bit old
and are not special-purpose type ships.
They were bought "off the shelf" at the
time they were required. It is a fact, how-
ever, that comparing, say, the Korlarra
with the flelamere-to use a specific case
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-the economics of the passenger ships as
against the freighters are not very much
worse, if at all.

It is not, I repeat, a very good compari-
son because the Delamere, Dorrigo, and
Dulverton are "D"-class ships, which we
would not contemplate buying today. They
were probably very acceptable when they
were acquired, as ships were then bard to
buy. The fact remains, however, that we
would not buy that type of ship today,
because they are uneconomic in operation
and they would not fit in to the pattern
I have suggested by which we will eventu-
ally have bigger ships.

There has been some criticism-and
strong criticism-by members from time
to time of the passenger arrangements.
This criticism has not been made in the
House, but privately to me, and it has been
in relation to the booking of accommoda-
tion by passengers on the State ships. it
has to be accepted that these ships
operate primarily for the north-west re-
sidents and not for tourists. That has been
the guiding factor. It has brought forth
some anomalies, however, because we have
had the case of a ship that has gone
north and someone has written to rue and
complained that there were six cabins
unused on the ship; and, on investigation,
we have found that to be true. When we
follow the matter further, we find that
the six cabins were being kept for bona
flde residents of the north who were com-
ing down on, probably, the first holiday
th ey had had for years. In my opinion,
we are entitled to give those people first
priority in respect of accommodation for
the south-bound journey.

We have had great difficulty in getting
people to accept one-way bookings on the
State ships. However, as a result of dis-
cussions between the State Shipping Ser-
vice and M.M.A., an arrangement has been
worked out in recent times which I think
will ensure a much greater use of the
berths and will overcome the anomalous
position that arises when we have empty
cabins one way through reserving them
for bona fide north-west residents who
wish to travel the other way. With the
advent of the Kangaroo, and the increased
accommodation, mare berths have been
made available, and the State Shipping
Service now has a much better system for
booking.

However, in fairness to the system which
has been criticised so often by people seek-
ing to travel on what is a very cheap pas-
sage to Darwin and return, I would say
the system was inevitable in the interests
of protecting the bona Atds residents of the
north.

We did have one unfortunate system
which applied for years. How it continued
without being changed, I do not know.
Before we adjusted the fares, we had a
situation whereby certain bona fide resi-
dents in the north could get a return ticket
cheaper than they could get a single
ticket; and, human nature being what It

is, members can imagine what went on
under that system. It has now been
changed, and that has done something to
make the bookings easier.

Mr. J. Hegney: It is a popular journey
from the point of view of tourists.

Mr. COURT: Yes; and it will be a more
popular trip as the towns develop and in-
terest in them is increased, and as the
local communities take more action to look
after the travellers. I am sure that when
those things come about the tourist traffic
in the north will build up greatly by sea
and road, as well as by the ever-improving
combinations of road and air, and of air,
sea, and road. I consider that eventually
a strong tourist traffic from Darwin to
Perth will develop. Such a journey will
provide a different sort of holiday for
people, and there will be plenty for them
to see.

Mr. Bickerton: Has the Grants Com-
mission insisted on an increase in fares?

Mr. COURT: It has not made any com-
ment. I did say there was a limit to
which we could go in increasing freights
and fares in the north, because this ser-
vice had a special function to render, and
we would be reluctant to lift fares and
freights in view of the nature of that
special function, and the reason for it.

Mr. Rowberry: Are concessional fares
available to anyone irrespective of his
walk of life?

Mr. COURT: I do not quite understand
the point the honourable member is mak-
ing.

Mr. Rowberry: These fares are reported
to be very cheap compared with other
fares. Are they available to anyone in the
north-west?

Mr. COURT: There is a scale of f ares
which applies to non-residents, and those
fares are available on a universal basis.
Then there is a scale available to bona
fide residents. We had to change some
of the conditions relating to the fares
when we altered the scale, because they
would have been abused for the reasons I
have given.

Members will want to know something
of the progress of the Ord scheme. The
diversion dam has been opened, and the
first five farms have been allotted and so
have the second lot of seven farms: and all
those farmers are now resident in the
area. The first five farmers have planted
their cotton crop; and, from reports, the
crop is doing well. The Government in-
tends to Press on with this development.

We will be making our main submission
to the Commonwealth Government early
in the new year in respect of the main
dam, with hopes of commencing construc-
tion in 1965 in order to have the main
dam available in time for the 1967-68 wet
season. I do not think that is an over-
optimistic approach, because it Will give
three dry seasons-1965, 1966, and 1967-
in which to undertake the construction.
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Mr. Rowberry: How are you going to
get the materials to the site?

Mr. COURT: In the same way as we did
for the diversion dam. This dam is only
30 miles further up the road. The State
Shipping Service Vessels can handle all
the loads we are likely to send up there,
The gates for the diversion dam were
taken up in sections. Those gates weigh
about 100 tons each, and each section,
taken up on the deck of a "D"-class ship,
20 tons; and that is the limit of the lift-
ing gear of the ship.

We had bulk cement installations at
Wyndham and at the dam site, and we had
one of the ships-the Dulvertom-con-
verted to handle bulk cement. When we
are dealing with the main dam, it will
be the same position over again, except
that instead of taking the materials 60
miles to Kununurra, they will have to be
taken another 30 miles.

Mr. Rowberry: Will the I'D"-class ships
still be running?

Mr. COURT: They will still be running
then: and if they are not, we will have
other ships that will probably do the job
even better. Because some ships are dis-
posed of, that does not mean to say there
will not be something better in their place.

I want to say something about the
scheme, because there was some criticism
of it by the member for Beelco. We have
always been prepared to consider any 'bona
flde criticism of the scheme. In fact, I
want to tell members that when a group
at the Institute of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity expressed some disagreement with
the Government's methods of development
both in the north and in the south-and
not only this Government but previous
Governments as well-I agreed to go to a
group discussion-they are held every
week-in the Institute of Agriculture; be-
cause in going to these discussions I find
that if one attends in the right frame
of mind one can learn a lot;, and one
hopes one has something to give.

I spent as much time as they wanted
me to spend in answering questions. There
was no limitations or restrictions placed on
the questions. Having done that, the
opinion was expressed that we were tack-
ling the job in a practical sort of way;,
and I was asked whether I would go there
again and further discuss the matter. One
of their main grounds for opposing the
development of the north was that they
said we should be putting the same money
into the south because we would get a
better economic return from the south. I
cannot accept that proposition, and I do
not think any other member here can do so.

I make this point because the Govern-
ment has always been ready and willing to
talk to people and explain its plan. I
have discussed our methods of develop-
ment with other economists and have re-
ceived very different reactions: they have

been favourable to the methods employed
not only by this Government, but by a
previous one, as being absolutely essential
in trying to get this State more indus-
tialised; because that is the only way
we can increase our population at a fast
rate. It does not mean to say that we
will slow down our efforts on the primary
side at all. In fact, the Minister for
Agriculture would be quite emphatic in
stating that we are proceeding as fast as
possible with the development of our pri-
mary industries in this State at present.

Naturally, there are some limiting factors
which the Minister for Agriculture and
the Government cannot ignore in their
programming of development. However, I
just wanted to report to the Chamber that
I have gone down to these people and
discussed certain matters, and have offered
to go down at any time when required.
But apparently all that one gets in return
is a "knocker" report. If these people
want to criticise, that is their right; but
every Western Australian today has a
responsibility to do something positive to
help this State.

It is very easy for anyone to sit down
with pencil and paper, slide rule and book,
and work out all the things that are wrong
with anything. We have plenty of people
in the community today who are only too
ready to tell us what is wrong; but, un-
fortunately, very few who will stick their
necks out and say, "This is something you
should do, because if you do, you have a
fairly good chance of getting to first base".
Those are the people we are looking for.

There are so many people who can
write treatises and tell us what is wrong
with various things, but there are few
who will tell us what to do to put matters
right. The people we want in our com-
munity today are those who will tell us
what to do in a positive way to achieve
something with which, taking a calculated
risk, we have a reasonable Chance of Suc-
cess.

This year has been a different one from
the last four years, because many of the
projects which have been in prospect have,
in fact, come to fruition. We have had
three great installations completed during
this year. We have seen the completion
of the B.P. lubricating plant. The Alcoa
refinery completed its plant to a point
where it is actually putting bauxite
through as a commissioning process. As
I have said, the Laporte plant has been
completed; and it, in turn, is in a com-
missioning process.

The Laporte project and the Alcoa
refinery will be exporting early next year
a considerable quantity of their products.
We will be exporting alumina from the
Alcoa refinery and titanium oxide from
Laporte, and this will greatly assist
in offsetting some of our adverse trade
balance with the Eastern States. We hope
that later these plants will be exporting
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in the true sense of the word; that is, ex-
porting to other countries as well as to
the Eastern States; although, initially,
both plants are committed to sending their
products to the eastern parts of Australia,.

The agreement we have with A.P.M. is
on schedule. Its plant has been ordered
and it will be 50 per cent, greater in
capacity than the contracted tonnage. It
will commence building in 1964. B.H.P. is
working according to schedule, and will be
ready to operate in 1967, and so will be
ready to receive the iron ore when we
finish the standard gauge railway, which
has been the subject of a bill this session1
and on which I will not now elaborate.

The main effort we have made is to try
to diversify further the industries within
the State. Of course, these are the most
diffiult ones to attract because they are
very much dependent on the consumer
market. However, we have been able to
get some of our industrialists to see that
not only is tnere a market here, but, also
in the eastern States, together with a
market abroad for some of the consumer
products. Without this extra volume of
trade it is obvious they cannot get their
costs down on a unit basis to enable them
to compete successfully.

Mr. J. Hegney: Many Eastern States
firms come over here and buy out the
local firms, and then export the products
from eastern Australia.

Mr. COURT: We do not mind any large
firm coming to this State to buy out a
local concern for the purpose of expanding
it.

Mr. J. Hegney: Yes; but they don't do
that.

Mr. COURT: We have gone out of our
way in certain cases to ask Eastern States
firms to buy out local firms so that they
may expand their operations, but they
were in the highly technical field, and
the local firms did not have the know-how
to be able to expand, which is a most
desirable thing. When a large firm comes
here to buy out a. smaller manuifacuring
concern merely for the purpose of closing
it down we will not have a bar of it. I
do not think I will make any further
comments because members will want to
make their contribution to the debates on
the Estimates that follow.

Votes Put and Passed.
Votes: Education, £12,386,225; Native

Welfare, £445,673-

MR. LEWIS (Moore-Minister for
Education and Minister for Native Wel-
fare) [3.26 p.m.]: Following the custom
you have established, Mr. Chairman, I will
cover both the Education and the Native
Welfare Estimates with the one speech.
The continued high percentage of total
departmental expenditure reflects the de-
veloping interest, and the increasing
claims on society, dependent on scientific
and general progress.

In the latest figures available-that is,
for 1960-61-the net expenditure on
education from consolidated revenue, ex-
pressed as a percentage of the total expen-
diture from Consolidated Revenue--.exclud-
ing business undertakings-was as fol-
lows:-

New South Wales
Victoria ..I
Western Australia
Queensland ..
South Australia
Tasmania ..

29.3
28.2

.... .... 23.3

.... .... 23.2
22.5

... 21.2

With the continuation of present trends
-greater numbers, a higher percentage of
young people, and schooling for longer
periods-the responsibility of the Govern-
ment appears likely to increase further.
I am now speaking of the education field,
of course. In 10963-64, the estimates of
£12,581 .225-including £195,000 for the
north-west-exceeded the figures for 1962-
83 by E902,508. Salaries increased by
£871,516, including the amount previously
rebated by the Native Welfare Depart-
ment. Of the increase, £200,000 arises
from normal salary increases, and also for
the salaries of 170 extra teachers to cope
with additional enrolments.

Improved library facilities will cost an
extra £3,000. Radio equipment of a new
type, including radios and public address
systems, will account for an extra £4,700.
The enrolment details in the primary field
and in the secondary field are as follows:-

Expected,
Feb., Feb., Feb.,,
1968i 1963 1981

Primary 95,759 97,993 99,300
Secondary.......34,40)5 16,128 37,600

130,164 134,119 136,80

The rate of increase has dropped
slightly, and this trend may continue for
a few years. Since 1954, the percentage.
of primary classes of 51 students or more
was reduced from 13.2-there were 249
such classes-to 2.2 in 1962 when there
were 54 classes; and in 1963 to 1.7 per
cent. with 40 in the classes.

In 1954 the classes with enrolments of
under 40 constituted 46.7 per cent. of the
whole; whereas, in 1963, 48.7 per cent. of
the classes had under 40 students. Re-
ductions were also made in the class size
in the secondary field.

The great increase in secondary enrol-
muents, and in the length of time at school,
were governed by these three factors-

(a) Practice of promoting virtually all
children one grade per year in
primary schools, so that all will
have the maximum period in
secondary schools.

(b) Greater holding power of second-
ary schools.
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The increased holding rate is as fol-
lows:-

4th year 5th year
enrolment. enrolment.

1961 ... 1,586 1,220
1962 .... 2.072 1,219
1963 .. 2,369 1.504

The more diverse courses cost more for
equipment, and one example is the
supply of typewriters, which cost an
extra £25,000. Other extra equipment
includes library provision, visual aids,
pianos1 and projectors.
(c) The recent regulation which re-

quires attendance to the end of
the year after the 14th birthday.
Only about 11 per cent, of these
children have applied far exemp-
tion from school, and of those ap-
plications only one-third were re-
jected.

The Armadale, Hollywood, and Satan-
ning High Schools became senior high
schools this year; and Scarborough will
become a fifth-year high school in 1964.

In 1961 the then Minister for Education
set up a committee to review progress of
secondary education in Western Australia.
Its report, which was recently presented,
contains many important recommenda-
tions, and they are now under considera-
tion by the department with, in some
cases, co-operation of representatives of
independent schools. This committee of
inquiry included two representatives from
the Parents & Citizens' Federation and
they contributed very worth-while sugges-
tions.

There is a continuing increase in the
demand for technical education; and there
is a 121 per cent. increase in the number
of courses offered. Approximately a 20
per cent. increase in the intake of appren-
ticeship courses this year was effected.
Professional courses are also in high de-
mand. All this has demanded recruit-
ment of highly qualified staff which, in
turn, increased the salary commitment.
There is now a technical school estab-
lishied in Bunbury, and it is becoming in-
creasingly popular in that part of the
State.

Evening classes were commenced at
Embleton, Swanbourne, Hollywood, Bent-
ley, Subiaco, and Melville' in the metro-
politan area; and also in Merredin. Some
of the more recent courses available are
surveying, social studies, medical, labora-
tory technology, and cytology-which is
work involved in cancer surveys- A tech-
nician's course in chemistry is also avail-
able. Apart from extra salaries, the equip-
ment, machinery, stock, etc., will cost an
extra f21,000 for these technical courses.

Plans have been completed and tenders
let for the first building of the new insti-
tute of technology in the Collier pine
plantation. This building will be com-
pleted by Jaunary, 1965. It will accom-
modate departments of architecture, en-
gineering, mathematics, physics, chemistry,
and pharmacy.

In the correspondence classes the enrol-
ment increased from 1,417 in 1962, to 1,467
in 1963; and of these enrolments 1,101
are over 16 years of age. The enrolments
in the three schools-of -the-air increased
steadily.

There has been further expansion in the
agricultural wings at the Narrogin, Cur'-
derdin, Harvey, and Denmark High
Schools. The total enrolment in Febru-
ary, 1963, was 264, and the accommodation
available is just sufficient to cater for a
number slightly less than the number Of
applicants. This allows for a desirable
degree of selection. These are two-year
courses.

Advisory committees of practical farm-
ers have been formed at these schools, and
have made a valuable contribution to the
programme followed in each. Supported
by a share-farming agreement, advisory
committees at Mt. Barker, Wyalkatchem,
and Margaret River schools-which are
day attendance schools with an agricul-
tural bias-have developed an adjacent
area of farm land by clearing, fencing,
cropping, pasture establishment, and
stocking with pigs, Poultry, cattle, and
sheep. Thus, in addition to the 264 boys
at the residential agricultural schools, an
increasing number at the day schools
mentioned have access to practical work
with farming activity.

In recent years there has been a, steady
development of the education of the physi-
cally and mentally handicapped; and 233
children are enrolled in defective bearing,
cerebrally palsied, and defective sighted
classes; while 115 children receive instruc-
tion in hospitals or at home-for example,
Princess Margaret Hospital, Lucy Creeth
Home, Lady Lawley Cottage, etc. There
are 1,730 mentally handicapped children
enrolled in slow learners' classes from just
under average ]XQ. to those far below.
While many of the latter category will al-
ways be largely economically dependent,
they can be trained in some basic skill to
help them with social adjustment.

Those who are merely educationally
handicapped-at least two Years retarded
-can, with remedial work, attain stan-
dards commensurate with average or bet-
ter than average ability. Commonly, in
one year such children make 18 months
or more gain in educational performance
in various areas. Approximately 150
teachers are employed in special education.

A smaller but important activity of the
Education Department is the attempt to
rehabilitate people serving gaol sentences.
Begun 15 Years ago with an enrolment of
less than 20, many of whom were illiterate,
the school now has 10 to 12 Persons in the
primary class, and 25 in the secondary
class: last year it had 175 in the technical
extension courses at various centres,

Some attend full time. Especially is this
type of education aimed at those who are
under 18 years of age, so as to keep them
apart as far as Possible from the mare
hardened types of inmates. One inmate
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Qualified in technical surveying and en-
gineering, and on discharge gained em-
ployment at quite a high salary. Less
spectacular successes are common. Teach-
ers are also supplied to the Riverbank and
Stoneville centres.

In 1962 there were 18 in-services courses
held, 10 of which were in the country.
Seven hundred and fourteen State school
teachers, pius 56 from non-State schools
attended. Courses were conducted in
spoken English, home science, mathe-
matics, English, foreign languages, and
social studies. In-service training keeps
teachers Informed of new developments in
methodology and In educational trends.

Allowances to trainee teachers have In-
creased by £14,000. Conditions in the
two teachers' training colleges continue to
be crowded, and the need for additional
accommodation becomes more pressing.
However, despite difficult conditions, enrol-
ments this year numbered 1,294, and last
year 592 student- teachers completed their
training. The department Is now training
sufficient teachers to meet its overall re-
quirements, although shortages still exist
in some specialist fields. I understand
these are mainly home science and physical
education fields.

Touching on school transport, 639 school
buses carried 21,252 children to school at
a cost of £1,054,064 in 1962-63. This com-
pares favourably with the 629 buses carry-
ing 20,682 children in 1961-62.

The Country High School Hostels
Authority established in 1900 continues to
function efficiently. Two new hostels, one
at Merredin and the other at Narrogin,
are in use. The one at Narrogin has 24
boys and 24 girls. I think the one at Mer-
redin has 48 boys and 48 girls. Under con-
struction are hostels at Carnarvon and
Katanning for 24 girls and 24 boys; and
one at Geraldton for 72 girls. Buildings
acquired for hostel Purposes include the
old Albany district hospital for 74 boys,
and a private hostel at Narrogin for 32
girls, other hostels at Albany and Nor-
tham have been improved. Further hostels
are under consideration by the authority.

The subsidy to the Kindergarten Union
for the coming year will be £51,287. which
assists the union in financial adminis-
tration, the college for training kin-
dergarten teachers, salaries to teachers,
and allowances to student teachers. A
component of this £51,287 is a grant of
£10 19s. for each child who attends a
minimum of 15 hours per week. This sub-
sidy of r-51,287 assists the kindergartens
which are affiliated with the kindergarten
Union. In all cases the local committee
is responsible for the provision of buildings
and equipment. All kindergartens are re-
quired to be registered, registration being
dependent upon a satisfactory report from
a superintendent of the Education Depart-
ment.

Groups of children from metropolitan
high schools visit the Art Gallery classes,
which are conducted on the same general
plan first established in 1953. To those
who are pursuing art to the Leaving Cer-
tificate stage, the classes are particularly
helpful. Three or four different groups
attend for an hour period each day, and
are directed in their studies by a qualified
teacher from the Education Department,
who is attached to the Art Gallery for
this purpose.

The Education Department also conveys
an art display to various country centres
including Kalgoorlie, Northampton, and
Albany, and certain centres en route.
These displays occupy from one to three
days at each Centre according to the size
of the town. In the current year visits
have been made to Waroona. Pinjarra,
Harvey, Bunbury, Busselton, and Margaret
River. These art collections were dis-
played not only to the students, but also
to the general public.

Another interesting activity in the
diverse service provided by the Education
Department is the museum class, which is
being increasingly used. Three types of
service are provided:, one for schools in a
radius of approximately eight miles: one
for those children who attend from more
distant Government or private schools;
and one for those who attend in vacation
time.

In the year 19 62-63, 7,363 children from
grades 3 to 7 in 189 classes, representing
35 schools, attended the first group. In
the second group-that is, those from more
distant Government schools and some pri-
vate schools--approximately 2.300 children
from 48 classes, representing 20 schools,
attended.

In the fortnight vacation in September
some 17,000 children visited the museum
where an Education Department teacher
gave them organised guidance. The
museum service also makes available on
loan boxes of exhibits to country centres.
Inquiries by correspondence are encouraged
and commonly follow visits by country
children.

The additional £98,000 that is being
spent on cleaning and gardening is an
indication of the development of schools
and grounds.

With regard to the Native Welfare De-
partmnent, the sum of £749,722 has been
allocated to the department from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund for the current
year. This figure compares with £1,658,862
spent by the department during the 1962-
63 financial year. The difference of over
£900,000 is caused by the new Treasury
policy of allocating funds to be spent on
native health, education, and prisons direct
to the departments concerned, instead of
as previously to the Native Welfare De-
partment, which then reimbursed the
Medical Department, Education Depart-
ment, and Prisons Department.
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Last year the department reimbursed
the Medical Department to the extent of
£594,303, the total cost of the health ser-
vices for 1962-63 being £616,380. This
represents on overall increase of £81,467
over the 1961-62 financial Year. Re-
imbursement to the Education Department
for the year 1962-63 was £254,109, an in-
crease of £32,639 on the previous year.
There are 3,814 native children attending
primary schools, and 333 are enrolled at
secondary schools.

The department's programme for the
erection of hostels for native school
children is proceeding, and it is expected
that a further two hostels--one at Roe-
bourne and one at Marble Bar-wIll be
completed in time for the 1964 school year.
Together they will provide accommodation
for a further 100 children from remote
areas. The department will then be
operating six hostels with a total capacity
of 297 children.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.5 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: The value of kindergarten
training for young native children cannot
be over-emphasised. These youngesters do
not enjoy the background of home training
received by other children and are greatly
disadvantaged when starting school. To
encourage the formation of pre-school
centres the department now pays a sub-
sidy of up to 2s. per child per day in re-
spect of native children attending kinder-
gartens approved by the Education Depart-
ment. There are now 15 approved kinder-
gartens for native children only, which
have a total attendance of 220 children. In
addition, 28 native children are attend-
ing ordinary kindergartens.

Generally speaking, the value of the
work of missions continues to be recognised
and appreciated. The 29 missions through-
out the State were assisted financially for
1962-63 to the following extent:-

£:
Subsidy ..
]Freight
Grants-In-Aid

... 128,282
... 10,111
.. 47.953

£:186,346

At present 1,205 children in missions are
being subsidised by the department. In
addition to subsidy and freight on mis-
sions' purchase of stores, an amount of
£34,811 has been allocated in the 1963-64
Estimates to various missions in the form
of grants-in-aid for capital projects.

The department is still making full use
of its camping reserves for the first stage
of its programme in the education of the
natives in domestic training. The houses
erected on the reserves are of from one
to three rooms with a verandah. A com-
munal laundry and ablution block are pro-
vided. There has been a steady increase
in the provision of a hot water supply to
these facilities. To the end of June 1962,

six reserves had been supplied with over-
head lighting. This facility will be ex-
tended to a further 10 reserves during the
current financial year. For the financial
year 1962-63 a total of £113,386 was ex-
pended on maintenance and reserve im-
provements. In all, 36 type 1, 11 type U1
and 42 type III dwellings, in addition to
14 sets of toilet and ablution blocks were
provided for. A sum of £125,136 has been
allocated this financial year for similar
reserve maintenance and improvements.

To help with the kindergartens, domes-
tic training, adult education, and in social
activities, the department has assisted
with the the erection of halls on the re-
serves, and increasing attention will be
given to this very important aspect of
social advancement.

The total number of houses on camping
reserves to date is 214. Standard five-
roomed, steel-framed, prefabricated, self-
contained homes are built on either inter-
mediate housing reserves or separate town-
site lots as the second stage of the hous-
ing policy. The Purpose of this inter-
mediate scheme is to give selected natives
and their families an opportunity to
graduate from the camping reserves. ]Fifty-
two Of these dwellings were provided for
out of Consolidated Revenue during the
last financial year at a cost of £111,776.
It is proposed to build a further 47 homes
in 1963-64 at an estimated cost of ap-
proximately £100,000.

The department now has a total of 90
type V homes throughout the State. Dur-
ing the last financial year the design of
the type V house was improved to Increase
the size of the main rooms, and the dwell-
ing is to be fully lined and ceiled. A fur-
ther amenity is also provided in the form
of a hot water supply to the bath and
shower. All future type V buildings con-
structed will be of this design. Tenants
occupying this type of home will be en-
couraged and, subject to the effort they
make, assisted to become eligible for bet-
ter non-segregated, residential accommo-
dation.

Where this is provided it is the current
policy of the department to erect a, house
of a standard at least equal to that of
those adjacent. This will serve three pur-
poses: It will promote an awareness in the
selected native that he has a house at least
equal to that of his white neighbour; it
will be a more easily disposable asset; and
it will not detract from the value of the
house alongside. The tenants of these
houses will pay a much increased rent
and very careful selection of the tenant
will be a prerequistle.

Maintenance work on reserve buildings
has continued and an additional mobile
works unit to operate in the north-west
division has been provided for. This will
make a total of five units operating
throughout the State.
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A projects officer has been appointed in
the eastern division for the purpose of
supervising various projects promoted by
the department to relieve the unemploy-
ment situation in this division, particularly
in the Lavertoni area, and to give natives
an opportunity to develop their own
economy. The value of this officer has
already been shown in supervising various
activities which have been undertaken by
natives at Laverton and the Warburton
Ranges,

At Laverton a cement brickmaking in-
dustry has been established on the reserve.
From the bricks supplied by this industry
it is proposed to build, under the guidance
of the projects officer, housing for natives
at Laverton.

Another local project is an ablution block
built with these bricks and served by a
hot water system. This will be exclusively
for the use of native children so that they
can comply with the standard of hygiene
required of them when attending the
Laverton School.

Groups of natives are also engaged in
copper mining at the Warburton Ranges
and this officer has instructed these
natives in better efficiency and safety in
their mining activities and has acted as
a liaison between the miners and the
buyers of the ore.

A small moccasin industry employs a
number of native women who have only
recently advanced from a primitive exist-
ence. These moccasins find a ready sale
in K~algoorlie. it is proposed to appoint a
second projects officer to assist with the
further establishment of light industry
in selected areas.

Despite social service benefits, payable
to natives on the same basis as to whites,
£52,976 was expended during 1962-63 on
special relief. This was spent in providing
sustenance pending payment of claims for
unemployment benefit, for families desti-
tute for various reasons, and also to pay
for legal costs, burials, and transport.

As the accent is on housing and educa-
tion in the department's policy of assimi-
lation, the need for more positive welfare
work amongst natives is evident. With
the approval of the Public Service Com-
missioner, and the allocation of funds in
this financial year, 15 additional field offi-
cers, eight of whom are female welfare
officers, are to be appointed to watch these
factors. The department will then have a
total of 34 male and 16 female field offi-
cers.

The new hope which I trust will be
kindled in natives by the legislation which
has now been passed by Parliament; the
growing awareness of the white section of
the community of their ultimate social
acceptance; the increasing opportunities:
and the marked progress which has been
made during the last 10 years give rise to
the belief that within the nest generation
or so the great majority of the descendants

of the original inhabitants of this conti-
nent will have become fully assimilated
into our way of life.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [4.14 p.mn.]: I have al-
ways taken a very keen interest in the
Department of Education, even when I
relinquished the portfolio, because of my
earlier interest in education; and I have
kept closely in touch with the develop-
ments of education and the size of schools.
of course, I am fully aware of the diffi-
culties which confront Ministers for Edu-
cation from time to time, and members
can imagine my amazement when, at the
commencement of this school year, I read
in The West Australian an article headed,
"School Year Begins Free of Troubles."

That was the first time within my
memory that it had ever happened, if it
had happened. It never happened once
during the time I was Minister; it never
happened once during the time Mr. Watts
was Minister; and it never happened once
during the time my colleague, the member
for Mt. Hawthorn, was Minister.

Mr. Lewis: Of course, you appreciate I
did not say that. It was the paper.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister was credited
with having said it,

Mr. Lewis: One gets credited with having
said a lot of things.

Mr. TONKIN: But the Minister did no t
hasten to correct it. He took advantage
of the statement.

Mr. Lewis: Did the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition have time to correct all
the mis-statements that were made?

Mr. TONKIN: When I was misrepre-
sented, and it was brought to my notice,
I took immediate steps to bring about a
correction.

Mr. Lewis: We took immediate steps to
rectify the school position, not to correct
the statement.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course this all sounds
very nice: it looks very nice; and it is a
great credit to the Government if it is
true. But nothing is further from the
truth, as I propose to show. I would like
to quote from Th-e West Australian of the
12th February. There is a nice big head-
line which reads, 'School Year Begins Free
of Troubles". What a Minister! The first
one ever to start off a school year with-
out any troubles! The article then con-
tinues-

The Education Department had its
most trouble-free first day of school
for Years, Education Minister Lewis
said yesterday.

Mr. Craig: Fair enough!
Mr. TONKIN: It would be fair enough

if It were true, and If the Minister said it.
But a moment ago he said he did not say
it.

Mr. Lewis: I said it was comparatively
so.
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Mr. TONKIN: That is not in this paper.
Mr. Lewis: It may not be.
Mr. TONKIN: To continue with the

quote-
The fast building rate in the past

few years and smaller increases in en-
rolments had helped overcome many
over-crowding problems.

I thought one of the arguments in support
of the difficulties being experienced today
was that, because of the large increase I
enrolments, and despite the fast building
rate, there was still overcrowding in class-
rooms. I thought that was the argument.

Mr. Lewis: The rate of increase is lower.
Mr. TONKIN: That makes It all the

more inexcusable that these difficulties-
and there are many of them-should still
exist. The article continues-

There was slight overcrowding at
the Attadale State School-

That happens th be in my district-
-where extensions had been planned
for later in the year. The department
would try to speed the building work
and meanwhile would find some
children temporary classes in other
centres.

So this slight overcrowding resulted in the
necessity for children having to be trans-
ported by bus daily from Attadale, on the
north side of my electorate, to Willagee
on the south side of my electorate. I1
would not call that slight overcrowding. I
would call it serious overcrowding, neces-
sitating the transportation of very small
children from one side of my electorate to
the other.

Mr. W. A. Manning: How many miles
would that be?

Mr. TONKIN: I suppose it would be five
or six miles.

Mr. Lewis: What was done about it?
Mr. T'ONKIN: Eventually additional

rooms were built.
Mr. Lewis: Not too long after, either.
Mr. TONKIN: But this is supposed to

be a trouble-free beginning. The Minister
should have a little patience, because I
have only just started with these troubles.
I am going to show just how trouble-free
this beginning was.

Mr. Hawke: The Minister ought not to
be so loose in his statements in the future.

Mr. TONKIN: The next article in the
Press has a heading, "Melville Infants
School;" and there is a nice little picture
of tiny children trudging through sand on
the opening day. There is a further head-
ing, "School Exhausts Pupils." The article
continues-

Because of a lack of classroom
facilities, about 40 young children at
Melville Infants' School have to trudge
110 yards six times daily through soft
sand to the Primary school.

Some of the young children are
pictured walking up the sloping sand-
bank from the infants' school (fore-
ground) to the primary school for
their lessons.

Parents say that their five and six-
year-old children are exhausted by the
hard walk each day.

During each recess the children are
the responsibility of the infants'
school, and have to go back there so
its teachers can watch over them.
Then they return to the primary
school for lessons.

'The children are exhausted by the
end of the day," said the parent of
one six-year-old girl. "The tramp
includes a 10 ft. high sand bank that
they have to go up and down. They
are not settling down to school life
because they don't know where they
belong."

The Teachers' Union has written to
the Department asking it to withdraw
the instruction for the infants to move
back and forth between the schools.

Primary school P. and C. secretary
C. Smith said the Department was
told that four classes would be needed
for the infants' school, before build-
ing started. But the department only
provided three classrooms.

An Education Department spokes-
man said this was one of the new
schools where construction was speeded
up to have it ready when school
started.

"Provision has been made for the
laying of a cement path as soon as
possible," he said.

I would not say that was altogether
trouble-f ree.

Mr. Lewis: They travel three or four
times that distance any time on the beach.

Mr. TONKIN: Here we have a class
without a room.

Mr. Lewis: There are plenty of such
places.

Mr. TONKIN: But we are supposed to
be trouble-free; the year was supposed to
have started trouble-free.

Mr. Lewis: Did it ever start trouble-
free in your time?

Mr. TONKIN: I never said it did.
Mr. Dunn: Neither did the Minister.
Mr. TONKIN: Oh yes he did!
Mr. Lewis: You have not much of a

grizzle if that is all you are complaining
about.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister wants to
take advantage of the very nice article
in the newspaper, but he does not want
me to indicate how hollow it is.

Mr. Lewis: Is that what You are narked
about?
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Mr. TONKIN: I am not at all narked.
I merely think that people should be told
the facts. They should not have it put
over them. Let us go a little further into
this trouble-free beginning. I quote from
The West Australian of the 31st August-

SCHOOL PLAN DELAY PUZZLES
TOWN

P. WOLFE, president, Parents and
Citizens' Association, Broomehill: For
six months I have been a member of
a deputation which twice met Deputy-
Premier Nalder (member for our dis-
trict) and Education Minister Lewis
to discuss the Promised new district
school.

On both occasions we were told that
by a particular month tenders would
be called. This has not been so.

Originally we were promised that
finance would be available dm-ing the
1962-63 financial year. Then we were
promised that the proposed school
would be built in time for the new
school Year and that tenders would be
called by the end of July.

The conditions under which the
staff and children are expected to
work are deplorable and certainly
would not be tolerated in any other
Government department.

A class of grade three and four
children is being taught in a hall in
which there are two blackboards on
easels from which the teacher is ex-
pected to teach a mixed class. There
is no shelter for the children in wet
weather and no facilities at all for
proper hand washing.

The hail is a quarter of a mile from
the main school, incurring consider-
able administrative difficulties.

INADEQUATE
At the main school building, facili-

ties are most inadequate.
Not only has the headmaster to

work under these trying conditions
but he and his family are expected
to live in a sub-standard house. A
new house has been promised but as
yet nothing has been done.

I would like Mr. Nalder to answer
these questions:-

Why have not tenders been
called for the promised new
school?

Why is the headmaster expected
to live in a sub-standard house
which should be condemned?

These conditions would not be
tolerated in the metropolitan area.

Does that suggest a trouble-free begin-
ning?

Now I come to a school which is in
the district of the member for East Mel-
ville. It is a high school. I come into
this, however, because some of the children

who attend this school are drawn from
my district. One or two months after the
opening of the school, I was asked to go
down and have a look at the children
being taught in the undercroft-that is
the Place underneath the school, which
is wide open to every wind that blows.

The parents said they thought it
was disgraceful that their children should
have to sit in such conditions in
the winter, when it would be impossible.
to warm the air; and when they would
have to sit in a temperature which could
not be altered from the ordinary atmos-
pheric temperature. I must say that as
soon as I drew the Minister's attention to
this, he had steps taken to improve the
conditions in the undercroft, to shut out
the wind as much as possible, and to warm
the place up. But that is not the point
I am dealing with at the moment. I am
dealing with the suggestion made to the
people of Western Australia that there is
nothing much wrong with education here,
because the Minister started off with a
trouble-free beginning. It hardly looks like
that to me, because I had trouble all
around me from the schools in my district.
The situation in these schools just does
not add up to the report in the paper.
Of course, as soon as I read the report I
knew it was a lot of boloney.

Mr. Lewis: You have been scraping the
barrel pretty well, because you had to
depart from your electorate and go into
two others to establish Your case.

Mr. TONKIN: Would the Minister kindly
elaborate on that?

Mr. Lewis: You mentioned the Apple-
cross High School, which is not in your
electorate; and the Broomehill School,
which is not in your electorate. The only
one that is in your electorate is the At-
Attadale School.

Mr. TONKIN: Was the Minister asleep
when I talked about the Melville Infants
School?

Mr. Lewis: That means You are 50 per
cent, in your electorate, and 50 per
cent. out.

Mr. TONKIN: I have only just started.
Mr. Lewis: Up to date you have scraped

the bottom of the barrel.
Mr. TONKIN: When the Minister talks

about a trouble-free beginning-
Mr. Lewis: I did not talk about a

trouble-free beginning.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Crom-

inelin): I suggest the Minister for Educa-
tion permit the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition to continue, because he has
the floor. The Minister will have the
right of reply later.

Mr. TONKIN: Exactly. The only differ-
ence is that I am enjoying it, and the Min-
ister is not.

Mr. Lewis: I only ask you to be fair.
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Mr. TONKIN: I am being fair. I am
stating the facts; I am dealir,- with the
report in the paper-the rep'rt which is
not factual. I am stating facts. I have
here a copy of a paper which I think is
issued by the parents and citizens' associa-
tion-although I am not quite sure: and
the name does not appear on the top.
However, it is dated August, 1963.

The heading is. "Western Australia's
Educational Difficulties". This report was
presented to the National Education Con-
gress by Mr. C. F. Gladwin-Grove, Vice-
President of the Federation of Parents
and Citizens' Associations of W.A., on
behalf of the State School Teachers'
Union of W.A. and the federation. I Pro-
pose to read a good deal of this, because
it is apropos of the general situation which;
according to the report in the paper, was
trouble free. The first heading is 'Primary
Schools" and I quote-

Despite unprecedented expenditure
by the State Government, primary
classroom accommodation is still far
from adequate. Any reported improve-
ment in the class size situation in re-
cent years does not allow us to con-
template with confidence, the bulge
in primary school enrolments which
will occur in the early 1970's.

The Education Department of W.A.
reported in 1961 that 49.5% of the
primary classes were below 40, but this
has been attained only by the inclusion
of classes in the smaller country
schools and other group classes. It
is desirable that such classes should
be not much more than 20 instead of
not much less than 40. A truer repre-
sentation of the situation is obtained
by an examination of the larger pri-
mary schools. In March of this year,
the Teachers' Union of Western Aus-
tralia conducted a survey of 120 met-
ropolitan Primary schools. These
schools had a total enrolment of 53,132
children. This is more than half the
primary school population in Western
Australia. The survey showed the
following: 47,514 children or 91% of
the children in these schools were in
classes of over 35; 36,789 or 70% of
them were in classes over 40; and
17,163 or 33% were in classes over
45 children. Of the 1,251 classes in
the survey. 258 were two grade classes
for which the optimum number would
be 30 or less. 94% of the children
in these grouped classes were in
classes over 30 children.

The Education Department itself
states in the 1961 Annual Report,
"It is desirable that as soon as possible
all classes should be under 50 and that
the number in the 40-50 group should
also be considerably reduced."

Another aspect that over-all Per-
centage figures do not disclose is the
overtaxed accommodation in indivi-
dual schools, particularly in the new

housing areas. In 33 of the above
mentioned 120 schools a total of 36
rooms is required immediately to house
classes at present in cloakrooms, staff
rooms, converted verandahs and pub-
lic halls. To reduce the size of all
classes in the 120 schools surveyed,
to the reasonable number of 35 chil-
dren, at least 200 additional class-
rooms wvould be required.

The great shortage of classroom
accommodation in the post-war years
has tended to concentrate our at-
tention on this deficiency to the exclu-
sion of perhaps other essential
building facilities. Provision for any
such purposes as libraries, projection
rooms, medical rooms, is to be found
only in some Primary schools in the
older settled areas with declining
school populations. Another major
deficiency is the lack of halls. These
were provided in the majority of the
larger primary schools built before
the war but no halls have been in-
cluded in any primary school built
since then.

I now quote from the article under the
heading of "Secondary Schools"-

In the secondary schools overcrowd-
ing, particularly in the 1st, 2nd and
3rd year classes presents a depressing
picture. At a time when the trend
is for a voluntary extension of the
school leaving age the potential edu-
cational and social benefit of such ex-
tension is severely limited by the
adverse conditions.

One would hardly gather from that that
the Minister began with a trouble-free
year. Let us take it a step further. I
have here The W.A. Teachers' Journal of
November, 1963. In it there is an account
of a very interesting debate in the
Teachers' Union in connection with these
matters about which I have been speak-
ing. Motion No. 51, which appears on
page 310 of this journal, reads as follows:-

That Conference consider what
immediate action can be taken to
lower class sizes and the size of high
schools.

D. Carlson said-
This motion seeks to establish what

immediate action is to be taken to
lower class sizes. It has been left
fairly open for various reasons. Prob-
ably the main reason was that when
the matter was brought up in the
branch earlier this year the sugges-
tions for action put forward were so
drastic that we thought they did not
behove a Union of our nature. There
was talk of strike action and various
other rather unpleasant forms of
action and we felt that the decision
for some sort of action in a matter so
vital should come from Conference.
One motion the branch will propose
on the passing of the present motion
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would be that the Union refuse to
teach classes above the recommended
numbers after January 1, 1965. 1
would commend this motion to you.

When a circumspect union, such as the
Teachers' Union is, gets down to serious
consideration of a resolution that it should
take direct action and refuse to teach
the children, one could hardly say West-
ern Australia was trouble-free so far as
education was concerned. It would in-
deed be worth-while and justified, if more
time were available, to read the whole of
this debate so as to hear the views of the
different teachers in connection with this
problem; but I do not propose to do that.
I shall select one or two excerpts from
many pages in order to emphasise what I
am saying. I quote from page 3111, on
which one delegate said-

I wish to move an amendment that
when the President approaches the
Minister tomorrow morning he ex-
presses the Union's deep concern at the
size of classes and the size of high
schools.

There was a comment made a
moment ago that statistics weren't
provided on the size of classes. Union
policy on size of classes is well known.
Year after year the size of classes has
been a matter for debate, but very
little is done in the matter and I think
the opportunity should be taken to-
morrow to make it known to the
Deputy-Premier and then to the Min-
ister for Education that we are deeply
concerned with the continuing de-
terioration so far as class sizes is
concerned. These figures are taken
from last year's December Journal: of
the 901 classes in the high schools, 248
were between 40 and 44, and 63 were
between 45 and 49. This means that
more than one-third of all classes in
the high schools last year were above
40. I think this is a serious situation
in that it has deteriorated over the
two years from 1961 to 1962. Let me
say that I appreciate the difficulties
with our expanding education system
in W.A. I appreciate the difficulties
caused by an increase in population
due to immigration and natural in-
crease and I think that big efforts
have been made to deal with the diffi-
culties but I don't think sufficient is
being done. We are falling behind in
comparison with other countries in
the world. T think we should do
everything possible to bring clearly to
the notice of the authorities, to the
Government that we want something
done.

In the matter of high school size I
have statistics. Mr. Jones, the Editor
and Research Officer, took a survey of
high schools in 1962 and of the 35 who
responded 13 had enrolments beyond
1,000, i.e. more than one-third had

enrolments beyond 1,000. Of that 13,
four had enrolments. beyond 1,500. I
have observed serious effects of the
sizes of high schools on education.

I Put it to you, Mr. Chairman, on the
facts as stated, is it reasonable to tell the
People of Western Australia that the year
commenced trouble-free or even "compara-
tively" trouble-free, If the Minister wants
to make that alteration, which does not
appear in the paper. Obviously the year
commenced as full of trouble as the pre-
vious year; and if the teachers are to be
believed in what they said-and I think
they are-the situation was deteriorating.

Not only is it bad to have members of
the general public misled by being told of
a situation which does not exist-the dan-
ger is that the Minister might believe that
that is so and be content to let things rest
where they are. It is very difficult to get
a Minister to move in the face of ob-
stacles if he cannot be convinced a serious
position exists.

How is it possible to convince him a
serious Position exists-if, in fact, it does
-when he expresses the view that the
department is comparatively trouble-free?
The fact of the matter is,-and the people
ought to be told-that the Minister has
dozens and dozens of troubles on his plate
in the department with regard to educa-
tion; and that we are slipping back; and
the people of Australia, if they want to
remain a first-class nation, will have to
find a lot more money for education than
is being found now-a lot more. But it
does not help to put the people in that
frame of mind if they are told that every-
thing in the garden is lovely-that the de-
partment is trouble-free. That does a dis-
service to education, apart from misleading
people.

It is a definite disservice to education to
create the impression that the Western
Australian Education Department is
trouble-free when, in fact, it is beset by
troubles on every side; and that is my com-
plaint-not that this school lacks a class-
room, or that school lacks one. Those
things should be and must be remedied;
but I san not taking the Minister to task
about that. I am taking him to task for
allowing the impression to be created,
without any attempt to correct it, that
Western Australia is trouble-free.

Mr. Grayden: Most trouble-free for
years. That was the statement.

Mr.' TONKIN: That is not true, either.
Mr. Grayden: It could well be true.
Mr. TONKIN: How on earth could it

well be true when it is not?
Mr. Grayden: There was far less trouble

than in the previous year.
Mr. TONKIN: The Teachers' Union,

which has made a study of the matter, has
said that the situation has deteriorated
over the last two years, and I prefer to
accept its opinion rather than that of the
member for South Perth.
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Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!
Mr. TONKINq: I would now lie to turn

to another aspect of education-the hous-
ing of teachers. I think the Government's
record in connection with this is shock-
ing. It has been stringing the teachers on
month after month, talking about reports
being prepared and under consideration.
instead of getting down to real business
and making a decision. This is what
astonishes me: The Premier has it firmly
fixed in his mind that there is plenty of
cheap money about. As late as this week
he made the statement in the House. I
want to know why he wants to charge the
teachers 6 per cent, on any money used
on housing.

Mr. Brand: When we arrive at a satis-
factory rental we can get going.

Mr. TONKIN: The satisfactory rental
was based on 6 per cent. Interest.

Mr. Brand: Was it?
Mr. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. Brand: Oh!
Mr. TONKIN: That is apparently some-

thing the Premier did not know.
Mr. Brand: I thought it was 5 per cent.
Mr. Lewis: It was not 6 anyway.
Mr. TONKIN: It was 6 per cent.
Mr. Brand: Was it?
Mr. TONKIN: The following were ques-

tions I asked the Minister for Education
oni the 6th August, and they appear on
page 31 of Mansard No. 2:-

(1) Has agreement between the Gov-
ernment and the Teachers' Union
yet been reached on a plan for
teacher housing?

(2) Does he not agree that the
proper housing of teachers is at
least of equal importance to the
housing of migrant tradesmen who
have been guaranteed a suitable
house?

Interest Rate to be Charged
(3) Is the Government insisting on an

interest rate of 6 per cent, on capi-
tal involved which will be a com-
ponent of the rent?

(4) If so, how does it reconcile its
attitude to the teachers with its
treatment of the Cockburn Cement
Co., which had its interest on a
loan of £1,000,000 reduced to a
rate of 41 per cent.?

The Minister replied-
(1) No.
(2) and (3) The importance of the

housing of teachers and Govern-
mernt employees generally is at
present the subject of investigation
by a special committee. Its report
is expected in the very near future.

The teachers were told that more than
six months before. The answer to No. (4).
dealing with the interest, was--

(4) Answered by No. (2) and No. (3).
In other words, the Minister shied right
off the point as to whether or not he was
asking 6 per cent., because he knew very
well he was.

Mr. Lewis: And so, from that, you guessed
it was 6 per cent.

Mr. TONKIN: I know it was, because I
read the statement from the teachers that
that was the amount the Government was
asking them to pay.

Mr. Lewis: It doesn't matter what I
said: you would not believe me.

Mr. TONKIN: As long as the Minister
spoke the truth I would believe him.

Mr. Lewis: That is truthful.

Mr. TONKIN: What is?
Mr. Lewis: That You would not believe

me.
Mir. TONKIN: Oh no it is not! If the

Minister came up with the facts, I would
believe him. If the Minister says now
that the proposals did not involve a 6
per cent, interest rate I will not believe
him, because it is not the truth.

Mr. Grayden: You have spent the whole
afternoon distorting a statement of the
Minister. It was a most specific state-
fluent and you have distorted it.

Points of Order
Mr. TONKIN: I ask that the interjection

by the member for South Perth be taken
down. Standing Orders provide for it.
and I ask for it, because I propose some
subsequent action. Therefore, if Hansard
has not got the remarks I want the hon-
curable member to repeat them so they will
be taken down.

Mr. Orayden: I will gladly repeat them.
Do you want them now?

Mr. TONKIN: Of course I want them
now. When does the honourable member
think I want them? Next week?

Mr. Grayden: I said you have spent
the whole afternoon distorting a statLe-
ment made by the Minister and you are
doing exactly what you accused the
Minister of having done.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not often take this
line of action, but I insist on an unquali-
fied withdrawal, because it is absolutely
untrue and the honourable member knows
it is untrue.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
order! The Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion has asked the member for South Perth
to: withdraw the interjection he made. I
will ask the member for South Perth to
withdraw it.
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Mr. GRAYDEN: The statement I made
was not unparliamentary. It cannot be
held to be offensive. It was simply-

Mr. TONKIN: On a point of order, the
Standing Order makes no provision for a
speech. I have asked for a, withdrawal.
The honourable member has no option but
to withdraw it.

Mr. Kelly: Or get out.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
I cannot allow the member for South
Perth to make a speech on this. He must
withdraw his interjection.

Mr. GRAYDEN: If you, Mr, Chairman.
insist on the withdrawal, I will withdraw,
but I wfll make the statement-

Mr. Tonkin: Now sit down!

Mr. GR.AYDEN: -outside this House.
Mr. TONKIN: What is the member for

South Perth talking about doing outside
this House?

IMr. Grayden: I shall repeat the state-
ment outside the House because it is per-
fectly true.

Mr. TONKIN: You shall rue it.
Mr. Orayden: I will do so.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):

Order! The Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion has the floor.

Committee Resumed
Mr. TONKIN. AS members know, or as

they should know, I am not thin-skinned.
Mr. Bove]l: That is an understatement!
Mr. TONKIN: I say what I think and I

allow others to say what they think, so
long as they are reasonably close to the
mark. However, the member for South
Perth, if he had been here long enough.
would know I am not distorting anything.
I am quoting the facts-andi 1 repeat that.
I am not distorting anything. The quota-
tions I have made have been f rom reputable
Journals, and I have said so; and I have
said that these were the opinions of those
People.

Mr. Lewis: Does that make them fact?

Mr. TONKIN: It makes it a fact that I
amn saying that they said these things.
That is the tact of the matter. Whether
what they say is fact, I cannot take re-
sponsibility for. I am no asserting that-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Neither can the
Minister take the responsibility for the
headlines you quoted.

Mr. TONKIN: The point about that is--
if the Minister wants some clarification.
because I want to be perfectly fair in
connection with the matter-that the
article was not poked away in some back
page of The West Australian. It was given
some considerable prominence under a

big heading and the heading was "School
Year Begins Free of Trouble." I have no
hesitation in saying that on the facts as
I know them, that was not a true state-
menit.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But the honour-
able member knows that you cannot-

Mr. TONKIN: Be patient! I have not
come to who said it yet. I am saying on
the facts as I know them, and supported
by the excerpts which I have read from
a number of different sources, that head-
ing was not a true statement. Now let us
see who said it. Underneath the heading
it says,-

The Education Department had its
most trouble-free first day of school
for years, Education Minister Lewis
said yesterday.

Mr. Grayden: For years!
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That qualifies the

heading.
Mr. TONKIN: Can I be blamed if I take

it from that statement that the Minister
said that?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You cannot take
that for granted.

Mr. TONKIN: Does the Minister deny
having said that? That is what I want
to know; and I will take it up with the
newspaper. The people generally reading
that article-and very few of them would
have missed it-would have said, "My
word, things are pretty good in Western
Australia now regarding education!"

Mr. Bovell: And so they are!
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister-the man

who should know-said that the depart-
nient had its most trouble-free first day
for years-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is only a com-
parison.

Mr. TONKIN: -when, in fact, it did
not. That is the point. It did not have
its most trouble-free first day because it is
beset by more trouble-

Mr. Brand: Wrhat was the most trouble-
filled day?

Mr. TONKIN: I think it was back in
the time when the Premier was Minister
for Works.

Mr. Brand: I thought you were going
to say it was in the time when you were
Minister for Education.

Mr. TONKIN: The matter we are de-
bating now is one of opinion, not of fact:
and that is where we can diff er. I will
not cross swords with the Premier on a
question of opinion; but I will do so on a
question of fact.

Mr. Brand:. I think you are getting
your facts mixed.

Mr. Rowberry: Do you know the differ-
ence?
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Mr. TONKIN: Is the Minister going to
say that when the Teachers' Union stated
that the position in Western Australia in
regard to the size of classes had deteri-
orated, it was not telling the truth?

Mr. Loewis: I say they were quoting
opinions, and-

Mr. TONKLN: Don't dodge it that way!
Mr. Lewis: -that is all you are doing,

despite Your assertions.
Mr. TONKIN: Don't dodge it that way!

I am not saying what my opinion was
about the size of classes. I have quoted
from the teachers' official organ-their
journal-in which they said that the
situation had deteriorated in Western Aus-
tralia over the last two years. I want
to know from the Minister: Does he agree
or does he not?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That has been
said for the last 10 years, anyway.

Mr. Lewis: Yes; that sort of statement
is always being made.

Mr. TONKIN: The echo, answers "No."
That is the only basis of considering ques-
tions-face right up to the hurdle.

Mr. Lewis: You are talking about what
happened this year. You are saying this
was not a comparatively trouble-free
year?

Mr. TONKIN: That is what I am saying.
Mr. Lewis: You have told some sort of

story-not a very good one-
Mr. TONKIN: Of course, that is a mat-

ter of opinion. It was good enough to get
the Minister off his bike anyway.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
Order? I cannot allow the Minister to make
a long interjection of that nature.

Mr. Lewis: Let me make a short one
then.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Order!

Mr. TONKIN: Thank you. Mr-. Chairman!
Of course, the Minister will have ample
opportunity to speak when he gets up to
reply, to which time I look forward with
some relish. He should not use up my time
now, should he, to be fair? Of course, these
things are unpalatable. I am not here tgq
say nice things to the Minister. He has
other people who will do that. I am en-
titled to go off about this--

Mr. Lewis: Of course you are.

Mr. TONKIN: -the same as the Minis-
ter would if I had said it and it was not
true. I do not care who said it. If it was
said by someone it was not true. Because
the situation with regard to education in
Western Australia-as indeed in every
other State-is not one for complacency.

Mr. Lewis: I will agree with you there.

Mr, TONKIN: Now we are getting some-
where.

Mr. Lewis: But that is a different thing
altogether from what you have been
saying.

Mr. TONKIN: No it is not. It is serious;
and, what is more, something has to be
done about it before the nation suffers.
It does not help the situation, if we want
the support of the people at large, for
articles to be published in the daily Press
which indicate that the situation is im-
proving. That is my complaint. If the
position was that education this year had
had its most trouble-free year, that would
suggest it is improving, when, of course,
it is doing nothing of the kind; it is
deteriorating.

Mr. Brand: We all make these mistakes.
You made one or two statements about
there being no more rationing of water,
but it turned out that there was. You
probably said it in all good faith.

Mr. TONKIN: I did.
Mr. Brand: It was equally misleading.

Mr. TONKIN: I did; but I had a bit of
bad luck.

Mr. Brand: Yes, about three times.

Mr. TONKIN: I will say this: that
before the Labor Party left office all the
necessary steps had been taken to ensure
that the incoming Government would have
no need for rationing; and that the Pre-
mier cannot deny.

Mr. Brand: The situation is being recti-
fled quickly in respect of education.

Mr. TONICIN: No, it is not; not if the
teachers are to be believed, because they
were talking about strike action. floes
that suggest the situation is being rectified
quickly?

Mr. Brand: I think it was very irrespon-
sible of them.

Mr. TONKIN: I cannot help what the
Premier thinks about it; that does not
alter the facts of the matter.

Mr. Brand: The fact is they were saying
they would strike.

Mr. TONKIN: The Premier Probably
thinks everybody who contemplates strike
action is irresponsible.

Mr. Brand: It could be.

Mr. TONKIN: I would remind the Pre-
mier that it was the only weapon in the
hands of the workers in the early days;
and they would not have made the pro-
gress they did in improving their condi-
tions if they had not used it.

Mr. Brady: It was used by the primary
producers in the milk industry some years
ago, too.
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Mr. TONKIN: I can recall instances
where even farmers talked about direct
action.

Mr. Brady: Do not forget the Wheat-
growers' Union.

Mr. TONKIN: Circumstances might
justify direct action, as, of course, history
has proved over and over again. I did not
expect, when I got on my feet, that the
Minister was going to like what I had to
say; but that does not deter me. I am
not here to please the Ministers and say
nice things to them; I am here to try to
set the position properly on its keel; and
education is not properly on Its keel if the
people are told that the situation is im-
.proving when, in fact, it is deteriorating.
I am not blaming the Government for
the deterioration, because it is common
throughout Australia. But I am blaming
the M1inister for allowing that impression
to be created without making any attempt
to correct it.

Mr. floss Hutchinson'. Would it not be
true to say that education is improving,
but not quickly enough?

Mr. TONKIN: No; it would not he true
to say that at all, because we are falling
behind the standards in other countries.
We might have improved our standard
from what it was some years ago; but
even that is arguable in regard to subjects
like spelling and reading. But on com-
parative standards of various countries,
Australia, Uike it or not, is slipping behind
because it is not spending enough money
on education; and we are becoming a
second-rate nation because of it.

From time to time we deride some of the
things that are done In Soviet Russia, but
there is one thing the Russians have firmly
fixed in their minds and that is the neces-
sity for the absolute maximum of expendi-
ture on education. They do not miss a trick
in that regard. They see that the children
who have the mental potential to absorb
the education get it, because they know it
will pay dividends in the long run; whereas
we are prepared to go along quietly hoping
to get by on the minimum of expenditure;
and statements like the one that appeared
in the newspaper do not help.

We have to get the people, generally,
thinking that our education standard is
not good enough and that they have to
be prepared to pay for a higher one. That
is what we have to do.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Now you are talk-
ing!

Mr. TONKIN! Statements like that do
not help the situation, and that is MY
complaint. I hope that when the Minister
makes a report on education to a news-
paper reporter in the future, he will state
what the true position is; or will say he
has nothing to say.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [5.6
p.m.]:. A few minutes ago the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition took me to task
for interj ecting while he was speaking.

Mr. Tonkin: That is not true, either.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I asked one of the
officers of the House to get me a pull of
what the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
said, that gave rise to my interjection. I
have been informed that I cannot get a
copy of it until the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has had an opportunity to
correct the proof-which may not be until
1.2 o'clock tomorrow.

Mr. Tonkin: You can get a copy as far
as I am concerned.

Mr. GRAYDEN: In view of the fact
that the honourable member quoted from
a particular item, and in view of the fact
that I cannot get a copy of his speech, I
ask whether he will allow me to have a
look at the newspaper extract whilst I am
on my feet, because there are portions of
it that I want to refer to. I hope the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition will be
sufficiently fair to allow me to have the
news item from which he quoted.

Mr. Tonkin: Don't worry about that: I
will send the lot up to you.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Will you let me have
it now?

Mr. Tonkin: Yes.
[The papers were made available to the

member Jor South Perth.)
*Mr. ORAYDEN: The Deputy Leader of

the Opposition spoke for a considerable
time this afternoon, and the whole of his
speech was based on the assertion by him
that the Minister for Education had misled
the people of Western Australia-

Mr. Kelly: Read what it says.
Mr. GRAYDEN: -by making a state-

ment which appeared in The West Austra-
lians on the 12th February, 1963. The
article to which the honourable member
referred has this headline, "School Year
Begins Free of Troubles." Then It con-
tinues, "The Education Department had
its most trouble-free first day of school for
years." The Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition dealt with that statement, and he
spent a very large proportion of the time
of the Chamber this afternoon trying to
say that the Minister for Education had
made an untrue statement when, in actual
fact, he did not say what was Implied by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition;
namely, that this was the most trouble-
free first school day. He simply said it
was the most trouble-free first day of
school for years. That is a completely
true statement. In view of the fact that
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
made so much play on what the Minister
for Education said, I think it would be
pertinent at this stage for me to read the
entire Item-
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Mr. Tankin: I read It myself.
Mr. GRAYDEN: -because later we

might find there are other things he said
that might be qualified by the statement.
The report goes on to say-

The fast building rate In the past
few years and smaller increases in en-
rolmients had helped overcome many
crowding problems.

There was slight overcrowding at
the Attadale State School, where ex-
tensions had been planned for later in
the year. The department would try
to speed the building work and mean-
while would find some children
temporary classes In other centres.

Some children would be transferred
from the Embleton State School for
the same reason.

The principals of new high schools,
Mr. J. H. Best (Churchlands) and Mr.
D. H. Stuart (Hamilton),* were en-
thusiastic yesterday about their school
buildings, which were finished in about
four months.

Workmen were still busy on ground-
work and cleaning, but all children
were settled in classrooms in the
morning.

Fourteen specially-appointed traffic
inspectors started work yesterday on
school crosswalks in the metropolitan
area.

Wearing caps and grey dustcoats,
they will be employed part-time during
the school year to safeguard children
before and after school. They are
mostly retired men.

Today their number will be in-
creased to 16. The police -said the new
system, financed by a special Govern-
ment allocation of £ 5,000 a year. was
working well.

I cannot see why the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is objecting to a statement of
that kind. The Minister, for Education
made perfectly plain what he had in mind.
He simply said it was the most trouble-
free first day of school for years. My mind
goes back over the news items that have
appeared from year to year as a conse-
quence of these first-day troubles, and I
would be of the opinion that the first day
this Year was the most trouble-free day
for years.

Mr. J. Hegney: How would you know?

Mr. GR.AYDEN: Yet the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition spent most of the after-noon trying to tell us that the Minister for
Education misled the public. That is an
untrue statement. The Deputy Leader
of the opposition was doing exactly what
he accused the Minister for Education of
doing; he was distorting, throughout the
afternoon, the Minister's statement.

When I made that statement by way of
interjection you, Mr. Chairman, asked me
to withdraw it. I could not see that I had

done anything contrary to Standing
Orders; and the relevant one is Standing
Order No. 131 which reads--

No Member shall use offensive or
unbecoming words in reference to any
Member of the House.

I simply stated that the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition spent the greater portion
of the afternoon saying something that
was distorting the words of the Minister
for Education; and I believe that to be aL
completely true statement. It is a state-
ment of fact; and the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition should not have taken
exception to it; and I do not think you,
Sir, should have asked me to withdraw it;
because, as I have mentioned, the Minister
for Education made one statement, which
was a -perfectly clear one, and one which
was qualified. He said it was the most
trouble-free first day of school for years.

Yet the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion tried to say that the Minister for
Education had said that this was the most,
or the only, trouble-free day; but, of
course, he said nothing of the kind. He
went on to point out that there had been
troubles. In those circumstances I think
it arrant hypocrisy of the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition and he has mislead the
Chamber. That is what he has done,
and if his remarks are published they will
mislead the public. There was a perfectly
true statement by the Minister, and the
distortion by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition does not do him any credit.

I am surprised to see that he has taken
the stand he has. I think what has hap-
pened reflects great credit on the Minister
for Education and on the Government, be-
cause when the opportunity came to the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, who has
been a teacher, to criticise the Govern-
ment's administration in respect of educa-
tion; to examine what the Goverrnent
has done in respect of education; and to
look for flaws, he could not find any flaws;
otherwise, obviously, he would have spoken
of them.

Mr. Fletcher: The Teachers' Union can.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition exercised his right to speak
on this particular matter on the Esti-
mates, and not finding any flaws in the
administration of education in Western
Australia he brought out this trumped-up
excuse. That reflects great credit on the
Minister for Education and on the Gov-
ernment because obviously the administra-
tion of the Education Department is very
sound indeed when the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition cannot find anything to
criticise, instead, he has to distort, not
necessarily the statement made by the
Minister for Education, but that which
he was alleged to have made in the Press.
That goes to prove that there is nothing
much wrong with the way the Government
is admninistering the Education Depart-
ment in this State. Otherwise, the Deputy
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Leader of the Opposition would have
spoken at length of its shortcomings. As
it was, he could find nothing to criticise.

I did not intend to speak on these Esti-
mates, and I merely rose to my feet to
take the opportunity to correct the im-
pression which the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition may have created in the minds
of the public.

AIR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [5.1?
p.m.]: After listening to that lot of non-
sense I want to acquaint the H-ouse with
Some problems in my electorate. These
have been brought to my notice by way
of correspondence, and I should only take
a few minutes in dealing with them. The
first letter is one addressed to me from
the White Gum Valley Parents and Citi-
zens' Association, dated the 19th Septem-
ber, 1963. It reads as follows:-

Dear Sir,
Enclosed is a copy of a letter sent

to the Hon. Minister for Education
regarding the new classroom and ad-
ministration block promised to the
White Gum Valley Parents and Citi-
zens' Association by the Acting Mini-
ster for Education, Mr. E. D. Nalder,
VLL.A., in April of this year, on the

recommendation of the late Hion. Evan
Davies, M.L.C.

We would like you to be acquainted
with these facts, so, if in the near
future we seek your support in this
matter you would have some know-
ledge of what has transpired between
this Association and the Minister for
Education.

Yours faithfully,
Mrs. L. Nicol,

Hon. Secretary.
The following is the copy of the letter
dated the 17th September, 1963, which
was enclosed.-

Mr. F. H. M. Lewis, M.L.A.
Minister for Education, Perth.
Dear Sir,

On behalf of the above Association,
I1 wish to inquire the prospective date
of commencement of the new class-
room and administration block for the
White Gum Valley School, which was
allotted for the 1963-64 financial year.

As the last school term for this
Year has already commenced, the
Christmas vacation time is drawing
near, so a start on the new additions
in the near future, would assure this
Association, that the present situation
would to some extent be greatly eased
at the commencement of the New
Year.

Yours faithfully,
Mrs. L. Nicol,

Hon. Secretary.
Arising out of that correspondence The

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery, M.L.C., The Hon. J.
Dolan, The Hon. R. Thompson, M.L.C., and
1. as members representing the district.
visited the school to examine the situation

at first hand. We discovered that the De-
puty Leader of the Opposition and the
School Teachers' Federation of Western
Australia were quite justified-and the
member for South Perth was nob justified
-in saying that essentially, there was an
air of tranquility about education in this
State. Following that interview, we asked
the White Gum Valley Parents and Citi-
zens' Association to make a written report
of the situation as it then existed. Subse-
quently, the secretary of the association
wrote to me enclosing a copy of a letter
signed by several people and forwarded to
the various members representing the dis-
trict which I will now read to the House.
It is as follows;-

To:
Mr. H. A. Fletcher, M.L.A.
Mr. F. Lavery, MILC.
Mr. J. Dolan, M.L.C.
Mr. R. Thompson, M.L.C.

Dear Sirs,
We, the undersigned members of the

Executive of the White Gum Valley
Branch of the Parents and Citizens'
Association, submit to you this peti-
tion which summarises our request for
the erection of an additional class-
room and administrative block as an
urgent requirement so that-

(a) the children that are at pre-
sent being taught in a wash-
room in a confined space have
the comfort of a classroom of
modern standards;

(b) that the Headmaster and
Teaching Staff be provided
with accommodation in the
proposed administrative block
so that the job of educating
may be prosecuted without
handicap through lack of
facilities.

Furthermore, that all the veran-
dabs facing north that are attached
to existing buildings be enclosed with
louvres or hopper-type windows
thereby providing shelter for the stu-
dents in the wet winter months, par-
ticularly whilst eating their lunches
and also to provide space to hang their
overcoats, some of which are wet,
whilst they are in class.

That serious consideration be given
this financial year to the rebuilding
of two (2) classrooms that are at Pre-
sent located in an old galvanised
corrugated iron and timber frame
building that was ceded to the P. and
C. Branch for their use some years
ago and that if this cannot be ar-
ranged in the near future, then cer-
tainly next year. That added storage
space be provided for valuable equip-
ment much of which has been pur-
chased by the P. and C. and also to
allow space for the cleaner for his
equipment.
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As members of the Legislature you
have had the opportunity of examin-
ing on the spot the situation at the
school in the company of the execu-
tive committee and we as a committee
are of the opinion that the requests
made herein for submission to the
Minister for Education for action are
not only essential but reasonabl'e for
the well-being of the children.

H. V. Jensen.
A. M. Jensen.
L. J. Nicol.
L. M. Lally.
C. Green.
W. Chadwick.

Executive Committee,
White Gum Valley Branch.
Parents and Citizens' Association.

There is a situation which exists in the
White Gum Valley school which does not
create a very satisfactory atmosphere for
pupils. instead, it creates a feeling of
dissatisfaction amongst the members of
the Parents and Citizens' Association, the
members of the teaching staff, and the
members for the district. After examin-
ing the position at the school I took some
brief notes, which I had in tidy order, but
which I now cannot find. I do have here,
however, some of the original notes on the
facts which I discovered. There were 547
pupils accommodated in 12 rooms, which
is approximately 45 children to each room.
Does this afford satisfaction to the teach-
ers? I declare it does not,

The west end cloakroom has the wash
basin still in that room. There is a cement
floor as a consequence of Its being a wash
room, and adjacent to it there is a passage
along which blow strong gusts of wind
which often blow the children's coats
away when they are hung outside. Further,
the wind also blows into the classroom.
in that room there are three separate
classes taught by one teacher. To cope
with the overcrowding in the room many
of the pupils' chairs are turned away
from the teacher. In some places the
pupils are sitting back to back. That is
a ridiculous situation! I declare the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition is quite
justified in criticising the misleading
statements that are published in the Press,
even on the one example that I have
quoted of a school within my area. What
is more, that situation has prevailed for
years. Despite this, we see headlines In
the Press, which are very misleading,
stating that the schools are trouble-free.

Mr. O'Connor: But that referred to only
one day, did it not?

Mr. FLETCHER: That does not affect
my argument. Such statements should
not be published in the Press. It should
not be said that the school was trouble-
free, when there was trouble there and,
what is more, it still prevails. It was not

trouble-free then, and it is not trouble-
free now. I hope I have answered ade-
quately the honourable member's inter-
jection.

I did have another little piece of
paper on which I had some notes, but un-
fortunately it seems to have disappeared:
but, never mind, I have a few more notes
on this particular issue. I found that the
storeroom was inadequate, and that the
cleaners' equipment had to be left on the
verandahs and elsewhere because there
was no other place where it could be stored.
The toilet blocks are inadequate, and I
would like to point out that it is necessary
for the pupils to go on a three-mile hike
to reach the toilets in wet weather. I
should not be treating this in a jocular
manner because it is most serious.

I gave an assurance to the Parents &
Citizens' Association that I would put their
case forward, and I am endeavouring to
do so. If some of these rowdy interjectors
would only be Quiet, I might be able to pro-
ceed in a more orderly manner.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. -Manning):
I would like to point out to members that
there is too much conversation in the
Chamber. I am having difficulty in hear-
ing the member for Fremantle.

Mr. FLETCHER: You are having diffi-
culty, Mr. Chairman! I thought my voice
could be heard in Fremantle.

I also found that the headmaster's office
was in the hallway. I know the Minister
has investigated this position. I am not
trying to take advantage of the Minister,
as I will elaborate later. That is the situa-
tion which prevails at the White Gum Val-
ley school. In the staff room which is about
14 ft. square I found 14 ladies trying to
prepare Oslo lunches for 200 children on
that particular day. Those dedicated
women, who were there to help their
children, deserve something better than
that.

Mr. Lewis: We do not provide an Oslo
lunch room.

Mr. FLETCHER: Perhaps not; but if
the Minister Provided sufficient classroom
accommodation, the overcrowding that
prevails in that school would be obviated,
and there would be sufficient. accommoda-
tion available for these ladies who prepare
the Oslo lunches.

I also refer to the inadequate storage space
under the building. There is a temporary
library also in the hallway of a prefabri-
cated building. The Parents & Citizens' As-
sociation raise and spend approximately
£1 ,000 annually. I notice that it also cost
the association £100 for the necessary
materials to erect a stage. In an old build-
ing that was given to the Parents & Citi-
zens' Association years ago, there are now
38 pupils in one class and 43 in an-
other. The number of pupils has in-
creased to such an extent that, in effect,
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the Education Department is now enjoying
the use of a building which it previously
gave away.

There are 547 pupils attending that
school. There are 12 classes, which means
that there are 451/12 pupils to a class.
I never noticed '/12 of a child in any one
of the rooms I visited, although I admit it
would be rather stange for one to see
such a pupil. Nevertheless, I never
noticed a 7/~ 12Of the child or even J of a
child. What I did notice was the over-
crowding that exists in that school. I am
now making an attempt to prevail upon
the Minister, at the earliest opportunity, to
take steps to relieve the overcrowding that
exists in the classrooms and the other dis-
abilities that are suffered by those asso-
ciated with that school, and other disa-
bilities that exist,

Recently I told those who were present
at a meeting in Fremantle that we would
either lead, or be led in this part of Asia.
No doubt members opposite, as well as
those on this side, have heard dissatisfac-
tion being expressed by parents at the lack
of finance from Federal sources for the
Purpose of educating their children. They
asked local members to hear their com-
Plaint, and it was at the meeting that I
mentioned when I said that we will either
lead, or be led in this part of Asia.

I also pointed out that it was the lack
of a policy by the Federal Government in
respect of education that created the situa-
tion which now exists. If money is not
available to the Minister for Education he
cannot supply all the needs, but the Gov-
ernment should be taken to task to some
extent for not making greater efforts to
Prevail on those who control the Common-
wealth purse strings to make the money
available. This is not only the concern of
the State, but also of the Commonwealth
Government.

It is significant that many people, in
the recent Federal election, still contin-
ued to vote for such a shortsighted policy.
and the inadequate Education vote. They
have been misled by propaganda on issues
of a much lesser nature-the type of
propaganda contained in the Press state-
ment read by the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position, which endeavours to engender in
the public mind an attitude of complacency.
This situation exists in one school in may
electorate, and I assume it also exists in
other schools in this State. I promised to
take up five minutes of my time to put
forward the compaint of the White Gum
Valley School. I hope the Minister will re-
solve the situation which exists there.

MR. D. G, MAY (Canning) [5.33 pm.:
I would like to make some comments on
the overcrowding of schools, one of them
being the Riverton School which is In my
electorate. At the commencement of the
first term this year many of the children
were accommodated in a church hall situ-
ated about a mile from the main school

building. This resulted in somne incon-
venience to the parents, children, and
school teachers; but it was resolved
reasonably quickly and since then every-
thing has gone along smoothly.

In a situation like that steps should be
taken to ascertain the views of the people
concerned. in the case of the new Ross-
morne school, the parents and citizens, the
members of the local authority, and I, con-
ducted a survey in the district, which is
growing very rapidly. We submitted the
result of the survey to the Minister, who
agreed to the building of a two-classroom
school in the Rossmoyne area.

It was obvious the two classrooms would
not be sufficient to accommodate the
children in 1964. Another survey was
then taken, and it was established that two
classrooms would be insufficient to meet
the needs, so application was made for an
additional classroom. The Minister agreed
to this subsequently. We went from door
to door to obtain the views of the People,
to ensure that the figures which we de-
.sired to present to the Minister were cor-
rect. We hope that a three-classroom
school will be in operation In 1964. The
school site has just been bulldozed, and
some of the buildings arc beginning to
take shape.

Another matter I wish to raise concerns
the Bentley High School. During this
session I have made representations for
raising the status of that school to a five-
year high school. At the present time
the Bentley High School is only a three-
year high school, and parents of fourth-
year and fifth-year high school students
are very upset at the amount of travelling
these students have to do to attend the
five-year high schools. They include
children living In Canning Vale, Riverton,
Kenwidk, and Thornlie. The fourth and
fifth-year high school students have to
attend the Armadale High School, which
is a long distance away.

The Journey from Riverton or Canning
Vale to Armadale necessitates the use of
bicycles by the children to reach the high-
way or railway station, before proceeding
by bus or train to Armadale. Against that,
the Bentley High School is only a mile or
so from where they live.

Of the 20 five-year high schools in West-
ern Australia, two-thirds would have fewer
Pupils than the Bentley High School. It
is anticipated that 1,345 children will
attend the Bentley High School in 1964.
There are a number of high schools in
the metropolitan area with fewer students
than the Bentley High School.

In many districts in the closely settled
portions of the metropolitan area the pri-
mary school is not very far from the high
school, and children transferring to the
high school do not have to travel any
great distance. Transport is a Problem
in my electorate, where the children live
in Canning Vale, Riverton, Manning, and
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Koonawarra. Some families have children
attending three separate schools--a pri-
mary school, the Bentley three-year high
school, and the Applecross five-year high
school.

Some parents in my electorate have
requested that consideration be given to
permitting a first, second, or third-year
high school child to attend the Applecrass
High School, if that child has a brother
or sister already attending the Applecross
High School. They make this request be-
cause of the Problems of transport and
the supply of school uniforms. These
parents are prepared to make their own
arrangements to transport their children
to the Applecross High School. I urge
that the Minister give earnest considera-
tion to this request.

The time is opportune for the Bentley
High School to be raised to the status
of a five-year high school, because of the
large number of children attending that
school, and because of the long distances
which children in that area have to travel
to attend the five-year high schools . There
is sufficient land on the existing Bentley
High School site for additions to be made,
although there is at present some difficulty
with the oval. A deputation has been
arranged to wait on the Minister to see
what can be done in this respect.

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again, on motion by Mr. O'Neil.

CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Council; and, on

motion by Mr. Brand (Premier), read a
first time.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MRt. BRAND (Greenough-Premiier)
[5.41 p.m.): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until '7.30 p~m. today (Thursday).

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)

[5.42 p.m.): I move-
That the House do now adjourn.

Mr. TONKIN: May I put a question
to you, Mr. Speaker?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Yes.

Mr. TONKIN: Will we have a notice
paper for the sitting at 7.30 p.m. today?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Yes.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.43 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took
the Chair at '7.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE.
ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES

Difficulties at Derby: Government's
Attitude

1.Mr. RHATIGAN: In this evening's
paper there is a headline
which reads "Derby Hit By Power
Problem". As the Minister for
the North-West is aware of the
serious situation concerning the
supply of electricity which has de-
veloped in Derby, I would like to
ask him what action the Govern-
ment Proposes to take to rectify
this deplorable state of affairs.

Mr. COURT: As the honourable mem-
ber well knows, the Government
has consistently endeavoured to
bring about a better understand-
ing between the concessionaire
and the shire council. This has
been going on for many months.
I understand the shire council
has now either given notice to
the concessionaire of its intention
to exercise its right under the
agreement, or it is about to do so.
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I am not sure whether it has taken
the legal step. However, both
Parties understand that action is
to be taken. It is essentially a
matter between the shire council
and the concessionaire. However,
the Government is watching the
position closely to see if it can
help in any way to bring about a
better supply of power to Derby
by assisting the parties concerned
to settle their differences.

2. Mr. RHATIQAN: I am not satisfied
with the Minister's answer to my
Previous question. As it appears
at the moment, it would seem
that the town of Derby will be
without power. I would like the
Minister to take some urgent and
drastic steps to rectify the situa-
tion.

Mr. COURT: The way the honourable
member speaks, one would think
this was something new. He
knows, or he should know, that
this has been going on for a long
time, and the Government has
been telling the shire council that
it should make sure it does not
allow the situation to develop to
the point where Derby would be
without Power. The Government
has done more than could be ex-
pected of it in this matter. How-
ever, as I have said, we are doing
all we can to make a better
arrangement between the parties
with a view to improving the
situation.

COUNTRY MEMBERS
Provision of Housing by Government

3. Mr. HALL asked the Premier:
Would the Premier give earnest
consideration to leasing or pur-
chasing premises for the housing
of country members during their
term of office?.

Mr. BRAND replied:
I cannot give that undertaking.
The matter is being considered,
but it would be misleading at this
juncture if. I said I would give it
earnest consideration. It is one
that is before the Government,
but I personally do not feel that
it is an obligation we should
accept when there is such an
urgent need to provide for schools
and hospitals and other public
works.

COMPANIES ACT
Amending Legislation to neat with

Abuses
4. Mr. TONKIN: It was mentioned on the

news this evening that the Vic-
torian Government had introduced
legislation to amend the Compan-
ies Act to deal with certain abuses

that had been occurring, particu-
larly with regard to companies ike
Reid Murray.

Will the Government make in-
quiries to find out the nature of
this legislation; and, if it thinks
fit, take steps to introduce similar
legislation at the earliest possible
date in Western Australia?

Mr. BRAND: The Government is al-
Ways willing to examine legisla-
tion introduced by other States,
particularly if it is of a complex
nature. Legislation of this kind
can only be experimental, and
this State will only be too anxious
to introduce such legislation if it
Proves to be successful in resolving
some of the problems that have
beset us under this heading.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1963-1964

In Committee of Suppfly
Resumed from the previous sitting, the

Chairman of Committees (Mr. 1. W. Man-
ning) in the Chair.

Vote: Education, £12,386,225 (partly
considered) -

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta) [7.38 p.m.]:
There Is only one small matter I wish to
touch upon, and in respect of it I make
an appeal to the Minister for Education.
As members are aware, it has been the
practice for as long as I can remember,
for the results of the Junior Certificate
and Leaving Certificate examinations to
be published in the Press; in other words,
for them to be made public.

I have been approached in connection
with this matter, and have given it some
thought; and I have very grave doubts as
to the wisdom of the procedure. Surely, if
I am a candidate for an examination, it is,
or it should be, my business as to whether
I pass in six or eight subjects, or whether
I fail completely. If I am unfortunate, as
a candidate, to fail badly, I cannot for the
life of me understand why this fact should
be publicised.

In respect of children of tender years,
many of whom have very sensitive natures,
it could have a lasting effect: a damaging
and detrimental effect. As we are aware,
children, without being evil in any sense
of the word, are exceedingly cruel and
callous; and it is possible, because of their
criticism and condemnation of a child who
has done badly in an examination, they
could cause that child a good deal of
mental distress and worry; and, of course,
it will have no advantage at home.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think that is
rare.

Mr. GRAHAM: I would not say so.
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The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
Order! Let the honourable member make
his speech.

Mr. GRAHAM: I confess it is a few
years since I was a schoolboy, and the
results of my examinations were published.
Perhaps I was one of the fortunates who
Passed, and therefore I was not affected.
But surely we would be aware of the
feelings of those who are unsuccessful.
What is the reason for the publication of
these examination results? What is the
necessity for it?

Perhaps I can offer a suggestion as to
how the position could be met. Would
there be any difficulty, when the child
nominated as a candidate for either of
the examinations I have in mind-the
Junior or the Leaving Certificate-for him
to submit a stamped envelope addressed
either to himself or to his parents? Then,
instead of a complete list being compiled
and handed to the Press, the list would
be used to fill out a form of details in
respect of each candidate. I do not think
any difficulty would be involved in that:
it would certainly not involve any addi-
tional cost.

I am unaware of what happens in more
Populous countries. When an equivalent
examination is being held in Great Britain,
for instance, I should say it would need a
special edition of perhaps 200 pages to
encompass the names of all of the students
who passed either one or two subjects, or
many more.

To a large extent my feeling is that this
Procedure was followed many years ago,
and without having reflected upon the ef-
fect it might have, we have Continued the
Process. I want to make it perfectly clear,
as I think members will appreciate, that
this is not a criticism of this Government;
neither is it an attempt to deny the Press
access to matters which are of public in-
terest.

I have come to the conclusion that it is
a matter of primary concern to the child,
and to his parents: and if it Is known that
on a certain date the results will be posted
out to all concerned, then the uncles and
aunts, and other people who might be in-
terested in the welfare of that child, can
inquire from his parents as to how he did
in the examinations. It would thus be kept
in the family circle; or in an intimate
circle, instead of being publicised.

Naturally enough, I have no figures as
to the number of children who would be
detrimentally affected. I would say, how-
ever, that it would be distressing to any
child, particularly if he had failed. while
most of the other children in his class
had proved successful in the examination.
There could possibly be the odd child who
would taunt the one who happened to fall,
because of some Particular circumstances.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I Suppose You
realise that the great majority would like
to see their names in the papers.
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Mr. GRAHAM: The successful ones; and
I suppose those who like that sort of
thing would not keep the news to them-
selves. They would acquaint all and
sundry. But if I happened to be a person
who failed I would not beef out abroad
the fact that I sat for seven subjects and
passed two only, or anything of that
nature. I think it is a matter on which
the Minister would not be in the position
to make any comment immediately, but
I suggest to him quite seriously that he
might discuss it with the Director-General
of Education and his other advisers to
see if there is not some merit in the
suggestion I offer and in respect of which
I have been prompted. I am not taking
full credit for the thought in this matter.
That is the only comment I have to make
in respect of the education vote.

MRl. HALL (Albany) [7.46 P.m.): I do
not intend to delay the House for long,
but on Tuesday, the 3rd December, 1963
I asked a question of the Minister for
Education, which appears in Votes and
Proceedings under the heading "Unem-
ployed Youth-Government help in Voca-
tional Training." The first question was
as follows:-

(1) As it is anticipated that 4,500
high school students, with aca-
demic qualifications, will leave
school at the end of this year to
seek employment, what action
does the Government Intend to
take to counter the ever-rising
number of unemployed youths?

The Minister replied as follows--
(1) Every effort is made in the Tech-

nical Division to cater for the de-
mands for full time training in
existing courses and the range of
these courses Is constantly being
extended, one addition in 1984,
for example, being a new business
studies course for youths seeking
employment involving account-
ancy and commerce.

In dealing with this question I would say
that the range of the courses is not suffici-
ent to meet thle academic qualifications of
the students who are leaving high school,
My suggestion is that the Government
should Provide mare elasticity so as to
close the gap. I am of the opinion that the
Government should introduce pre-appren-
ticeship training as I do not think appren-
ticeship training is sufficient. I know that
the introduction of this type of training
was a step forward, but pre-apprenticeShlp
training would be a further step forward,
and it is something that should be looked
into. Children should be given absolute
encouragement to be fitted for employment
and some of the burden should be taken
away from parents. Question No. (2) was
as follows:-

(2) Would the Government give
earnest consideration to subsidla-
Ing vocational Youth training In
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all branches of employment with
a view to helping the young to a
better appreciation of technical
training, this to be over and above
the pre-apprenticeship training
as envisaged?

The Minister replied-
(2) It is not clear what type of

training is implied in the question
but the Technical Division is al-
ways ready to introduce new
courses...

I will not read any more of that answer.
We find that a great number of students

leave school at primary standard and they
do not have a chance of obtaining the type
of employment they desire. I would say
that the member for Baleatta hit the nail
on the head when he was speaking. A
child can be brilliant in one field, but his
overall school results show a very differ-
ent Picture. Therefore I feel we should
introduce a scheme whereby children who
have a bent in a certain direction can be
interviewed by people with human under-
standing with a view to those children ob-
taining vocational training to bring out the
best that is in them.

In my electorate there is a boy who wishes
to become an architect. He has definite
tendencies that way, but his general edu-
cation is lacking. Tf that boy could be
trained by someone with human under-
standing it would fit him to carry out the
occupation he desires. There could pos-
sibly be more vocational youth training at
high-school level, but my particular aim
.is in regard to the lower standard of edu-
cation so that those with a flair In a par-
ticular direction can be trained along suit-
able lines.

I now wish to speak about the education
of parents. There are many occasions that
we. as parents, try to help our student
children, but through the years we lose
contact with, the modern methods of
mathematics, English, and so on. We
vaguely try to interpret the text books, but
we find this very difficult to do. However,
Parents in the metropolitan area are f or-
tunate because they can send their child-
emn to a commercial college in order that
they may brush up a certain subject. I
understand that the Education Depart-
ment does not particularly favour that,
but a parent takes this step in order to
see that a son or a daughter receives
adequate training in certain subjects.

I think there should be closer co-opera-
tion between the teacher, the pupil, and
the parent; and the parent should receive
guidance from the teacher In order to help
the children. I was never a very good
student of arithmetic and when I1 have
looked at the modemn methods they have
seemed quite complicated to me. I do not
think the Premier would like to go back to
school or be told to, in order to educate his
son.

Mr. H. May: It might be a good idea if
he did.

Mr. HALL: He said the other night that
we were both slow learners. Perhaps that
is so. Turning to another matter, I would
say that in Albany we have strong claims
for a teachers' training college. Some time
ago I asked the following question of the
Minister for Education:-

(1) What was the intake of students
to metropolitan teachers' training
colleges for the years 1956-57 to
1962-63?

1 will not elaborate further on that por-
tion of the question. The second part was
as follows:-

(2) What percentage of students over
each of those years came from-

(a) the metropolitan area;
(b) country areas?

The Minister replied as follows:-
Intake to Peretage Percentage

Year Jlotb from Metro- from Coun-
colleges politas Arm. try Areas

1056 ... 440 61 39
1057 ... 471 57 43
1058 525 64 38
190 ,. 549 64 36

1962 .... 623 61 so

1963 533 67 33

Taking those figures on a ratio of popula-
tion. the country intake of 32 per cent as
against 67 per cent represents practically
50 per cent. I would say that on those
figures the country areas are entitled to
have a training college and I forthwith put
forward a claim for Albany.

Mr. Fletcher: Whly?
Mr. HALL: We have a fifth-year high-

school: and a training college would serve
the lower part of the great southern. I do
not intend to delay you any longer, Mr.
Chairman, as I know you are anxious to
get back to your electorate. However, I
would draw the attention of the Premier
and the Minister to the fact that when
they are considering the establishment of
a university they should not overlook the
potentialities of Albany, which is in a
natural setting in an agricultural area, and
has a. fine environment for the training of
students.

MR. MOR (Boulder-Eyre) [7.56 p.m.]:
I wish to bring one or two matters to
the notice of the Minister for Education.
First of all I want to refer to school facili-
ties at Esperance. The school at Esper-
ance has been there for a long time. It
has been added to, from time to time,
but. there is a very fast growing popula-
tion in that centre and it is composed
largely of young people. In addition, many
of the people coming into the town have
young children of school age.

There are quite a lot of problems, as
the Minister is aware, in regard to facili-
ties at the school. I have taken these mat-
ters up with him before, One is the ques-
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tion of an additional building at the
school. I know there are difficulties in
connection with this, because the area of
ground on which the school is situated,
while at one time good enough for the re-
quirements of the Education Department,
is not good enough to meet the needs of
today. With the development that has
taken place in that district the present
school area is quite inadequate.

I understand there is another area which
the department wishes to have as a school
site; and I would request the Minister that
when the department starts to build that
school the buildings be of a substantial
nature and not like the present building.
Esperance, will be there for a long time
and it certainly warrants the building of
a substantial school.

Another matter Is the fact there are no
facilities available at Esperance for child-
ren past the Junior stage. I know when I
asked him questions on the matter the
Minister advised me it was necessary to
have an attendance of so many children.
I want to say this to the Minister: Do not
wait until there is a full complement of
children who would be eligible to go on
and take the course of education up to
Leaving standard, because the fact that
these facilities are not there at present
means that a lot of the children know it
is impossible for them to go to Leaving
standard.

The nearest fifth-year school to Esper-
ance is the Eastern Goldfields High School.
some 250 miles away. In the majority of
case it would be an impossibility for the
children to go to that school. There are
many reasons for this. Parents do not like
their children to go that far away from
home, especially when there are no hostel
facilities at Kalgoorlie and the children
would have to find some other type of
accommodation. We know that Esperance
is a town which serves a very large
area in which there must be a sizeable
child population. I do not believe we
should wait until there is a surplus of
children qualified to take the Leaving
course before such facilities are made
available at Esperance. The Minister for
Education should take quite a serious look
at that position and see if the teaching
facilities can be provided to give these
children a chance to go beyond the Junior
standard.

I understand that the Esperance School
has a very good record indeed in regard
to the Junior result. I think it was the
year before last that every child who sat
for the Junior obtained it, and I think
that is a very fine record indeed. It is
very sad to think that children of such
aptitude do not have the opportunity to
continue on, but must leave school. If
they do want to continue on they must
come to the metropolitan area where they

are right away from their families and
are deprived of parental guidance, which
is not a very desirable situation.

We believe in decentralisation, so there-
fore let us do something practical towards
it in the field of education. No-one on
either side of the House will argue, about
the urgent necessity of providing the best
education we can for our children, par-
ticularly if those children have the ability.
We as a nation cannot afford to lose any
potential ability the children may have
just because there are no education facili-
ties available where they are required.
It is a very sad thing in such circumstances
not only for Lhe child concerned and his
parents, but also for the conmnunity.
Brilliant children who are capable of fur-
thering their education should not be pre-
vented from doing so because the educa-
tion facilities are not available. I do hope
the Minister and his department will take
a very serious look at this situation.

The other matter I wish to d'scuss is in
relation to a school on the trans.-line at
Rawlinna. Most members may nob have
heard of the town, but it is quite a sizeable
Place on the line. The procedure the
Commonwealth Railways has adopted is to
establish som6 townsites along the line for
single men and some for married couples
with pre-school children, and Rawlinna is
the centre for the families with children
of school age. Those families with pre-
school age children are transferred to
Rawlinna as -soon as the children reach
school age.

Rawlinna is a sizeable place with a good
little country school. Earlier this year the
Minister was good enough to supply me
with information to the effect that the
department proposed to do quite a lot of
building at that centre. I was informed
that a contract for the erection of a school
-I take it replacing the old one-had
been let for an amount of £24,749. I
thought that for that sum of money some-
thing really out of the box would be
erected, and I wrote to the Minister re-
questing details of the proposals, and ex-
pressed the hope that he would provide a
cool drinking water system and ceiling
fans. I would Point out to members that
during the long summer experienced at
this centre the temperature is in advance
of 100 degrees on most days. Therefore
members can understand how trying It
must be for the children and the teachers
in that very hot climate.

I thought it would be a simple matter
to provide the facilities to which I re-
ferred. However, when the Minister sup-
plied me with the answers to my ques-
tions regarding the details of the contract,
he informed we that a new two-roomed
school was to be erected together with new
toilet blocks. In addition the playing
area was to be built up against the water
in the wet weather, because although that
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town is right aWay 6h the Nullarbor Plain,
it can be exceedingly wet when the heavy
rains fall from time to time.

The Minister said that alterations were
also being made to the teacher's quarters
to provide for a second teacher. But I
was astonished when he informed me that
the cool drinking water system and the
fans could not be provided, because the
town's power supply did not commence
until 4 p.m. each day. He told me that
on the 1st July this year. I am mentioning
this because I want to draw to the atten-
tion of the Minister the fact that he must
have been wrongly informed. On the 19th
November I asked the Minister the follow-
ing questions, subsequent to my earlier
request:, -

(1) Has he made any provision for
the supply of cool drinking water
at the Rawlinna School?

(2) Will cooling fans be installed for
the benefit of the children in the
summer?

(3) If not, why not?
The Minister replied-

(1) and (2) No.
(3) There is not suitable power avail-

able at Rawlinna during school
hours.

What I want to bring to the Minister's
attention is the fact that suitable power
is available. To substantiate this claim,
I want to quote from a. letter written to a
person-I will not mnention any names--
who made inquiries of the Australian
Federated Union of Locomotive Engine-
men in regard to another matter. The
union's reply to his letter was--

Regarding your query to
concerning air-conditioning of Rest-
house at Rawlinna, I wish to advise
that during a deputation to the Com-
missioner, Mr. K. A. Smith, the sub-
ject of air-conditioning of Tarcoola
resthouse was discussed and Mr.
Smith Intimated that he expected to
place on capital estimates costs of
air-conditioning both Tarcocla and
Rawlinna.

When asked of the possibility of
having this carried out before next
summer Mr. Smith advised that he
expected to have air-conditioning in-
stalled at Tarcoola, which will receive
priority, completed by the 30th Sep-
tember, and work would be carried out
at Rawlinna immediately afterwards.

That was in relation to railway barracks
situated at these centres, and they are
quite large establishments which it is pro-
posed to air-condition as indicated in the
letter.

I am also informed that in addition to
air-conditioning being installed in the rail-
way barracks, the families there are en-
couraged by the Commissioner of the Com-
monwealth Railways to install air-con-
ditioning units in their houses in order

that they might be more comfortable. Of
course, the power supply must be avail-
able 24 hours a day for these units to
function. If at Rawlinna there is suff-
cient Power available to supply those
people encouraged to install air-condition-
ing plants in their homes, then suffcient
power must be available for the units I
have requested for the school; that is, the
cool drinking water unit and the ceiling
fans.

I would have thought that when the
Government was prepared to go to the
extent of spending £24,000 there-and I1 do
not want the Premier to think for one
moment that I am criticising this expen-
diture, because I am not. I am very
pleased that the Government has seen fit
to spend the money when I know it must
be short of money for education. How-
ever, as I was about to say, it does seem
to me that while on the one hand the Gov-
ernment is doing something which is to be
applauded, on the other hand, it is spoil-
ing things by niot providing the cool
drinking water unit and the fans for the
school.

Mr. Lewis: Is it a fact that the power
is not available before 4 p.m.?

Mr. MOIR.: Yes, all day.
Mr. Lewis: It is available all day?
Mr. MOIR.: Yes; I have inquired two or

three times of people who are employed
on the line and they say it is available
all day.

Mr. Lewis: It will be supplied to the
railway barracks, will it?

Mr. MOIR.: Yes.
Mr. Lewis: And the people in the town?
Mr. MOIR: Yes.
Mr. Lewis: Does the Education Depart-

went know the power is available in the
town?

Mr. MOIR.: According to the Minister's
answers to my questions on the 19th
November, it does not.

Mr. Lewis: No; it did not know. But
you have found out since.

Mr. MOIRL: I found out long before.
This letter I quoted was written on the
23rd July. That does not, of course, say
the power was supplied there then. It
stated that the air-conditioning would be
available at Tarcoola by the 30th Septem-
ber. The work at Rawlinna would be
carried out immediately afterwards, and I
take it that the air-conditioning is now
in operation at Rawlinna. The last time
I inquired, a few weeks ago, they said the
Installation was well advanced then. I
asked the person who supplied me with
this information whether I would be quite
safe in telling the Minister for Education
that the power was available there, and
he said, "Yes."
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Mr. Lewis: You have not so informed
me until tonight.

Mr. MOIR: I have not informed the
Minister until tonight, but I am taking
this opportunity of doing so, because my
last questions to the Minister were directed
to him only a couple of weeks ago, on the
19th November, when I wanted to ascertain
the Minister's answers to the situation.
Therefore I am taking this opportunity
of bringing the fact to his attention-not
in any critical way. I do not want the
Minister to think that for a moment.

I san merely taking this opportunity of
placing the facts before him in the hope
that he will investigate the position; and
if it is as I have stated, grant my request,
which I feel is a reasonable one-that cool
drinking water unit and fans be installed.
It is a little late for this year, but it would
be wonderful if the children knew that
when they resumed after the holidays their
conditions would be much more pleasant
than they are at present.

I will say the information the Minister
has supplied to me is that there will be
construction to alleviate the extreme
climatic conditions. I take it the Minister
has to try to do everything possible to mnake
the school as cool as it can be in the sum-
mer, commensurate with keeping people
warm in winter; because it can be very
cold out there in the winter. I will let
the matter rest with the Minister, and
with some confidence, too.

MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) r8.16
p.m.]:. I wish to bring to the Minister's
notice a matter I touched on in this Cham-
ber 12 months ago; and I have also asked
a number of questions in connection with
it at different times to find out what the
department was doing about the quarters
at the Burracoppin School.

The departmental files show that for
some time there has been a concerted move
to have some improvements made. To re-
fresh the Minister's memory and give him
a clue as to the position, I point out that
these school quarters are in a very low-
lying locality- It is an area which is giving
the Merredin Shire Council considerable
concern in respect of getting rid of any
waters that flow into Burracoppin, because
of the low-lying position. The quarters
that the head teacher occupies are very
old; and for some unknown reason, al-
though the quarters are very poor and
would be regarded in most places as sub-
standard, it is remarkable that almost
without exception married teachers with
young children are sent there.

As soon as there is a thunderstorm,
heavy winter rain, or other type of down-
pour, the house is immediately surrounded
by water, and in order to get into it the
people have to paddle through the water,
which lodges and remains there for some
time. Another undesirable feature is that

the earth underneath the house remains
damp for a considerable time after the
water has drained away, and forms a
health hazard.

The Minister's predecessor promised that
the matter was in train and that within a
short time something would be done. I
advised the then headmaster that favour-
able consideration was being given to the
matter.

When I spoke to the present Minister
some 12 months ago, he advised me that
the whole matter of quarters was in the
melting pot. But I do not think it is good
enough for that to apply to a place like
Burracoppin. There will not be many
changes in the district. The population is
reasonably static-if anything, it is improv-
ing a little, but not a great amount. There
will always be a head teacher there, and
one or two monitors; and it does seem a
pity that a type of house which is regarded
by every person who goes into it as sub-
standard should be provided. I appeal to
the Minister to do something definite in
this regard.

It is not a matter of waiting for a policy.
This Is a substandard home that is too
small for a family man. In addition, there
is the flooding problem which occurs many
times a year. Whenever there is an inch
of rainfall this house Is surrounded by
water. I make this appeal to the Minister
in the hope that something will bc done
very soon.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) 18.20
p.m.]: I pose one question to the Minister:
When are we going to have some tennis
courts at the Kent Street Senior High
School? I have been pursuing this matter
since 1961. and it bad been pursued by
others before that date. There are 1,500
students at the school, and it is the only
senior high school in the metropolitan
area without tennis courts. I want to
know why the discrimination; and when
will some funds be allotted for the provision
of this amenity?

I will briefly explain the position once
more. The students on their sports days
have to travel as far away as South Perth,
Bentley, Carlisle-and, indeed, all over the
surrounding districts-to find their own
tennis courts. They have to pay their own
fares to and from the tennis courts, and
they are not under supervision during any
of that time. At McCallum Park the female,
students still have to change behind the
ti-tree hedge. I am getting quite a num-
ber of complaints from parents on that
score. There are plans out for the courts
and the land is available for them. All we
want is a little bit of money.

Mr. Brand: What is the estimated cost?
Mr. DAVIES: I am in exactly the same

position as the Minister for Labour: he
did not know the cost of amendments to
the Workers' Compensation Act and I do
not know the cost of tennis courts.
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Mr. Brand: You said, "A little bit of
money." I wondered what you thought
was a little bit of money.

Mr. Graham: Probably £3,000 to £5,000.
Mr. Brand: Where did you get your in-

formation?
Mr. Graham: I fought hard and unsuc-

cessfully to get tennis courts for the Perth
Girls' School.

Mr. Brand: We had another Treasurer
in those days.

Mr. DAVIES: I thank the Premier for
his interjection and the member for Sal-
catta for his reply. On the 26th Septem-
ber I asked the Minister for Education
this question-

HOW much money has been spent on
improving sporting facilities at the
Kent Street Senior High School for
each of the last five years?

In 1959-60 the magnificent sum of £150
was so spent, and in 1960-61 there was an
amount of £435; and that is all. Ap-
parently the improvements were water
reticulation to the new oval and to the
cricket pitch in 1960. I understand
that the oval was provided mainly as a
result of the work of volunteers. At the
time there was no parents and citizens'
association at the school, although one has
since been established. The parents did
most of the work on the oval.

This year I asked whether the Minister
would consider putting the courts in and
letting the students pay is. a game or Is.
an afternoon for their use. The parents
said that would be cheaper in the long
run, and they would be quite prepared to
make that payment if the Government was
so hard pressed for money that it could
not afford to make the courts available
without any charge. They felt a payment
of Is. an afternoon would be cheaper than
what it was costing them, as they were pay-
ing fares and usually 3s. or 45. as their
share of the cost of the hire of private
courts.

One of the worst features is that the
children are not under supervision. At all
times when students are, or should be, at
school, they should be under the control
of a teacher. When, however, they are
scattered all over the metropolitan area,
or all over the region surrounding the
school, there cannot be a teacher at each
tennis court, because there are not suffi-
cient teachers. The best they can do is
to tour the area in a car. This is most
undesirable, and it certainly is not of much
assistance in coaching the students.

Last year another member asked the
Education Department what was provided
in the way of amenities, and I was informed
that in regard to ground development the
department takes full responsibility for the
development of playing fields at the senior
high schools. Provided there Is sufficient
land, a football oval, hockey field, tennis

courts, and basket-ball courts are provided,
and an independent water supply is in-
stalled.

I feel the Kent Street Senior High
School has been consistently overlooked.
I do not say it has been overlooked de-
liberately, but I could not miss this oppor-
tunity of bringing it once again to the
notice of the Minister to ask him whether
he will do something about this most un-
fair discrimination.

MIR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) (8.27
pm.]: While the Minister is in the mood
to be educated, I have a matter to bring
before him. It concerns the Marble Bar
Szhool. He may have had correspondence
on this matter. I was approached by the
Marble Bar Shire Council on the question
of the additional accommodation at the
Marble Bar State School in view of the
fact that it is the intention of the Depart-
ment of Native Welfare to erect a hostel
in Marble Bar, This will mean additional
students at the school, so it appears there
is a necessity for additional classroom
accommodation. The Marble Bar Shire
Council wrote a letter to the Director of
Education as follows:-

At the last meeting of the Council,
I was directed to ascertain and request
if any plans are in mind for the ex-
tension of the Marble Bar Government
School. In view of the building of the
new Native Hostel, which It is antici-
pated will double the population of
the School.

Your comments on this matter
would be appreciated by the Council.

He received a reply to that from the
Deputy Director of Education (Mr. Dett-
man) as follows:-

I acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 23rd October 1963, with refer-
ence to the accommodation at the
Marble Bar School.

The Department has made no plans
as yet for additions to the school, as
it is considered preferable to wait until
the enrolment position becomes clear.
If as a result of the building of the
new Native Hostel, the number of
children attending the school in 1964
is In excess of the available accomn-
modation, temporary accommodation
will be arranged until a further room
can be built.

The position Is being closely watched,
and action will be taken by the De-
partment to ensure that the school
does not become overcrowded or
classes become unduly large.

The point I bring to the notice of the
Minister is that he is also the Minister for
Native Welfare. I would think that he,
controlling both these departments, would
have at his disposal the anticipated figures
of students who will be attending this
hostel, and that he would have the figures
of the children already attending the State
school, which is Pretty well, I believe, up
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to capacity. I do not, therefore, see why
It is necessary to have to wait until the
hostel is complete and occupied before we
can ascertain what the necessary school
accommodation will be.

It seems rather strange to suggest tem-
porary accommodation-that would be in
such places as the road board ball or the
shire ball, or something of that nature-
until further accommodation is arranged
by the school.

I request the Minister, If he would be
good enough to do so-because copies of
these letters have been forwarded to him,
and as the hostel is erected-to see that
the necessary classroom accommodation
will be ready for the students as they go
into the hostel rather than endeavour to
make temporary classroom accommodation
available.

Whilst I am on my feet I would be most
appreciative if the Minister could give me
his views on the latest development of the
facilities for the Port Hedland High School,
and whether it is his Intention to expedite
these extremely necessary facilities in this
area, because the population of Port
Hedland is increasing rapidly. As I have
said on many previous occasions, the
people of that town are faced with the
undesirable alternative of sending their
children to Perth for their secondary
school educational studies. In many in-
stances this is most undesirable. It is also
extremely expensive, and most people can-
not afford it. I do not wish to waste the
time of the Committee but, as I have said,
I would greatly appreciate the Minister
giving some attention to these matters.

MR. JALMIESON (Beeloo) [8.31 p.m.]: I
wish to speak on high schools and high
school sites. The member for Victoria
Park referred to the lack of sporting
facilities at Kent Street High School, and
fromn the figures he has quoted it would
appear that that school is receiving as
raw a deal as it has ever had. When 1
became a member of this H-ouse some 11
years ago the Kent Street High School was
then in my territory, so I can honestly
say the Government has never spent much
money on sporting facilities of any kind
at that school, considering the number of
children who attend it. It has been left
to its own devices, mainly because it was
developed in an era when the Government
was more concerned about finding money
for building schools, and when it had more
urgent calls on its finances.

However, in recent times I1 have seen the
development of other high schools, and the
Provision of facilities and sporting fields
which have not been paid for out of funds
raised by the parents and citizens' associa-
tion, as they were at the Kent Street High
School when Mr. McGrath was head-
master. In those days any facilities that
were provided were financed from money
raised from concerts and other similar
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functions. This money was also used to
provide the tennis courts which Mr. Davies
has mentioned.

So it is high time the Government re-
viewed its policy on high schools and sport-
ing facilities for them. The Kent Street
High School was really a prototype of the
high schools that are now built around
the metropolitan area. Previous to Kent
Street school being constructed we had
segregated high schools, and because Kent
Street High School was a prototype [ do
not think much money was spent on it in
the early days. I know I was always
complaining about the lack of facilities
at the school-especially facilities to enable
the scholars to change so that they could
engage in the various sports-and it would
appear that the position is much the same
now.

It is evident that the Government has
had a cheap run, so far as the provision of
amenities at the Kent Street High School
is concerned. That school is not in MY
territory now, but I thought I would draw
the Minister's attention to my experience
in this area in view of what the member
for Victoria Park had to say a few moments
ago.

In my opinion, it would seem that high
school accommodation has got out of
control in the metropolitan area, andi
whilst it would seem that the Education
Department intends to get on with the job
next year, as the Minister will see from
the notice paper. I intend to ask some
questions tomorrow in regard to studeitts
travelling from Carlisle to the Governor
Stirling Hrigh School at Midland Junction.
To me it would seem that this is a very
unsatisfactory and unfair way to educate
the children of this district. The student
who has to travel from Carlisle to Midland
Junction every day is at a great disadvant-
age compared with the student whto lives
at West Midland, Bellevue, or even at
]Bayswater, because those students truly
have more time in which to study, and
more time in which to do all the things
necessary to bring their educational
standard a little higher in preparation for
their examinations. The longer it taken
a child to travel to school and return, the
harder it is for that student in the long
run, because the time that is taken up
in travelling to and from his school could
be used to advantage in further study.

Therefore I think something must be
done to speed up the provision of high
schools in the eastern suburbs. The Min-
ister appreciates that there is a need for
them in this district because two sites have
already been selected for the construction
of high schools. I admit that there is
disputation over the Kewdale site at the
moment. The other site is somewhere be-
hind Boans Waverley at Cannington. As
I hove said, the first site is in dispute and
possibly it could be moved a little to suit
the purposes of all concerned.
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But the Cannington site, on which a
high school will be erected next year-I
say "next year" because I see from an item
on the Estimates that there is provision
for it-is in an area which was previously
known as the Treasure cow paddocks, and
the topsoil will not allow much movement
for the provision of a sporting field. In-
deed, the soil will create a great deal of
troublc to the department when it aL-
tempts to install a septic tank system for
the high school. The answers to the
numerous questions I have asked indicate
that it will be a long time before the
sewerage connections will reach that area.

Therefore I would point out that Boans
Waverley, which is right alongside the
high school site, has no need for the in-
stallation of a septic tank system as large
as that which will be required at the new
high school, but it h-as been faced with
many problems in relation to the septic
tank system. First of all, Beoans installed
its own sewerage system. I think the
Minister for Works might know a little
about that. It cost the company about
£25,000 to provide its own sewerage
plant. However, this did not prove to be
efficient, and the drain-off into the Can-
ning River was found to contain a bacteria
count which was too high;, and, as a result.
]3ovns had to find some other means of
dlisposing of the effluent.

Fortunately for Boans, an old sewer line,
right alongside the railway line and lead-
ing from the Mumzone pickle factory at
rEast Cannington, was unearthed. This
sewer line was used to dispose of the
wastes from that factory. There must
have been extensive pressure brought to
bear by one of my predecessors who had
more influence than I have in being able
to get the sewer main extended some five
miles or so to serve one particular estab-
lishmrent. However, this old sewer line
prcved to be a boon to Boans because it
was able to get access to it, and so draw
the effluent from its septic tank system
back to an access main at Welshpool.

The Government will be faced with a
similar problem when it commences to
install a septic tank system for the high
school on the Cannington site. I do not
think it will be a practicable proposition,
because there is no way of disposing of the
waste sludge in that particular terrain.
The Minister will know that, in the main.
these major high schools need sufficient
sporting fields close by. It Is true there
is a vast tract of land available there, but
any attempt to develop it, without bring-
ing in a considerable quantity of sand fill-
ing from outside, would prove to be quite
costly. I do not think the drainage
systemn will prove to be successful even if
large drains are provided.

The nature of the soil in that area is
such that it will not allow the water to
run away. It is the worst type of clay
soil that one could encounter. I do not

know whether the school sites committee
took into consideration the vast cost to
the Government that would be involved
when it selected this site. I realise that
there is not much suitable land available.
but I could perhaps suggest that even a
site nearer to the Canning River would
be more suitable. The spot I am thinking
of was known for a time as the Kersley
Estate, which the then Minister for Hous-
ing-the present member for Balcatta-
inspected on one occasion, but he was not
particularly impressed with it because the
advice I received from his department was
that it was inclined to be wet. Neverthe-
less, the soil is more of a sandy nature and
is less inclined to be wet than the exist-
ing site, andi I think that area of land is
still available, although some of it has
been subdivided and sold.

In my opinion, the possibility of using
a site such as that could have been more
closely examined. Even if the existing
site is close to transport and other neces-
sary facilities, the question of the cost
of developing it must prove to be a problem
to the Minister because such cost must
come out of the Education Vote. Further,
when resumptions are necessary-as they
are in the Kewdale area-as against the
selection of a site on which there are no
houses or private property, the cost of
such resumptions could he spent on furth-
er development of the area if there is only
one allocation to that particular school.

In reverting to the original problem I
raised-namely, the question of students
travelling from Carlisle to the Governor
Stirling High School at Midland Junction-
I would point out to those who know the
lay of the land that they will be acquaint-
ed with the fact that on one side of the
Albany Highway there is the Kent Street
'High School; near the Collier pine planta-
tion there is the Bentley High School; and,
on the other side of the line, and close to
Carlisle, is the sprawling Belmont High
School. But the students from the centre
of Carlisle are going to be asked to go
over the top of the area, and through the
area from where these students are drawn,
to a high school much further out than
one to which these students should go.

It would appear to be bad planning on
the part of the Education Department if
it expects the students from Carlisle to
travel such a long way to attend a high
school. Whilst I realise there could be
some disruption in transferring students
around to arrive at a more equitable
arrangement, it would appear that If the
boundaries were either contracted or en-
larged within a radius of the Carlisle
school, it would obviate the necessity for
some scholars going past a high school
to attend another one some 10 or 12 miles
away.

If this is to be the pattern followed in
allocating students to the various schools
we are not going to get very far. I real-
ise that the high school population in the
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metropolitan area is growing rapidly and
is causing the department some concern,
but it is not overcoming the problems of
the students. All students should be given
a reasonable chance. Merely because a
student lives on one side of Orrong Road,'for instance. he should not be at a dis-
advantage compared to the student who
lives on the other side of that road. How
we can finally overcome the problem I
do not know, but I would say that the
department needs quickly to investigate
the possibility of providing annexes at
elther the Kent Street High School or at
the Bentley High School, or even the Bel-
mont High School to provide accommoda-
tion for these children at Carlisle, rather
than their travelling approximately 10
miles or more to the Governor Stirling
High School at West Midland.

MR. LEWIS (Moore-Minister for
Education) [8.44 pm.]: I want to thank
the members of this Committee who have
contributed to this debate on the Educa-
tion Estimates. It would indeed be a
sorry day for education in this State, and
in fact for this whole nation of ours, if
we were to grow complacent and be satis-
fied with the standard of our educational
system. However good that system may
become, we must continue to build upon it.

Earlier this afternoon I was charged
with becoming complacent about the stan-
dard of education in this State. They
may not have been the exact words, but
they were words to that effect. Anyone
who has listened to the debate on this vote,
or who has been able to look at the mal
I receive every day, will realise very quickly
that I am the last one to be complacent
about education. On the contrary, when-
ever I have addressed meetings of the
Parents and Citizens' Federation, or gath-
erings at the opening ceremony in new
schools, I have always stressed that we
must continue to build on what we now
have, to make the standard of education
higher, because this nation needs education
more than anything else.

I do not propose to reply to the remarks
of all members who have spoken to this
vote. Most of the comments were con-
structive, and I assure them that their re-
marks will be heeded, closely considered,
and put into effect where they are neces-
sary and compatible with the finances
available.

I emphasise the last remark, because it
is germane to many of the improvements
that have been requested. As an example,
the member for Merredin-Yilgarn wants a
teacher's house, and the member for Vic-
toria Park wants some tennis courts. The
cost of both would be about the same; and
if the member for Victoria Park was pre-
pared to forgo the tennis courts in order
that the member for Merredin-Yilgarn
could have the teacher's quarters, that
problem would be solved.

Mr. Davies: That is an old trick.

Mr. LEWIS: I do not know anything
about old tricks. I have not been here
long enough to learn the tricks.

The member for Balcatta referred to che
publication of the Junior and Leaving re-
sults. I shall confer with the Education
Department on this matter, but I amn not
quite sure that the department has any
control over this issue. I think it is a
matter for the Public Examinations Board.

I cannot recall receiving any complaints
addressed to me or to the department by
any parents' and citizens' org anisation or
from the Teachers' Union concerning the
publication of these results. if their pub-
lication had affected a number of children
then I am sure the parents would have
complained before quite vociferously about
this matter.

Mr. Jamieson: The departmental files
will show this matter has been represented
to it on a number of occasions.

Mr. LEWIS:, I am not aware of that. I
shall cause investigations to be made. I
admit there is some merit in the proposal
of the member for Balcatta. Some child-
ren could suffer from an inferiority com-
plex, if they found their mates had passed
and they were the only ones who failed.
But I cannot agree with him that the suc-
cessful students would tend to jeer at the
unsuccessful ones; I think the youngsters
of today are too sportsmanlike to do such a
thing. They would be more inclined to
say it was bad luck on the part of those
who had failed. I shall look into the mat-
ter to see if any improvement can be
effected.

The member for Albany referred to the
unemployment problem affecting school
leavers. This is a very real problem. While
I realise that industry demands more skill
and higher standards of education, and
offers less opportunity for the unskilled
childrep. nevertheless we will always have
a small proportion of children who,
through no fault of their own, finish their
school life with a low standard of academic
training. For these children a place must
be found. I think there will be an increas-
ing responsibility on industry to make pro-
vision for those children; otherwise they
will be a burden on the community, and
the community will have to care for them.

Mr. Rowberry: You are on the wrong
side of the argument.

Mr. LEWIS: No. These views would be
very widely held by members on this side
of the Chamber. In regard to the posi-.
tion at Rawlinna, I assure the member for
Boulder-Eyre I was not aware there was
adequate power available. The informa-
tion I gave was given in good faith. It
was given on the information supplied to'
me by the department, and in giving me
that information I am sure the depart-
ment was unaware that a suitable power
supply did exist. We will have Immediate
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Investigations made into the position; and
if it Is as he says, I can assure him that
Etawlinna will have a very high priority.
We appreciate the conditions under which
the people living in the far north, such as
the Kimberleys, and in the far east of this
State. work, and the hardships they enL-
dure through the climatic conditions. We
will do our best to rectify the position, If
at all possible.

I shall also have the position at Marble
Bar investigated. A new native hostel is
to be built at that centre, and this will
increase the school population. I shall
cause inquiries to be made to ascertain if
the school accommodation will cope with
the needs, when the hostel is established.

I want to refer to the remarks of the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition who
rather chided me on a statement I made,
published in The West Australian on the
12th February, 1963. in which I was quoted
as saying, "the Education Department had
its most trouble-tree first day at school
for years." It is obvious to anyone read-
ing that statement that it refers to the
classroom accommodation, and to nothing
else. It did not refer to the number in
each classroom, or to any other aspect of
education, but only to the classroom posi-
tion. It dealt with the number of class-
rooms and the number of children who
would be accommodated.

I would like to refer to what appeared
on page two Of the same newspaper. The
following appeared-

Education Department authorities
said it was the most pleasant opening
day for years.

I was speaking to the Director of Educa-
tion this evening and he told me that I
could quote him as having made the state-
ment that the 1963 school year was the
smoothest opening in the 13 years since
he has been the director-general. If I
erred in saying what I was reported to
have said that this was the most trouble-
free first day at school for years, then I
erred in good company.

I did not say the situation was perfect.
I said exactly what the newspaper re-
ported, and it was quite clear that that
was the most trouble-free first day. If
members cast their mind back to 1962 they
will recall there were a number of high
schools uncompleted, and children were
placed in all sorts of accommodation. In
one high school in that year the children
had to be sent home, because the bull-
dozers were still working in the vicinity,
and the children could not get to the
toilets as there was too much of the equip-
ment of the builders around.

That position has obtained for many
years. It was quite unfair for the Deputy
Leader of the opposition to make a lot
atoub, this situation, and to imply that I

was misleading the public into thinking
that everything in the garden was lovely
-to use the words which he used.

Of course there will always be minor
problems, and we also have some major
ones as well. We have some very old
schools, and some old classrooms, but we
are trying to replace these as fast as pos-
sible. There is a, limit to these things,
and we have to be practical. We have to
build within the finances available. In
the Increasing demand for water supplies,
hospitals, and many other social ameni-
ties, the Education Department has to go
along with the others, and accept a smaller
amount than each would lie to spend.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
referred to the position in Attadale. In
many parts of the metropolitan area the
population is increasing rapidly, and offi-
cers of the department with wide experi-
ence in assessing population growth esti-
mate the accommodation required a few
months ahead. In many of the suburbs a
vacant piece of land turns into a group
of houses in a matter of months, We
can appreciate the diffculties which those
officers have in assessing the number of
children who will attend the primary
school and the secondary school.

The State cannot afford to build class-
rooms in anticipation of the number of
children in three or four years' time. It
would be impractical for the Department
to build a 12-classroom -school on the
chance that that number would be needed;
it might transpire that only six would be
used. These officers avail themselves of
information from many sources, including
local authorities and the State Housing
Comm ission. Sometimes their estimates
are astray, and that was the case in Atta-
dale. We found that we did not have the
classrooms to accommodate the children.

As soon as the attention of the depart-
ment was drawn to the lack of accoimmo-
dation on the first day of school, it took
steps to rectify the position, and additions
were provided in a very short time.

I have listened to the Deputy Leader of
the opposition on many occasions and I
have admired his speeches; but this even-
ing I was disappointed. I think it was the
most futile and empty speech which I have
heard him utter. When I said he was
scraping the bottom of the barrel, I can
only suggest he needs a long holiday. I
say that in all charity, and I suggest that
he take a long holiday, as far removed
from this environment as possible.

I1 assure members that I am entirely
with them in their desire to improve the
educational system-not merely the school
buildings. I thank them for their con-
structive criticism and views. Although I
have not replied to all the remarks which
have been made when speaking to this
vote, they will be taken into consideration.

Vote put and passed.
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Vote: Native Welfare, £445,673 (partly
considered)-

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [8.59 P.m.]:
This is the first occasion when I have seen
a vote being reduced from £1,063,626 to
£445,673 in a period of one year. One
wonders how the Minister has achieved
such a reduction. Last year there were
150 persons employed in the Native Wel-
fare Department.

Mr. Lewis: Were you not in the House
when I made my speech on this vote? I
explained to rnenmbers the reduction wvhich
has been effected.

Mr. NORTON: This year the number
of Persons employed is 118. Therefore
there is quite an increase in the number
of persons employed, but the vote is down
to less than half. Likewise, in the North-
West Vote, which is the one in which I am
most interested, the amount has been con-
siderably reduced. The North-West Vote
is £287,799 this year as against £580,896
for the previous year. When one compares
the vote for the State as compared with
the vote for the North-West, It does not
seem proportionate, but when one con-
siders that the central administration has
been taken out, it may not be quite so
bad.

On page 58, the report of the com-
missioner laid on the Table of the House
yesterday, I think, by the Minister, in
relation to Camnarvon, says--

There appear to be sufficient houses
niow for permanent residents.

I totally disagree with that statement,
although the report is 12 months old now.
There are still nowhere near a sufficient
number of houses In Carnarvon for natives.
At present there are 10 families housed in
State houses and, by and large, they are
looking after them exceptionally well.

During last winter I took the opportunity
of taking a wander around the outskirts of
Carnarvon to within three miles of the
town itself, and it is the conditions which
exist in that area to which I wish to draw
the Minister's attention.

Now the Minister Is willing to listen, or
is prepared to listen, I will tell him what I
found in regard to the natives in the area
I visited. Within three miles of the town
of Carnarvon during last winter-the
wettest on record-the conditions were
appalling. If the minister wishes me to
supply the names of the families to which
I am going to refer in a moment, I will
be quite willing to give them to him.

Now that the member for Wembley has
finished with the Minister, he is apparently
willing to listen again. In the first family
I came across there were six children under
the age of 10 years living in a shack built
out of bits of corrugated Iron gathered
from anywhere, with no water or sanitary
conveniences. The next place was in a
similar condition, where there were three

children under nine years of age. The
next family I came to was a family of two
adults and four children under nine living
in a single tent, its size being 8 x 10, again
with no water or sanitation.

There was another family of seven chil-
dren under 11 Years living in shack con-
ditions; another with five children under
15 years old; and another with two chil-
dren under 8 years. In a tent-a small
tent at that-there were five children and
two adults. In one Housing Commission
house there were 12 children and five
adults: and in a type III house there were
three adults and 11 children. As the
Minister knows, a type IlI house is only
a three-roomed house, but they certainly
had water and sanitation.

In close proximity to this area there
were two adults and five children in a
tent. At an old abandoned slaughter
yard there were two adults and four
children. In another house close by, which
was only built of old corrugated iron, con-
sisting of two rooms with a bit of a well
nearby from which water could be ob-
tained, there were four adults and four
children. Another house, which was prac-
tically falling over, contained five children
under 12, and two adults. Another Jerry-
built Place contained two children and
their parents; and in another jerry-built
place there were four children and two
adults.

These totalled the '79 children to whom
I referred who were living in completely
unsuitable houses. Therefore the Minister
can see fromn those figures alone that the
statement in the commissioner's report is
not exactly correct as far as Carnarvon
is concerned.

I would bring to the Minister's notice
the fact that there are quite a number
of families there who own their land in
freehold, and this is mentioned in the re-
port. Yet they cannot get any assistance
whatever to build houses for themselves,
despite the fact that many of them have
quite an amount of money they could put
down as a deposit.

There is another matter wvhich is cauts-
ing me concern, and I will just use one
case which I believe is a glaring example.
It concerns an uncontrollable child. Actu-
ally she was not declared an uncontrollable
child within my electorate, but she came
to my notice because, after she was com-
mitted to the care of the Child Welfare
Department, she was sent to Perth to a
reception home where she was held for
quite a short period, after which she was
returned to Carnarvon to her sister. She
might just as well have been turned out
onto the streets as to be returned to live
under the conditions in which her sister
was living at the time. If her Parents and
the police could not. control her, what
hope did her sister have of doing so! She
was, incidentally, 15 Years old.
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Something should be done for these
children who are uncontrollable and com-
mitted to the Child Welfare Department.
They should be trained and brought up to
be good citizens. It is no use sending these
children of coloured blood to the city to
the institutions down here because they
are totally out of their environment and
imnmedliately become rebellious and are
very hard to handle. I understand that
was the position with this particular girl,
who was making such a nuisance of herself
at this particular reception home that
they had to send her back where she was
allowed to more or less run loose.

I would now like to pay tribute to the
work being done by the Church of Christ
Mission at Carnarvon. They are doing
an excellent job there, housing between
120 and 140 children, and every one is a
credit to them. In fact, one of the children,
whom the Minister met when he was in
Carnarvon last year, passed his Junior in
eight subjects, and he has now gone
to Adelaide to take his Leaving after
which, if he Is successful in his Leaving,
he wfll study medicine.

To give some idea of the ability of
this lad, the subjects he passed were Maths
A and B, Agricultural Science, Science A
and B, Mechanical Drawing, English, and
History. Therefore members must realise
it was no mean Junior. A girl who passed
her Junior at the same examination baa
gone to the Eastern States to train as a
nurse. This proves that these youngsters
only need a little consideration and help,
particularly in housing, to give them that
uplift they so much require. Under the
amendment to the Act, which we have been
considering recently, some really good
citizens will emerge in the future.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Public Works and Buildings,

£1,148,949; Harbour and Light and Jetties,
E495,950; Labour, £33,360; Scaffolding,
£15,510; Factories, £39,685; State Insur-
ance Office, £5-

MR. WILD (Dale-Minister for Works,
Minister for Water Supplies, and Minister
for Labour) (9.10 pm.]: I take it that I
can introduce all my six votes together?

Mr. Hawke-: No objection.

Mr. WILD): As members know, the Pub-
lic Works Department in the main is com-
prised in the Loan Estimates which will
be debated later, which will give members
further opportunity if they require it of
a better insight -into the works of the
Public Works Department. On the revenue
side. during the year 1963-64, an amount
of £4,331,966 was expended from revenue
by the Public Works Department as com-
tiared with the amount of £3,835,300 for
1961-62.

Every effort is made to increase efficiency
and operation, but the continued growth
in the number of services provided by the

department and by other Government de-
partmients makes increasing expenditure
for the upkeep of these services inevitable.
The Public Works Department is charged
with the maintenance of country water
supplies, some country towns sewerage
works, irrigation and drainage, harbour
works, and all public buildings. The pro-
vision of these services, whilst by no means
as spectacular as the creation of capital
works from loan funds, is of equal import-
ance to the successful operation of Gov-
ernment services.

In public works and buildings, there is
an increase of E144,835, compared with
the actual expenditure for 1962-63. Ex-
penditure in connection with the north-
west has again been included in the vote
of the Minister for the North-West for
1963-64 under division 25.

The gross amount for salaries provided
on last year's Consolidated Revenue Fund
estimates for division 28 was £402,000 and
the actual expenditure £419,578. The re-
bates estimate for 1962-63 was £129,650
and the actual amount recovered, £128,324.
The net expenditure for 1962-63 was, there-
fore, £291,254 compared with a net provi-
sion for that year of £272,350.

The gross amount provided on the cur-
rent year's estimates is £502,000 and esti-
mate rebates, £132,280, leaving a net pro-
vision of £369,740, or an increase of
£78,488, compared with the net expendi-
ture for 1962-63 year. This has been
caused by increases in salary margin.

The Harbour and Light Department
controls 10 of the State's outports, and
operates pilot services at Albany, Bunbury,
and Oeraldton.

Revenue for 1962-63 totalled £E630,469 of
which £547,781 represented collections from
wharfage, cargo handling, and stevedoring
operations. Reduced activities at Gerald-
ton and Port Hedland were responsible
for a decrease of £36,183 as compared
wlith the previous year.

Revenue for 1963-64 is expected to reach
a record fig-ure of £684,000 due mainly to
operations at Wyndham, where jetty and
stevedoring work will be carried out for a
full year as compared with six months for
1962-63.

Pull jetty control at Wyndham will also
be mainly responsible for an estimated in-
crease in jetty wages from £322,944 to
£369,080. This expenditure varies accord-
ing to quantity of cargo handled, and is
well covered by a commensurate increase
in revenue from charges for these services.

The only variation in the salaries item
is provision for an additional harbour mas-
ter at an estimated cost of £2,835.

The amount provided for item 2, Con-
tingencies, represents an increase of ap-
proximately £7,000. This includes:-

(1) New buoys at Geraldton and Port
Hedland, deferred from 1962-63,
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(2) New patrol launch for the Swan
River, and preliminary work on a
new pilot launch for Geraldton.

'Expenditure on item. 4, Jetty Contingen-
cies, will be reduced by nearly £5,000. This
is accounted for by the elimination of the
amount previously paid to Wyndham Meat
Works (approximately £20,000) and the
substitute of a subsidy of £15,000 per
annum.

As regards the Department of Labour,
this is charged with the administration of
various Acts and regulations which seek to
control Industrial conditions and safe-
working practices of employees in Western
Australian industry generally. The depart-
ment consists of three sections--

(1) A section dealing with industrial
conditions of Government em-
ployees (excepting Public Service,
Railways, Fremantle Harbour
Trust, and the State Electricity
Commission).

(2) The Factories and Shops Branch,
dealing with the administration
of the Factories and Shops Act,
and various other Acts and regu-
lations.

(3) The Scaffolding Inspection Branch,
dealing with the administration
of the Scaffolding Inspection Act
and regulations.

In addition, the department is called
-upon to administer the Government Em-
ployees (Promotions Appeal Board) Act
and the Hairdressers Registration Act.

During the year the industrial officers
of the department have been required to
deal with many claims for new, and amend-
ments to existing awards and agreements.
These have been principally on claims for
three weeks' annual leave and 10 per cent
margins increases based upon the recent
commonwealth metal trades award deci-
sion.

Advice and rulings have been given t
Government departments and instrumen-
talities on the application and interpre-
tation of the various awards and agree-
ments.

The work of the department in regara
to industrial safety has continued to ex-
pand rapidly. During the past 12 months,
419 films have been shown to an audience
of 15,919. The department now has a
safety film library of 03 films.

In regard to scaffolding, the main pur-
pose of the Inspection of Scaffolding Act
is the protection of workmen and the gen-
eral public when and wherever scaffolding
or gear is used.

During the past year a new training
centre has been established at Welshpool.
This centre is being used for the practical
training of riggers and scaffolders. A
coarse for riggers and scaffolders has been
commenced at Bunbury and approximately

30 students are attending, Due to the con-
siderable building activity in the larger
country towns, it has been necessary for
the inspectors to visit many country areas.

The value of work in the building in-
dustry has increased considerably and it
is interesting to note that it has increased
from £3,517,811 in 1947-48 to £34,512,617?
in 1962-63. Revenue for the year 1962-03
was £31,116.

The activities of the Factories and
Shops Branch cover inspections in the
metropolitan area and an area of the State
from the Geraldton district southwards
and eastward to Kalgoorlie and surround-
ing districts.

There has been a continued close liaison
with the Public Health Department in re-
lation to occupational diseases and with
the Commonwealth Acoustic Laboratories
in relation to noise hazards.

Revenue from registration amounted to
£17,686 in 1962-63.

in regard to the estimates of the head
office staff, the increase in the salaries
item is due to additional staff and mar-
gins increases. The incidentals item in-
crease is brought about by the necessity to
replace the film projector for the indus-
trial safety work and the purchase of ad-
ditional films.

In the Scaffolding Branch the salaries
item, apart from marginal increase, is the
same as last year. The increase in the in-
cidentals item is brought about by the
necessity to make provision for the inspec-
tion of larger building projects In the
country, such as the U.S. Naval Commnuni-
cations centre at North West Cape, and
the superphosphate works at Esperance.

In the Factories and Shops B3ranch the
Increase of £1,740 in the salaries item is
due to additional clerical staff and mar-
ginal increases. The incidentals item in-
crease is due mainly to additional country
trips to be undertaken by inspectors.

MR. 1. W. MANNING (Wellington) [9.19
p.m.]: I desire to make some comments
on the subject of drainage. The land
drainage system throughout the territory
which I represent has made a tremendous
contribution towards further development
and higher production from the area con-
cerned. That was noticeable this year, too,
because of the very heavy winter we had,
and the somewhat considerable losses
caused by flooding, both through flood
damage and the loss of opportunity to
earn.

The point I desire to make is that the
Minister might well have a close look at
the drainage set-up, particularly in the
south-west, or in the irrigation districts,
because it is more or less anticipated that
next year we might have a winter similar
to the one we experienced this year; and
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I would not like to see serious flooding
take Place again without some early at-
tempts being made to cope with it.

One Particular area I have in mind is
the Capel fiats. That is the area lying
between the Capel River and Wonnerup.
The Capel flats were completely inundated
with water this winter to the extent of
several thousand acres of land. Unfortun-
ately, a considerable amount of the water
was salt water backed up from the Won-
nerup, lakes. I know the department has
had a look at this matter with a view to
trying to prevent the salt water backing
up. The fresh water, of course, does not
do much damage to pasture, but salt water
does; and it seems to me that it will be
some time before the pasture can be com-
pletely restored on the area which was
affected by salt-water flooding this Year .

Another interesting factor which is
showing up from the developmental work
is that the extension of the drainage sys-
tem and the quicker mun-off of water has
turned some creeks into almost raging tor-
rents. Whereas many farmers had creeks
running through their properties before,
they now find they have not creeks but
rivers, and it poses many problems In
carrying out their farming operations.
Many of them have found that their
Properties have been completely cut in two
by a river which it is not Possible to cross.

It has been suggested to the Minister.
and to the department, that in some in-
stances where this position is most notice-
able the department could provide bridges.
The department has rejected that sugges-
tion on the ground that they are natural
watercourses. But I submit that the de-
partment's developmental work has con-
tributed very largely to the increasing flow
of the rivers or creeks to the extent that
it is not possible for the farmer to farm
his property as he did previously.

Mr. Hawke: Is that the trouble on the
property at Yarloop operated by Mr.
L'Eplattenier?

Mr. I. W. MANNING: In answer to the
interjection of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. the said gentleman claims that that
is the cause of his trouble. However, I will
not digress into that argument.

Mr. Kelly: You might get some tele-
grams.

Mr. Brand: He might read H'ansard.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I am suggesting
here that this is not something that can
be treated lightly. it is natural that the
people downstream of these river courses
are finding the considerable developmental
work upstream is causing a quicker run-
off of the rainwater, and it is flowing from
the properties at a fast rate and develop-
ing creeks into rivers. It is placing these
farmers in a position where they are not
able to cross what used to be creeks, to get
from one part of their properties to an -
other, without considerable difficulty. I

think the department might look at some
of these problems a little more sympa-
thetically than it is doing at the moment.

Mr. Hawke: Hear, hear!
Mr. I. W. MANNING: Even if it is not

Possible to provide a bridge, because it
might create a precedent by doing so, it
would not be a bad idea if the department
created a precedent by at least making
some contribution to help the farmers out
of the difficulty.

The other point associated with drainage
which I wish to discuss concerns drainage
rates. Unfortunately, on top of the un-
successful draining of a lot of land this
year, the Minister, and the department
have found it necessary to increase the
drainage rates. It has not been an overall
increase, but there has been an increase in
a number of instances and under a number
of headings.

I shall not weary the Committee by
describing the drainage districts to which
the increases have been applied, but over
quite a large area there has been an aver-
age increase of about 6 per cent. in the
drainage rate. I understand, too, that
while the average increase is about 6 per
cent., in some instances the increase
amounts to about 14 per cent. The farmers
or the landholders concerned have brought
to my notice the fact that this is adding
to the cost of their production and it is
a cost which they are not able to pass on.

AS far as the whole-milk Producer is con-
cerned, he is receiving a fixed price for
his product, and that applies also to the
butterfat producer; and the beef producer,
who is another one affected, is faced with
a somewhat dull market, if I can put it
that way. Certainly beef prices today are
not what they were a couple of Years ago.
In this situation a farmer has no oppor-
tunity of passing his costs on.

I understand that these additional ayates
have been brought about by the widening
margin between the cost of running the
drainage system and the revenue received
from the rating. That is understandable,
of course, because in so many instances
there have been increases in the basic wage
and in the margins of the People operating
the systems and carrying out the work
involved. It is understandable, too. that
the Minister and the department would
look at the figures and would feel con-
cerned that additional costs were involved
in running the drainage system. But when
those costs are added on to someone who
has no opportunity to pass them on. they
can create a hardship. If necessary I
could Quote a number of instances where
considerable hardship has been imposed
in this way.

I would offer a suggestion. too, that the
department might well do some research
into ways and means of obviating these
ever-rising costs, and preventing their
cropping up from time to time. In these
modern times the cleaning of drains and
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the general maintenance work associated
with the drainage system could well be
looked at with a view to seeing whether,
if at all possible, some of the operating
costs could be lowered.

MR. KELLY (Merredln-Yilgarn) [9.29
P.m.1I: I must say I was impressed with the
subdued voice of the Minister when he
gave us the few details that he did in
regard to his Estimates. There are two
matters I desire to discuss under this
heading and I think both of them are well
known to the Minister.

As regards drainage at Merredin, the
Minister was approached some time ago
because of the very unsatisfactory position
in which the town of Iverredln is placed
because of the excessive amount of water
that has to pass through the town. Every
year it is becoming a, bigger problem, and
undoubtedly last winter's very heavy rains
accentuated the position, and probably
made it worse than it was In past times.

So that members will understand the
position, I think I should explain the
situation in which Merredin finds itself.
There is a main drain through the town
which at times has had to carry as much
as 2,500,000 gallons of water an hour. Of
course, the problem has become worse as
the Years have gone by because of the
large amount of land being cleared on the
higher ground surrounding Merredin, and
also because of the bitumen roads that
have been built by the Merredin Shire
Council, most of them coming down a
fairly steep grade, and finally emptying
into the town drain.

The experience this winter has been that
these drains, which have carried the water
over a period of time, are totally inade-
quate, and a great deal of flooding took
place as a result. We have had periods
when the lower plrtons of Merredin
were flooded; but on this occasion we have
had a very much greater intake of water,
and a greatly increased amount of water
has lodged there, and has made the posi-
tion considerably worse.

The shire council has met the Minister
on one or two occasions in deputations.
asking for some Government assistance,
and the Minister gave the council a sym-
pathetic hearing, as indeed he gave me
sympathetic replies to the questions I asked
him. But, up to the present time, as far
as we can learn, nothing has been decided.
I understand the engineers have been back
on two occasions, and have put in reports
designed to overcome this difficulty under
which the township is labouring.

In the last three years, the shire coun-
cil has spent, from its local fund, an
amount of £6,000, in endeavouring to
handlea this flood-water problem. But
It is now becoming a, problem which
is extending beyond the township, and a
great deal of the water coming info the
town is coming down the main eastern

highway. *Accordingly, we can hardly ex-
pect a district, or a township, to carry the
burden of trying to counter flood waters,
and provide the necessary drainage. We
should not expect the shire of Merredin
to provide all the necessary finance.

With that end in view, the council
approached the Minister, seeking a pro-
Position that would enable the works re-
commended by the Government engineers
to be carried out; and asked that an
arrangement be made on a bass, whereby
the council would contribute £E. and the
Government £2. That of course would re-
lieve the taxpayers of Merredin; and I
would Point out to the Minister that time
is getting short. A number of warnings
and predictions were made several years
ago which indicate clearly that last year's
flood conditions were no exception; and
that we could look forward to much more
difficulty in the handling of water in many
of these places which were flooded last
winter, the suggestion being that the posi-
tion will be worse in the future.

It becomes increasingly evident that the
long chain of lakes which start beyond
Menzies, are gradually becoming scoured
out, and it is taking less rainfall to run
these lakes from one to the other; and
this is creating the difficulty we are ex-
periencing. I feel sure that some of these
difficulties are man-made; and this is
where the Minister for Railways comes
into the picture, because we find that in
a great number of cases where there
is a big mun-off of water, the railway
drains are inadequate to cope with the
probl em, and the water is not allowed to
get away. The natural result is that the
main road, being closely adjacent to the
railway, is flooded with water, and finally
the rail itself is awash in several places.

We had that experience last winter, and
to a lesser degree in the earlier Periods.
This is a matter which must be given very
careful coasideration by the Railways De-
partment, and the Main Roads Dep art-
ment. I appeal to the Minister to let us
have something definite and satisfactory
as early as possible; because if the condi-
tions we experienced last year are again
encountered next winter, they will cause
a tremendous amount of disruption; per-
haps more than we experienced previously.

I also desire to deal with one other
matter related to main roads. I asked
the Minister on several occasions a num-
ber of questions designed to indicate just
what the Main Roads Department is
likely to do in the matter of handling the
excess water over the main eastern high-
way at a number of points.

During last winter there were several
places where water was flowing over the
road from a quarter of a mile to a half
of a mile in road length. In some places
that water was quite deep-deep enough
to totally disrupt the main road traffic
from Perth to Kalgoorlie on two occasions.
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It caused a lot of discomfort over a con-
siderable period of time, quite apart from
causing a complete stoppage.

On the 8th August I asked the Minister
a series of questions designed to get some
information for the travelling public, and
for the shire of Merredin, and Westonla;
and, to a lesser degree, for those at the
top end of the IKellerberrin area. I can
assure the Minister that there was a wide-
spread feeling of disgust over the condi-
tions that prevailed on the road during.
the 56 days that we were inconvenienced;
because out of that 56 days the main road
was totally closed for 27 days to traffic
going through to the Eastern States, and
indeed to Kalgoorlie.

It was a very well discussed problem in
local circles, and one which I think was ap-
preciated not only by local governing auth-
orities, but by many people who had a lot
of experience of disquieting conditions
where road washaways were concerned.
But, on this occasion, there was a great
deal of digust and inconvenience because
of the long delay.

I would stress again to the Minister that
part of the difficulty was due to the in-
adequacy of the railway pipes which were
designed to carry the water away. Time
and again we found that the water rose
quite high, particularly at Eaandee. It
could not get away, and in some places
where the road was two to four feet
lower than the rail, no end of difficulty
was encountered in draining this water
and, as a result, the traffic was held up.

The traffic was held up so many times
that eventually the road gave away. I
know the Minister is subject to the advice
of his engineers, and he would naturally
wait for their reports before taking any
remedial action; but I would point out
that what occurred, particularly on the
western side of Bitandee, should never
have occurred; because the road had been
heavily scoured, and once the water broke
through the rail it was sufficiently deep
to warrant a permanent road culvert. If
at that time two or- three 40-inch sections
of concrete piping had been placed across
the road, together with big and binding
metal, there would have been no need for
the delay to have taken place. Instead
of that the road was unusable for 27 out
of the 56 days.

There was tremendous criticism from
travellers to the Eastern States, and from
owners of large vehicles coming down the
road:, also from the local people who were
marooned on the western side of the track.
Even after the water had subsided, it was
still almost impossible for nearly a week
to negotiate that bad washaway. Even
though the water had subsided the scoured
ground was still sufficiently bad to stop
traffic going through.

The shire of Bruce Rock refused to
allow heavy traffic to go through, although
the road was quite good and there were
no washaways. Most of the traffic was
diverted through Dalwalllnu which is the
longer way around, and the road through
was not a very good one either.

My Point is that there was no need
for this delay. Much greater attention is
needed in cases of this kind. This flood-
ing problem must have given the Govern-
ment considerable concern for some time,
not only on that road, but at many other
places. I think flying gangs should be
available to deal with these difficulties
when they occur. I venture to suggest
that that road should not have been
blocked off for more than 48 hours. It
was a simple problem that could have been
overcome with expedition; but absolutely
.nothing was done.

I understand the shire council was
legally powerless to act. It did not possess
the specialised equipment required for fill-
ing the washway. in any case I do not
know what the Position would have been
so far as the department was concerned
had the local authority done something in
the matter. The difficulty should have teen
rectified, and the traffic should have been
put through earlier.

There was some Press comment which
was certainly no credit to the department,
or to the Government, or to anybody else
for that matter; because it highlighted
something which indicated that nothing
was being done about a very deplorable
condition. I would like to read the follow-
ing extract from the newspaper:-

The Council is of the opinion that
the road was not bad enough to have
been out of commission for so long,
one member- remarked that if it had
been a railway, it would have been
opened the next day. Suggestion was
made that a bailey bridge, or some
similar method, could have been made.,

The council is particularly con-
cerned because the constant heavy
traffic on the detour roads could cause
damage to these, and if such damage
mneant their closure, Merredin would
be isolated.

Urgent pressure will be brought to
bear with the Main Roads Department
for immediate attention to this matter.

Of course an urgent approach was made,
but there appeared to be no urgency in
repairing the road. As a matter of fact
for six weeks after the water had sub-
sided and the road was bone dry, these
places were not fully repaired for traffic.
Various business concerns were also
affected in the sidings approaching the
area concerned, it had the effect of by-
passing all the traffic that would normally
have gone down the main road. Eatting
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houses and places of that kind were out of
action for the best part of five or six
weeks. They had intermittent trade dur-
ing the few days the road was open and
then further disruption. These people
were inconvenienced in the matter of order-
ing supplies of perishables, and they did
not know where -they stood.

I received a letter from one of the People
most affected, and I intend to read it be-
cause it will give the Minister wone Idea
of what the people are thinking in regard
to the delay that took place in repairing
this road. The following letter was written
to me on the 1st September:-

I wish to approach you re closure
of the road at Baandee.

It appeal's that the railways is at
fault as the water levels at Hines Hill
and at Baandee vary each side of the
line by up to four feet thus holding
back flood waters. This being due to
lack of culverts or bridges under the
line thus preventing surplus water free
passage. If this surplus water could
flow freely it would prevent road
closures and flooding of adjacent farm
lands and Baandee township.

The road at Baandee has been closed
27 days out of the last 56 which I
think is unnecessary for a highway to
the Eastern States also causing people
from this side of the closure up to
100 miles extra travelling to reach
Perth.

I also wish to bring to notice the
thousands of acres of land that had
been cleared and are still being cleared
at the Westonla Bony Rock, Wialki,
Beacon area which also increases the
Possibility of further flooding at Baan-
dee in future Years thus causing more
hardships to residence, farmers and
motorists.

He goes on and appeals to me to take the
matter up with the Minister. I think I
have said enough to indicate to the Min-
ister that there is a lot of discontent at
the attitude of the department in not
getting down to grips with this problem.
Whether It is the town drainage of Merre-
din or whether it is the main road causing
this great amount of delay, dislocation,
hardship, and motorcars becoming bogged,
ruined, and that sort of thing, I do not
know, but it is time this matter was treated
urgently and something was done.

MRt. TONKLN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the opposition) [9.48 p.m.]: I move-

That the vote be reduced by £1.

I do this because it is the only means I
have of protesting about matters about
which I am now going to complain. The
Minister has taken every opportunity-
probably urged on by the Treasurer-to
increase the water rates and drainage

rates in country districts. One can appre-
ciate the extent to which the drainage
rate has been increased when it moved the
member for Wellington to make a protest
in this House about it-albeit quite a
mild protest, but a protest, nevertheless.
It must be assumed that the people in his
district have complained to him about the
steep increases which they regard as being
quite unjustified.

r have in front of me a copy of the
Narrogin Observer and the front page news
deals with water charges. The heading is,
"Water Charges Deputation." It reads--

On Thursday, October 24, a depu-
tation introduced by the Member for
the District, Mr. Manning, M.L.A. * in-
terviewed the Minister for Water Sup-
ply. Mr. Wild, with regard to the ex-
cessively high water rating in Narro-
gin. At a meeting held in the Shire
Council office on October 24 the fol-
lowing persons met to discuss a plan
of approach to the Minister for Water
Supply.

Then follows the names of a number of
persons who met for that purpose. Con-
tinning-

After the delegation had been intro-
duced by Mr. Manning, M.L.A. Dr.
Zilko laid before Mr. Wild the follow-
ing facts:-

I do not want to be charged with any
statement that these are not facts. The
newspaper says that they were facts and
that they were laid before the Minister
by Dr. Zilko. In the absence of any evi-
dence to the contrary, I must assume they
are the facts. The article goes on-

Narrogin's water rate Is 3s. in the
E against Perth's is. in the E.

There is no doubt about that. Con-
tinning-

For every £1 of rates people in the
metropolitan area receive 10,000 gal-
lons of water, plus 5,000 gallons for
every water closet, whereas in the
country ratepayers receive only 5,000
gallons of water for every £1 of rates,
with no allowance for water closets.

He pointed out that when the Tax-
ation Department raised the property
valuations by 50 per cent., on adopt-
ing these valuations the Town Coun-
cil immediately lowered the rate in the
£ for Council rates from 4s. to 2s. 9d.,
and the Shire Council lowered their
rates from 96. to 6d. But the Depart-
ment of Water Supply adopted the
Taxation Department valuation and
still maintained the full rating of 3s.
in the E.

Dr. Zilko pointed out that living in
the country was infinitely dearer than
in the Perth area, groceries, vege-
tables. bottled beer, tinned fruit and
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other articles are anything from 3d.
to 6d. dearer in the country. Petrol
is 7d. a gallon dearer and even elec-
tricity is charged at a higher rate to
country dwellers.

Dr. Zilko then attacked the so-
called policy of .the Government in the
matter of decentralisation by saying
that the Government was in effect
encouraging a. policy of centralisation
by taxing country dwellers to the
advantage of the metropolitan rate-
payers, thus no industry would pos-
sibly consider moving to the country
when to get established they would
have to pay such exorbitant rates for
water and other amenities such as
petrol and electricity.

Dr. Zilko pointed out that at the
Narrogin public meeting of protest,
many of those present were in favour
of taking their protest direct to Mr.
J. T. Tonkin. the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition. They still regarded
Mr. Tonkin as the man responsible
for bringing the water supplies to the
country and felt that they would be
more likely to obtain justice from this
quarter. But after consideration it
was decided to go to the present Min-
ister for his consideration.

Dr. Zilko then called on Mr. Mc-
Keown to support his remarks and in
doing so Mr. McKeown brought to the
notice of the Minister that it was
apparent 'that no budget had been
prepared as the rate notices were
made out on the old valuation for the
Year 1962-63, but when it became
known that the town of Narrogin had
itdopted the Taxation Department's
latest valuation, some clerk had with
a stroke of his pen (which is mightier
than the sword), increased the reve-
nue to the Water Supply by 50 per
cent. or roughly £11,000. It was
apparent that the Government had
jumped on the "bandwagon." For
many years the Government has been
exhorting people to conserve water,
but overnight it nearly doubled the
amount that might be used by rate-
payers, because under the new ratings
they are entitled to it. Mr. McKeown
then complained about the excessive
cost of living in the country-

Then there was a further speaker, Mr.
Beall. The article continues--

Mr. Beall then pointed out to the
Minister that in Narrogin ratepayers
were going to have to Pay with their
Town Council rates, 8s. 9d. in the Z,
made up as follows:-35. water rate,
3s. sewerage rate and 2s. Council rate.
Thus proving that the Government's
so-called decentralisation policy Was
so much "hot air"
Mr. Beall pointed out that the GOV-
ernment could rectify the matter
overnight by introducing a flat rate

of Is. 3d. or is. 6d. all round for both
country and city users. But it was
not thought the Government had the
courage to do this, as the voting power
lay in the city.

Both Mr. Young and r. Ashworth
spoke in support of the Previous
speakers. Mr. Ashworth stressed the
special case of the farmers who live
away from the pipeline and thus
reaped no benefit, as the farmers had
always been told that the water was
not available for their use, but ap-
parently was readily available for city
and country town dwellers when it
suited the Government's policy.

This is to me the important part of this
statement:-

The Minister continued that he
could not see any way to relieve the
situation, but a parliamentary com-
mittee had investigated water charges
and the report was being considered
by the Government and its findings
would be published in due course. The
Minister then went on to say that
he would grant one month's extension
to allow any water ratepayer to ap-
peal against his rating.

Now that statement by the Minister fol-
lowed this one-

The Minister then replied and stated
that because of the recurring annual
loss, the Grants Commission had
Penalised the State and the Govern-
ment had to make higher charges to
recoup the £190,000 for the Great
Southern water supplies loss, and these
had been passed on when Harrogin
had been re-rated.

It was not thought that a higher
rate could be introduced as a very
heavy burden would fall on the busi-
ness section of the metropolitan area,
who already were Paying for some-
thing they did not use.

I knew that that reported statement
Was not in accordance with fact, and I
therefore asked the Minister whether or
not he said that, and the Minister replied
to me in the House that he did not say
it. Whether or not the Minister said it,
does not concern me for the time being.
The important thing to know is that the
Grants Commission does not penalise
Western Australia for losses on country
water supplies.

I think it is very desirable that members
should know the view which the Grants
Commission takes of losses being made
by the various States on country water
supplies, because we are so often told of
the malign influence of the Grants Com-
mission in certain directions, and how,
unless we take steps to improve our re-
venue, we will be seriously penalised, and
therefore we have to do something -about
it. We have not been penalised yet by
the Grants Commission for losses on coun-
try water supplies and under the heading
of "Country Water Supplies and Irrigation"
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the following apppears on Page 137 of the
Commonwealth Grants Commission's 30th
Report, 1963:-

259. The provision by State auth-
orities of water supplies in non-metro-
politan areas varies widely among the
States in scope, form and method of
supply. Although the examination .of
various forms of supply and of their
financial results in the different States
has continued to be made by the Com-
mission, the differences among States
in the methods of administering coun-
try water supplies and in the form of
their accounts conceal the precise
effects on the State budgets of the re-
sulting subsidies.

260. The provision of country water
supplies has been undertaken on a
major scale in all States except Tas-
mania where, however, there has been
a large expansion in the provision of
town water supplies in recent years.
In all five mainland States, because of
inadequate and unreliable inland
water resources, there has been sub-
stantial capital expenditure on con-
servation of water and on its distribu-
tion by pipe-lines and channels to
country towns and farms.

261. In no State is the revenue
from consumers sufficient to meet the
operating expenditure.

I am going to repeat that because it is so
very important. It emphasises the difficulty
in Australia of supplying people in coun-
try districts with an adequate water supply,
and the difficulty exists to a greater or
lesser degree in every State of the Com-
monwealth. So the Grants Commission
has said-and I repeat this statement-

261. In no State is the revenue
from consumers sufficient to meet the
operating expenditure. The debt
charges arising from the loan expen-
diture are therefore met in full from
Consolidated Revenue Fund in each
State. In States where there is a
large excess of operating expenditure
over revenue the total burden on
the State budget is further increased.
This is the situation in Western Aus-
tralia where the long distances over
which the water must be distributed
and the cost of pumping the water
raise the level of working expenses. In
1961-62, for the two main schemes
comprising the Goldfields Water
Supply and the Agricultural Areas
Water Supply, the expenditure on
pumping alone accounted for more
than 45 per cent. of total working
expenses of £1,516,000.

262. in 1961-62 the net cost (in-
cluding debt charges) of country
water supplies increased in every State.
In Western Australia the net operat-
ing cost (excluding debt charges) of
all country water supply undertakings
(including water supplies and irriga-
tion in the North-West). in 1961-62

was £654,000, a slight decrease over
the cost of £666,000 in the previous
year. Increases in rates and valuations
in some areas were effected in 1961-62.
The total debt charges, however, in-
creased by about £210,000, and the net
cost including debt charges for 1961-
62 was approximately £2,143,000, an
Increase for the year of £202,000.

I will skip the next paragraph, which deals
almost entirely with Tasmania, and will
now read paragraph 264 as follows:-

264. Having regard to the circum-
stances affecting the operations of
country water supplies in Western
Australia and Tasmania, the Commis-
sion has not adopted a budget adjust-
ment for either State.

So it is perfectly clear that the State has
not been penalised for losses on country
water supplies. If we are to encourage
the people in the country districts to re-
main there, we should be very hesitant
about taking advantage of every oppor-
tunity which comes along of increasing
living costs.

According to the deputation-and I
must here add that I have had no way
of checking this, but according to the
deputation-rate notices for Narrogin bad
been made out on the old valuation, and
without any consideration of the overall
position and departmental requirements.
All that happened was that when a new
valuation came through, the department
adopted that and applied the old rate-the
maximum rate-and that resulted in an
increase of approximately 50 per cent. in
the rating for that town.

My view, and the view of the Opposi-
tion generally, is that that is not the way
to impose rates: to fix the maximum rate
and then take advantage of every increase
in valuation that comes along. If it is
right for the Government to do that, it
would be right for local authorities to do
that; but they dare not do it. They are
too susceptible to the representations of
the people, because they are so close to
them. Generally speaking, when local
authorities have new valuations given to
them, they reduce the rate in the pound
because they budget for a certain amount
of revenue.

We consider that the department should
have said, "What is the amount of revenue
that ought to be obtained from Narrogin,
having regard for the expenditure Involved
in rendering the service?" The town should
then have been rated in accordance with
that figure, and in relation to the rates
being levied elsewhere throughout the
country water supplies. But it seems that
nothing like that consideration was given
to the question. Apparently there is a
principle that, irrespective of the increase
in the valuations-it could be 70 per cent.
in some cases; I believe the Minister gave
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figures which showed that it was, speak- I think the Government has a case to
ing from memory-the maximum rate Is
levied.

We on this side of the House think that
a more realistic approach ought to be
made to this matter; that the rating
should not be done in that way but that
the overall requirement should be exam-
ined and an attempt made to hold the
position. Having regard for the fact that
no State in Australia receives sufficient
revenue to offset operating costs--and
therefore every State is subsidising country
water supplies-we in Western Australia
have probably got far better reason than
any other State, because of our delayed
development, to be more generous in our
treatment in the country in order to give
people encouragement to stay there; and
also because our operating expenses must
be expected to be greater than they are
elsewhere.

I do not consider that the Minister
dealt with the request of this deputation
in the way that it should have been dealt
with. To wipe them off in the way that
he did, to my way of thinking is not at
all satisfactory. When I sought to find out
the names of the persons who were sup-
posed to be on this committee which was
making the inquiry into country water
supplies, the Minister declined to supply
the information, for what reason, I do
not know. What harm would it have done
to inform the People who were the mem-
bers who had been selected to make this
inquiry? I think it might have engendered
confidence in the report which was ex-
pected to be made If the people were
aware of those who were going to make
it. But for some reason, which the Min-
ister did not disclose, it was not felt
desirable to say who were the members of
this committee.

I would like to know. I would like to
be able to assess their competency for the
job, and their attitude; because, after all,
ability is not the only criterion. A sym-
pathetic attitude towards a number of these
matters makes a very big difference; and
I1 think the Minister should have made
the names of the personnel available in
order to give us some idea as to what to
expect from the deliberations of this com-
mittee.

We on this side of the Chamber feel
that the request for a more reasonable
rating in the country was too lightly
brushed aside. It does not occur to me
that any consideration was given to the
question. It was a case of. "Well,' the
valuations have gone on. You have not
been revalued for some time, and that
is that." These People were entitled to
argue that "You have reduced the rate
in the pound in the metropolitan area,
despite the increased valuations. You have
deliberately decreased the rate in the
pound; but so far as the country is con-
cerned you have put it up to the maxi-
mum."

answer there, and it has not been satis-
factorily answered up-to-date. The great-
est possible sympathy should be extended
to these requests for reduced rating for
water and for drainage. Irrigation is not
in the same category, because the people
who are in irrigation areas are much more
fortunate than those who are not; and
as soon as irrigation is put into a district
the value of the land is very greatly en-
hanced. The value of the asset is very
considerably increased, and the person
who owns that particular asset should be
prepared to make some contribution in
return for the increased value which State
expenditure has conferred upon him.

But that Is not the Position with regard
to water rates generally; nor is it the posi-
tion generally with regard to drainage
rates. We have had examples. We can
exclude that gentleman who was men-
tioned by the member for Wellington as
having made a number of very voluble
protests. We can exclude him from the
reckoning for the time being. But with
that exclusion there have been persons
who have complained that they have had
to Pay increased drainage rates; when the
drainage undertaken had not improved the
value of the land, but it had worsened
it, because they have been subjected to
floods either mild or severe.

So there appears to be room for very
careful consideration of the rates being
levied in order that the burden shall be
fairly spread and that the persons living
in the country can be given the greatest
possible encouragement to stay there. The
State ought to be prepared, as it has done
for years, to carry a very big burden with
regard to country water supplies, because
this Government does not hesitate to carry
substantial burdens for industry.

By way of illustration, I refer to the re-
duction in the interest rate for Cockburn
Cement on a loan of £1,000,000 to a flat
4,5 per cent., less than the Government
itself is paying for the money. It does
that to encourage industry, and help in-
dustry, and a very wealthy industry at
that.

There was a similar situation with re-
gard to Hawker Siddeley, which was given
very, very generous treatment at the ex-
pense of the State's revenue, and an ex-
pense which will be a recurring one for
many years to come-a solid impost upon
the annual budget because of the loss of
earning power on loan funds written off.
If the State, as a State, is prepared to
carry that burden in order to foster in-
dustry established in the metropolitan
area, it should be prepared to carry a very
big burden with regard to water supplies
in country districts.

We do not consider that the Govern-
ment has been sympathetic enough to the
complaints from the country about these
increases in water rates and drainage
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rates, and to show our disagreement with
the Government's policy, we have moved
in the way I have already indicated.

MR. WIELD (Dale-Minister for Works)
110.18 pin.]: Before passing on to the sub-
stance of the amendment moved by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I intend
briefly to reply to the member for Welling-
ton and the member for Merredin-Yllgarn
in regard to drainage rates in the country.
Unfortunately, I am only speaking from
memory because my notes do not show a
division between sewerage and drainage,
but the losses last year were to the tune
of £650,000-odd, and as a Government we
have a responsibility.

It is all very well blithely to talk about
the Government carrying all these losses,
but somebody has to pay for them, and
when it gets down to the final analysis,
we would have to meet the losses from loan
funds, and this means we would have fewer
hospitals, schools, etc., built. We are
charged with the responsibility and we
must, as near as possible, endeavour to
make these various services pay.

Point of Order
Mr. HAWKE: May I raise a point of

order, Mr. Deputy Chairman?
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Cram-

melin): Yes.
Mr. HAWKE: It seems to me the Minis-

ter is replying to the debate, and on my
understanding of the situation the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition moved an amend-
ment which seems to me to be the ques-
tion before the Chair. If the Minister is
replying to the debate now, as he seems
to be, it could establish a situation in which
no other speaker would be entitled to speak
on the debate which took place before the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition moved
to reduce the vote.

Debate (on amendment to reduce vote)
Resumed

Mr. WILD: It Is only a matter of pro-
cedure, and is really immaterial. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
moved to reduce the Country Water Sup-
ply, Sewerage and Drainage vote by £1
on the grounds that insufficient interest
and sympathy has been shown to country
people. I was mentioning a moment or
two ago, when I was pulled up by the
Leader of the Opposition, the losses on
country water supplies; and, from memory,
last year they were to the tune of
£1,600,000 for water supplies, sewerage,
and drainage in the country.

Exactly the same thing applies, as I was
endeavouring to indicate to the member
for Wellington, to drainage. The losses
have to be borne by somebody-the money
has to come from somewhere, otherwise
the Treasurer has to meet the loss from
loan funds, and that naturally decreases

the amount that can be made available
for the building of hospitals, schools, and
other services throughout the State.

I am charged with the responsibility of
doing all I possibly can, on the advice of
my officers, to produce as much revenue
as possible; and, as members know, there
is a maximum rate which can be charged
for water, irrigation, or drainage, It is
governed by various Acts.

As regards the question of Narrogin,
which was raised by the honourable mnem-
ber, I would like to point out that in the
first place no Press representative was
present at the deputation. Therefore any-
thing that appeared in the Press was given
to it, presumably, by a member of the
deputation. The honourable member asked
me whether I was quoted correctly, and
I would refer him to a question asked of
me on the 19th November and appearing
in No. 44 Votes and Proceedings. The
question reads as follows:-

(1) Was he correctly reported in the
Narro gin Observer of Thursday,
31st October, 1963, as having told a
deputation from Narrogin that
"because of the recurring annual
loss the Grants Commission had
penalised the State and the Gov-
ernment had to make higher
charges to recoup the £190,000 for
the Great Southern Water Sup-
plies loss and these had been pas-
sed on when Narrogin had been
re-rated"?

(2) As the Grants Commission did not
adopt a budget adjustment for
either Western Australia or Tas-
mania because of losses on coun-
try water supplies, why did he mis-
Inform the members of the Nar-
rogin deputation?

(3) As the ground upon which he
based his refusal to accede to the
request of the people of Narrogin,
for a reduction in water charges
did not, in fact, exist, will he
grant the request and apply simi-
lar concessions to all other coun-
try towns?

I replied as follows:-
(1), (2) and (3) No. The deputation

was told that the Grants Commis-
sion had again drawn the atten-
tion of the State Government to
the situation in regard to country
water rating. The increased water
assessments at Narrogin were
brought about by a re-valuation-
Narrogin had not been re-valued
since 1957-and, even then, the
Great Southern section of the
Comprehensive Water Scheme,
which includes the supply to Mar-
rogin, incurred a loss of £190,000.

That is exactly what I said, and I think
it is a fair observation. I have had to sit
in my seat and I have not been able to
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move away to get the extract I wanted;
but members will recall that only a few
days ago, when the Grants Commission
arrived in Western Australia, the chairman
made a similar observation. He said he
was very concerned about Western Aus-
tralia's £1,000,000 loss on the State Ship-
ping Service, and the losses on country
water supplies. That was the observation
he made.

I was indicating to the deputation, as
I have done with other deputations from
the country which have Protested about the
increase in rates--to the maximum in most
cases-the fact that whilst as yet-

Mr. Tonkin: Isn't it the maximum in
all cases?

Mr. WILD: In very nearly all. I under-
stand there are two or three that are not
on the maximum. As I said, I am without
my notes; but I know that nearly all are
on the maximum, and I think there are
two or three which have not yet been
raised to the maximum. As we have had
our attention drawn to this fact. is it not
only fit and proper that the Government
should take heed of the comments ex-
pressed by the Chairman of the Grants
Commission? He has said exactly what I
said to the deputation, and he also drew
the attention of the Government to this
fact 12 months ago. On this occasion,
however, he made it more obvious by pub-
lishing a statement In the Press.

I will now deal with this reference to a
parliamentary inquiry. The honourable
member said I had refused to give
him the names of the members of that
committee. From memory. I was asked if
an inquiry was being made, and who
were the members of the inquiring
committee. I indicated that it was a par-
liamentary inquiry, and for the honour-
able member's edification, and if my
memory serves me correctly. I said that
the committee was formed of members of
the joint parties, who were asked to in-
quire into the question of water rating
and make some recommendations, if pos-
sible. The member for Narrogin was the
chairman, and prior to his being chair-
man, The Hon. E. H. M. Lewis, the present
Minister for Education, was the chairman.

Mr. Tonkin: And have you not got the
report?

Mr. WILD: Yes; I have. I will tell the
honourable member about it in a minute
if he will be patient. I think The Hon.
S. T. J. Thompson, M.L.C., The Hon. C. R.
Abbey, M.L.C., The Hon. J. Cunningham,
M.L.C..-who is no longer a member of the
Legislative Council-and The Hon. J. M.
Thomson, M.L.C. were the members of that
committee. From those names it will be
realised that the members of the com-
mittee all represented country electorates
which were having these water problems.

The committee's report has been received
and it is a very good one. If my memory
serves me aright, the members heard evi-

dence from 80 or 90 individuals. It has
already been considered by the Govern-
ment and referred back to the committee
for further consideration and at the
moment it is now lying on my table. The
report will be presented to Cabinet on
Monday if I can find sufficient time to
prepare an accompanying minute. That
report contains some revolutionary recom-
mendations. As I have said, it was com-
piled by members who were interested in
this Problem. They recognise-as I know
all members have recognised, and as I
know the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
recognises, because he sat In the same
chair that I am now occupying for six
years--that there is little or nothing that
can be done while we continue to follow
the existing system. I am not going to
apologise for the trend because it is one
of those things that must be.

As I have already pointed out, in the
last few days the attention of the Govern-
ment has been drawn to the problem by
the Chairman of the Grants Commission,
who is in Perth at the moment. If the
Government had not taken heed of his
warning I would be failing in the trust
that is reposed in me to do the best I can in
the management of the Public Works De-
partment. I do not think it can be said
that the Government has in any way en-
deavoured to skip Its obligations in the
Provision of water supplies throughout the
country districts of Western Australia.

I can well recall when the Premier gave
me the opportunity of assuming the port-
folio of Minister for Water Supplies his
saying to me, "I want you to concentrate
upon country water supplies." I say to
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition with
some Pride that it has been my pleasure
in the last few years to have opened no
fewer than seven newv country water supply
schemes in each year I have been in office.
I do not take any credit for that. The de-
partment can take all the credit because
it has done a magnificent job in pushing
water mains out to places in Western Aus-
tralia which, if the Treasurer had not
shown any initiative in this regard, would
have been waiting for a water supply for
the next 10 or 20 years. As it is, there
are very few towns now which are without
a water supply scheme. We are now
getting down to places such as Newdegate,
with as few as 26 connections, and Provid-
ing them with water.

Mr. Davies: What about Cannington
and a few of those places?

Mr. WILD: They come within the
metropolitan area, and this motion seeks
to reduce the vote for country water sup-
plies by E1. So there is not a scintilla of
evidence to indicate that the Government
is not mindful or the urgent necessity to
provide water in as many places and in
as many towns as possible in Western
Australia. Like any other business organi-
sation, we have only limited revenue and
limited loan funds. Being charged with
the responsibility of the expenditure on
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water supplies, we are obliged to make
those pounds go as far as they possibly
can.

It is very unfortunate, I know, that, in
many of these places where they have been
enjoying low water rates for years, the
rates have now to be increased. For
example, in the district represented by the
Leader of the opposition, if my memory
serves me right, only about three years
ago the people of that district were en-
joying a water rate of about Is. 6d. in
the pound, whereas the water rate in
York. a short distance away, is 3s. in the
pound.

When recommendations come forward
from the accountancy section of the de-
partment drawing my attention to the
fact that one town is out of line with
some other town, I am forced to make eveny
endeavour to bring each and every one
of them into line, bearing in mind that this
year it is costing the department approxi-
mately £1,600,000 to provide water in the
country areas of Western Australia. There-
fore I oppose the amendment moved by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to
reduce this vote by El.

MRt. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin) [10.32
pm.]: It seems that I have been drawn
into this debate, and therefore I Must have
a few words to say on the amendment. At
first glance it would seem I am in a happy
position by having the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition on my side in fighting for
a reduction of water rates in the country
areas, and for a reduction of water rates
in Narrogin, in particular. If that is the
case I am very happy about it. However,
I rather think that if I look beneath the
surface that is not so.

I am inclined to believe that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition feels that, in
moving this amendment to reduce the vote
of the country water supplies by £1, and
using as the basis for his argument that
Narrogin is protesting against any increases
in water rates, I am in a rather invidious
position in that I should either vote for
the amendment, or else betray the citizens
of Narrogin. I will endeavour to review
the position. The protest came from Nar-
rogin as a result of increased valuations
being made, which were based on Taxation
Department assessments. As most members
know, when a reassessment of the valua-
tions is made there is an opportunity to
appeal.

Due to some misunderstanding in this
matter, in relation to both the rating by
the town council and the rating by the
Water Supply Department, and the respec-
tive notices following one upon the other,
there was some little confusion as to
whether, if one appealed against one valua-
tion, one should automatically appeal
against both. However, when the time
expired for the payment of the rates, the
Minister allowed an extra month in which
one could appeal against the valuations.

That month expired only last week, so a
further opportunity was available to those
who wished to appeal against the valua-
tions that were made. That outlines the
position in regard to valuations, but it does
not cover the total amount that has to be
paid by the ratepayers. because the rate
is 3s. in the pound.

In view of the high rate, when one in-
creases the valuation, the amount payable
in water rates becomes exceedingly high,
especially when we compare it with the
rate of is. in the pound in the metropolitan
area. Whilst the valuations remained at
a low figure, People did not worry very
much. But when 50 per cent. was added to
the valuations, it came home to them, and
they knew the situation that existed, be-
cause of the high rating of 3s. in pound.
I would like to ask the Committee who
the Minister for Water Supply was In 1956,
when the comprehensive water supply
scheme was opened in Narrogin. I suggest
it was the present Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. Who set the rate that was
charged in Narrogin? It was the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Tonkin: Not the present rate.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: Yes, the present

rate.
Mr. Tonkin: No.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: There has been

no increase in the rate. What is more,
Prior to the opening of the comprehensive
water scheme, there were many areas
which could not get water from their taps
at all. For some years the residents were
granted the magnificent amount of 10
gallons per person twice a week. Members
will imagine the decent sort of baths that
could be got out of that.

Deputations at that time asked for some
relief from the rate, because we were not
getting the water. But we were told the
charges would remain, whether we got the
water or not. The rates then were exactly
the same as they are today.

Mr. Tonkin: A maximum of three
shillings?

Mr. W. A. MANJNING: Yes.
Mr. Tonkin: Wasn't it a maximum of

2s. 9d. in those days?
Mr. W. A. MANNING: It was 3s. then,

and it is 3s' now. Pingelly was paying the
rate, and in that area, if the tap were
turned on, the smell would knock anyone
over. It certainly would not water a lawn,
but it was hoped it would put out a fire.
I think it would probably make it burn
brighter! All this happened when the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was Min-
ister for Water Supply; so we can see what
a pal he is in this matter. It might seem
as though he is arguing my ease, but that
is far from the truth. We must be con-
sistent in these matters. The rate is too
high. I do not exonerate the present
Minister for Works. We feel the rate is
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too high as compared with the metro- of that land is arable? How much of It
politan area. It Ill behoves the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition to take the stand
he does, particularly when he fixed the
rate. Hle set a rate of 3s. for Narrogin,
but the rate for Wagin and Katanning
was only 2s. and 2s. 6d.

Once a rate is set it is difficult to get
it altered. Surely the time to have it
altered is when the area shifts from one
water scheme to another-from the local
scheme to the comprehensive scheme
as happened in 1956. But no change was
made, and the same rates stand today.
That is what we are up against. One can
protest against valuations which vary,
because there is a right of appeal; but one
cannot appeal against rates, because once
they are set, they stand. I cannot sup-
Port the amendment moved by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. We certainly
want to see something done to alleviate
the Position in our area, but I do not
think that the amendment will bring that
about. The Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion read a report from the Narrogin paper,
but I think he has been drawn in by the
reference to himself.

I well remember the delays that took
place when he was Minister. I was chair-
man of the local committee at that time.
and when he did not proceed with the
work on the comprehensive scheme, and
we raised the matter, he said, "Give us
the steel and we will finish the job."

Mr. Tonkin: That is correct.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: We took the

trouble to find out from Broken Hill what
the position was, and they said that the
steel was available.

Mr. Tonkin: That was not correct.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: It was; and it

was some considerable time later that the
Pipe line was proceeded with. I know, be-
cause I was right in amongst things in
those days. I would like to feel that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition is fight-
ing my case for me. but I cannot support
his amendment, because of the stand he
has taken in the past.

MR. HALL (Albany) [10.41 p.m.]: In
supporting this amendment I must Pro-
test on behalf of the ratepayers in the
Wilson drainage area, because of the high
rating that has been imposed on them in
the last few years. Only the other day I
had a notice banded to me which showed
that the rating had been changed from
£1 5s. to £11 3s. 8d. That is a very steep
increase. I have written to the engi-
neer in charge of the public works at
Albany, and made some tentative inquiries
of the Minister's Department as to the
classification.

Nobody can dispute the fact that the
people in the areas concerned are being
asked to pay too high a rate. How much

is workable? I am sure members would
not care to receive an increase in their
rates from £1 5is. to £11 3s. 8d. It Is a
disgusting increase; it is f ar too much
for anyone to carry. Most of these people
have small holdings, and they are afraid
that the rating is getting far beyond what
they are able to pay, particularly when
one compares the facilities for production
at their disposal.

They feel they are not getting the ser-
vice for the rates they are paying. Cer-
tain people in the Wilson drainage area do
not have any access whatever. There is
no drainage on their properties. In one
case, I have suggested to the person con-
cerned that he make his appeal in the
ordinary manner; namely, that he lodge
a percentage, and then take the matter up
with the appeal court. Certain of these
areas are unworkable, and yet they are
highly rated, even though they get no
access to drainage whatever. I know of
another instance where the people axe try-
ing to get some access to drainage. They
have made representation, but the classi-
ficattion there has debarred them. I under-
stand the engineer is endeavouring to
alleviate the position to some extent, and
if we can get some justice in the matter
of the rates that are paid, much of that
land that has been lying dormant will be
put into production.

I cannot understand why such a high
rate has been fixed. It has possibly been
done by somebody who viewed the Posi-
tion from the top of a hill, and made his
recommendation to the Minister, who
promptly accepted it. Some of the small
landholders are very concerned, and are
talking about getting out of the business.
What we require is revaluation and re-
rating. It is possible that if we had a
true valuation of the area the rating would
not be so high.

Amendm~ent (to reduce vote) Put and a
division taken with the following result:-

Bickerton
Brady
Davies
Evans
Fletcher
Graham
Hall
Hawke
J. Hegney
W. Heaney
Jamnieson

Bovell
Blrand
BUMt
Cornell
Court
Craig
Dunn
Gayfer
Grayden
Guthrie
Hart
Henn

Ayes-22
Mr. Kelly
Mr. D. 0. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Rhatgan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May

(Teller
Noes-23

Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. I. W. Manning
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Nel

(TeCUCT J

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.
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Ayes
Mr. Curran
Mr. Hleal

Pairs
Noes

Mr. Hearman
Mr. Runciman

Majority against-i.

Amendment thus negatived.

Vote: [Public Works and Buildings] put
and passed.

Vote: Harbour and Light and Jetties,
!495,S50-put and passed.

Vote: Labour, £13,360--

MR. IIAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) L10.49 p.m.]: I want to take
advantage of this vote to make a protest
against the way in which legislation com-
ing from the Department of Labour has
been handled in Parliament during this
session. It would be quite easy to speak
for a long time on this matter; however,
I want to refer mainly to the Bill which
was before us Yesterday dealing with
workers' compensation. The way in which
the Minister for Labour handled that Bill
was nothing short of disgraceful.

The Bill was an awful let down, and
and an awful take down, because as
we know it provides no financial benefit
whatsoever to any injured worker, or any
of his dependants. The information given
by the Minister to this House was very
sparse, and he would not answer questions
in the Committee stage, or during the third
reading stage. He rejected the amend-
ments moved by the member for Mt.
Hawthorn on the basis that he did. not
have time to study them, and consequently
did not know the additional cost which
might be involved should the Committee
accept the amendments.

When he was challenged by the member
for Boulder-Elyre to indicate to the House
what the amendment in this Bill would
cost Industry, he mumbled a few words
to the effect that he did not know, thus
immediately destroying the basis of his so-
called reasoning for rejecting the amend-
ments of the member for Mt. Hawthorn.

It is a great pity, indeed, that legislation
coming from the Department of Labour,
which is usually very vital legislation
affecting the lives of a great many people,
should not be given far better attention
than it was in this instance. I wish firstly
to voice my protest, principally against the
poor type of Hill to amend the Workers'
Compensation Act which came from the
Department of Labour through the Min-
ister; and, secondly, to condemn very
strongly the way in which that legislation
was handled by the Minister in this
Chamber during the Committee stage.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: Scaffolding, E13,510; Factories,

£39,685: State Insurance Office, £5i-put
and passed.

Vote: Mines, £664,611-

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) (10.53 p.m.]: On behalf of the
Minister for Mines I wish to say that the
increased activity in the production of
minerals other than gold and coal in this
State resulted in another record produc-
tion of minerals during the year ended
the 31st December. 1962. The value of
minerals produced was £7,680,292, and the
agregate value of the State's mineral pro-
duction, including gold and coal, amounted
to £23,096,800.

With the completion of the reorganisa-
tion of the Geological Survey Branch,
which now comprises 30 geologists, the
Mines Department has been able to ex-
pand the field work for the geological
examination and mapping of the State's
mineral and water resources, and in this
connection major surveys were commenced
as follows-

Regional geological surveys com-
menced in the Kimberley goldfield,
Pilbara goldfield, and the Kalgoorlie
-Widgemooltha area of the eastern
goldfields.

Engineering geology in connection
with the standard gauge railway, the
Ord River damn, the GO-Go barrage
wvall, Diamond Gorge, and Secure Bay
tidal project.

Hydrology. Water bores have been
successfully located at Geraldton,
Mandurah. Wyndham. Exmouth Gulf,
Nanutarra. and Morawa. Examination
of darn sites for the P.W.D. in con-
nection with metropolitan and country
water supplies.

In all, 32 bore holes were put down and
of these 21 were suitable for the purpose
for which they were drilled, while some
of the others produced good stock water.
Advice was also given to the public for
siting bores drilled by private contract.

The regional surveys in the north-west.
Kimberley, and eastern goldflelds, will be
continued this Year and engineering
geology will be carried out in connection
with the standard gauge railway and other
Public Works Department projects. Flur-
ther drilling with water will be done at
Mandurah, Morawa, Geraldton-Allanooka
and Mt. Kenneth-Lancelln, Nanu-
tarra, Hyden, Lake Gnangar, and at Kala-
munda. There will also be some drilling
for damn sites for the metropolitan water
supply.

Resulting from the granting of the iron
ore reserves, the search for iron has con-
tinued most actively, and it is estimated
that approximately £2,000,000 has been
expended in this connection, and large
numbers of personnel engaged. In order
to make provision for the export of iron
ore from the deposits, a great deal of
work has been done to survey possible sites
for deep-water ports on the north-west
coast. Consideration is also being given to
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the beneficiation of iron ore and the
possibility of ultimately establishing a sec-
ond iron and steel industry in the State.

The Mines Department has assisted in
the search for and evaluation of the iron
ore deposits. Where warranted and neces-
sary, and after technical examination, as-
sistance has been given to mining pros-
pects likely to become producers. Sus-
tenance is provided for approved prospec-
tors, and an average of 50 men has been
kept in the field during the past year under
the scheme.

The department's 20 State batteries
crushed 48,154 tons of gold ore for 16,162
ounces of bullion, estimated to contain
13,697 fine ounces of gold, equal to a re-
turn of 5 dwt. 16 gr. per ton. Cyanide
Plants Produced a further 2,834 fine ounces
giving a total estimated production of
16,531 fine ounces valued at £258,656.

The Government Chemical Laboratories
consisting of six divisions carries out
chemical analysis and assays for Govern-
ment departments and the public, and
also gives assistance to industry, particu-
larly through the engineering chemistry,
industrial chemistry, and fuel technology
divisions. Considerable work is being done
by the laboratories in connection with the
American base at North West Cape, re-
garding water supplies and building mate-
rials. Analytical work is done for the De-
partment of Agriculture in connection with
soils, water, and animal tissues for diag-
nosis of disease. Regular analyses are be-
ing made of water f or the metropolitan
water supply and also of all country water
supplies from Wyndham to Esperance, In-
cluding the Ord River.

Assays of minerals for economic
elements are carried out for the geological
survey and for the public. Work done far
assistance to industry includes the fol-

-lowing:-

Consultants to the construction of the
plant for benieficiation of ilmenite;

beneficlation of coastal lime sands for
the production of builders' lime;

industrial hygiene investigations in
connection with the use of chemi-
cals in industry; and

air pollution investigations.
The Schools of Mines at Kalgoorlie and
Norseman cater for the requirements of
the mining community, and last year 352
students enrolled for courses in mining
subjects at Kalgoorlie and 69 at Norseman.
In both cases there was an Increase in
enrolrrlents over the previous year.

Attached to the Kalgoorlie School of
Mines is the metallurgical laboratory,
which carries out investigations into the
treatment of refractory ores, and other
mining problems. Additions are almost
completed to the laboratories, and its ser-
vices are in considerable demand for this
type of assistance to the Industry.

Some extra classrooms are also being
added to the school to provide accommo-
dation required; and in 1964 a new course
in electronics will be commenced. The
schools are providing a valuable service
to the mining industry and the syllabus
and equipment are kept up to date to pro-
vide training In accordance with the latest
mining and educational practice.

The flew Explosives and Dangerous
Goods Act will enable the Explosives
Branch to regulate and control the use and
handling of explosives and dangerous
goods much more effectively.

The activity in mining generally is
shown by the fact that the Alcoa Refinery
at Kwinana is now in operation and is
treating ore from the mine at Jarrahdale.
At Bunbury the Laporte works are well
on schedule for the treatment of ilmenite
to produce titanium oxide. There has
been a general increase in the production
of ilnienite from Bunbury and Busselton
as a result of more favourable markets,
and more ground has been taken up for
this mineral.

At Greenbushes, Aberfoyle Tin No Lia-
bility is preparing to go into production
of tin and tantalite, and a large bucket
dredge has been purchased in Victoria
and will be transported to Greenbushes
in 1964, where it will be reassembled to
allow dredging to commence early in
1965. During re-erection and modifica-
tion of the dredge at Greenbushes, 20 to
100 men will be employed from time to
time directly and indirectly, and about
45 men will be employed continuously
when the plant commences production.

In Kalgoorlie, Gold mines of Kalgoorlie
is commencing mining at the old Mt.
Charlotte mine and it is expected that it
will become a large producer when fully
operational.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [11.2 p.m.]: I do not
intend to detain the Committee very long
in connection with this vote, but there
are some remarks which I feel constrained
to make. Very early in the year state-
ments were being made by Ministers--two
Ministers that I know of: the Minister for
Industrial Development, and the Minister
for Mines--that we were just about to
make large sales of iron ore to Japan. I
can remember on one occasion the Mini-
ster for Mines said he was waiting on the
telephone expecting to hear daily that a
contract had been concluded in Japan,

Each time I made a public statement to
the effect that the Government was in
difficulty in trying to sell iron ore, one or
other of the Ministers came into the Press
and said, in effect, that I did not know
what I was talking about. However, up
to this present day, not one ounce of Iron
ore has been sold.

It is interesting to skip quickly through
some public statements to see what a lot
of subterfuge is put over, from time to
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time, with regard to these so-called pro-
gressive moves being made by the Gov-
ernment. In July, 1962-and that is a fair
way back-a statement was made, "W.A.'s
ore grades satisfy (Japanese) mission."
That is a very important statement, be-
cause according to this they were satisfied
as to the grade in 1962, but they still have
not bought any iron ore.

We then get various statements from
1961 to 1963 such as "State signs deal on
big ore deposits"; "Race against election
for big ore deal"; "Germans confident on
W.A. ore"; "Minister talks on iron ore'";
"Scott River may set the lead in iron ore",-
"The State signs 12-million deal over iron
ore"; "Ore body so big it may need A-
power"; "Further talk on iron ore"; "Big
iron ore Plant for 5.-West"; and "Vita!
Year (1962) for ore exports-huge market
open." And one from Premier Brand:
-W.A. has no time to lose in selling iron
ore," and that was said in June, 1962.
Others were "State has iron ore advan-
tage"; "New look at iron ore market";
"Good future-iron in Japan". Then in
March, 1963. we get this: "Griffith finds
no ready sale in Japan for W.A. ore".

Mr. Graham: Another squibl
Mr. TONKIN: On the 22nd February,

1963. appeared the following:-
Griffith Urges Patience

After final talks yesterday with
Premier Brand and Industrial Devel-
opment Minister Court, Mines Minister
Griffith said that Western Australia
must be patient and ensure that aLl)
negotiations about the State's iron ore
sales were soundly based.

In a leading article in The West Australian
on the 23rd February, 1963, under the
heading, "Sales Contracts are Key to W.A.
Iron-Mining" was the following-

The key factor is ability to sell ore
profitably against strong competition
abroad. For the time being, at least,
the best prospects of mining contracts
appear to be in Japan, where the steel
Industry is heading for further ex-
pansion despite a temporary lull in the
rate of progress.

In the issue of the 11th March, this year,
of the same paper, appeared the follow-
ing:

Japanese Want Top W.A, Ore
The form in which iron ore should

be exported might prove an import-
ant feature of discussions on a possible
export agreement with Japan, Premier
Brand said yesterday.

Mr. Brand had a. telephone conver-
sation with Mines Minister Griffith,
who Is in Japan consulting leaders of
the Japanese steel industry.

The Premier said the talks were
progressing satisfactorily.

They must have been!

Mr. Court: They are!

Mr. TONKIN: That was back in March.
If the talks had been progessing satis-
factorily, they have taken a long time to
come to fruition.

Mr. Court: I think you are going to be
disappointed when these contracts are
signed.

Mr. Davies: We will be disappointed if
they are not!

Mr. TONKIN: If I live long enough I
will see them signed.

Mr. Court: You'll be disappointed!

Mr. TONKIN: It is to be hoped that
some time they will be signed.

Mr. Court: You have run out of some-
thing to talk about.

Mr. TONKfI: The situation is a bit
different from the Minister holding on
the other end of the phone daily five or
six months ago. What a bad judge he
was, and he had only just come back from
Japan, too! That Is what he said. He
said that he was waiting daily for a ring
on the phone from Japan to inform him
that the contract had been signed-and
he is still waiting. I hope he put the
phone down in the meantime.

In the Daily News on the 22nd March
appeared the following:-

Mining Man for Japan

Mines Minister Griffith today con-
ferred with Western Mining Corpora-
tion managing director W. Morgan on
prospects of selling iron ore in Japan.

Griffith later said that Morgan
planned to go to Japan for negotia-
tions early in May.

Western Mining controls the Taller-
ing Peak and Koolanooka deposits for
which Gerald ton Is planned as the
export port.

Griffith said that Western mining
would conduct experiments in con-
nection with the phosphorous con-
tent of the deposits.

On the 27th April in The West AUstralian
was the following:-

2 Big U.S. Firms Seek Ore
Two prominent United States min-

-ing companies are interested in jo in-
ing with the Melbourne-based West-
ern Mining Corporation in the Tal-
lering Peak-Koolanooka iron ore de-
posits.

They told Mr. Gr-iffith that their
companies were interested in going
into the Tallering Peak venture with
Western Mining, which holds the
mining rights.

Mr. Griffith said that the U.S. firms
could be interested in mineral fields
in other parts of the State.
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In the Daily News of the 10th May this
year, appeared the following-.

Long-term Basis Of Buying W.A. from
by Lloyd Marshall

The Japanese steel mills would
definitely buy W.A. iron ore on a long-
term basis.

This was said today by Mines Min-
ister Griffith, He said that the only
reservations the Japanese made were
those of price, quality and quantity.

That is about everything, is it not? I am
wondering what else there is to make a
reservation about if they are buying iron
ore and they make reservations about
price, quality, and quantity! To con-
tinue-

These would be determined by Jap-
anese negotiations with the partici-
pating exporting companies.

He said the Japanese had told
him-

This is the Minister speaking, according
to the paper-

-they would start buying as Japan
overcame Its current recession and
completed existing contracts.

He had been given these very firm
assurances at an official meeting in
Japan with representatives of the
Japanese steel mills.

It looks as if the Japanese assurances are
worth not much more than some we have
been given here. To continue-

He was commenting on an APP-
Reuter message today saying the
Japanese steel mills had been request-
ed by a W.A. iron mining company to
resume negotiations for the export of
W.A. iron ore to Japan.

These are negotiations which, according
to the Minister a month before, were pro-
ceeding satisfactorily. Well, how can
negotiations which were proceeding satis-
factorily be resumed? I would think they
would be continued if they were proceeding
satisfactorily. Resumption seems to mean
that they had stopped, or broken down,
and of course that was the position as we
find out if we read a little further on, as
follows: -

The steel mills spokesman said
Western Mining Corporation manag-
ing director W. M. Morgan was to visit
Japan.

He would go as a member of a
private Australian delegation to the
forthcoming Japan -Australian joint
business committee to start in Tokyo
on May 16.

- The spokesman said Morgan wished
to re-open negotiations on iron ore
export with Japanese steel mills late
this month after attending the com-
mittee meeting.

He said the company's request had
been made following the recent
affirmation of Japan's intention to

buy W.A. iron ore on a long-term
basis.

The spokesman said during the
previous negotiations the Australian
firm has offered to supply Japan with
about 750,000 tons of iron ore a Year
from next year.

Now, just listen to this with reference to
these negotiations which were proceeding
satisfactorily, according to the Minister-

But the negotiations were suspended
because of disagreement on the quality

* of W.A. iron ore to be mined from the
Tallering Peak mines.

This request was to reopen negotiations
which had been suspended; but the people
of Western Australia were told by the
Premier as the result of a telephone con-
versation with the Minister from Japan
that the talks were proceeding satis-
factorily. Add that up! On the 17th May,
1903, the following article appeared in The
West Australian:-

No Sales Yet for W.A. iron
Ore-Spooner

Canberra, Thursday.-The Com-
monwealth Government had received
no request for a deepwater port to be
established for the export of iron ore
from the North-West of Western Aus-
tralia, National Development Minister
Sir William Spooner said in the Senate
today.

"A good deal is going on," he said.
"I am in hope of seeing something
eventuate in relation to the Western
Australian iron ore deposits.

And we say, "So say all of us." But that
does not suggest that these talks that were
going on back in March were proceeding
satisfactorily.

Now we will see whether the Minister
for Industrial Development had any basis
for the statement he made. I quote from
the Daily News of the 21st May of this
year. I had the temerity to write a letter
to the Daily News on the failure to sell iron
ore. The practice of newspapers is that
they invariably show such articles to the
Minister concerned so that his comments
can go in at the bottom. That happened in
this case. I do not mind that in the least,
of course, if the Minister would stick to
the facts and not misrepresent the position.
Unfortunately, that does not happen. I
propose to read my letter and then read
what the Minister said at the end of it.
My letter reads as follows:-

On his return from Japan in March,
Mines Minister Griffith reported there
was no ready sale for West Australian
iron ore because of an economic de-
pression. At the same time as he was
forming his opinion in Japan, a con-
tract was actually signed in New York
by representatives of Ccnzlnc-Rio
Tinto and Kaiser for the sale of West
Australian iron ore to Japan.
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I would like to say here that I made that
statement on very definite information
which was given to me In Perth. I now
believe it to be not correct, because it has
since been denied by the Minister, Who
says that the company has denied it; and,
of course, there has been no evidence so
far that that contract actually existed.
But it has not been Proved conclusively
that it did not, because the companies
concerned propose to go into the business
and they have not yet started to mine the
iron ore. When they do it will be easily
found whether this contract, about which
I have been told, really did exist. If it did
not, then I am sorry that I made the
statement, which. I believed to be true at
the time, but which may or may not have
been true. At this point of time, I do not
know. My letter continues-

The Minister's failure was because he
was trying to sell iron ore from Taller-
Ing Peak. In the article by Lloyd Mlar-
shall (Daily News, May 10). reference
was made to negotiations for the sale
of iron ore from Tallering Peak having
broken down because of disagreement
on quality.

As this explanation was given by a
spokesman for certain Japanese steel
mills, perhaps Industrial Development
Minister Court will explain why he
assured the Legislative Assembly on
November '7, last year (Hansard p.
2491) that our failure to sell the Tal-
lering Peak iron ore was not due to
difficulty over the grade of the ore
but .. ... It is entirely on account
of the Japanese economic conditions
which are affecting their planning ... ,

Members will recall that that was the
statement made in this House by the Min-
ister: a flat denial that it was the quality
of the ore that was the trouble. He blamed
the economic depression in Japan, yet we
have the statement which I previously read
where the spokesman for the Japanese
companies referred to the fact that the
negotiations broke down over the quality
of the ore and that Western Mining Cor-
poration were asking that negotiations be
resumed.

Mr. Court: That extract of mine: does
It refer specifically to grade or quality?

Mr. TONKINq: Quality. The Minister's
statement was, "It was entirely on account
of the Japanese economic conditions."

Mr. Court: It was, at that time.
Mr. TONKIN: That is contrary to what

the spokesman from Japan was reported
to have said. Let me read it again-

The spokesman said during the pre-
vious negotiations the Australian firm
had offered to supply Japan with
about '750,000 tons of iron ore a year
from next year.

But the negotiations were suspend-
ed because of disagreement on the
quality of Western Australian iron ore

to be mined from the Tallering Peak
mines.

That is plain enough. When I said that
In the House, the Minister said, "No, that
is not so; failure was entirely due"-not
partly, but entirely due-"to the economic
depression." There is another sum that I
ask you to add up. Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Court: At that time it was. They
were cancelling contracts left, right, and
centre.

Mr. TONKIN: It was not, according to
this. The following is the Minister's re-
ply:-

I do not know where Tonkin gets
his information, but it is incorrect.

Just like that; despite what the Daily
News printed about it.

Mr. Court: You have admitted that your
information was incorrect-about the con-
tract being signed in America,

Mr. TONKIN: I said that it appears
that I was mistaken with regard to that.
I am not yet completely satisfied, because
the companies concerned are not yet in a
position to supply iron ore; and when they
are, I shall then know whether this con-
tract-the existence of which I was guar-
anteed was certain; I was told the very
day it was supposed to have been signed-
is a fact or not. All I have to go on is
that the Minister has said on behalf of
the companies-they have not said it-
that they had not made any contract.

Mr. Court: Didn't the companies' rep-
resentatives tell you that personally?

Mr. TONKIN: No.

Mr. Court: I thought you told me at one
stage that they had told you.

Mr. TONKIN: No. All I have had up
to date is what the Minister himself said:
that he referred this to the companies and
they had told him that they had not made
a contract.

Mr. Court: That is so. They assured us
they had not.

Mr. TONKIN: I indicated that I might
have been mistaken, but that it is not
conclusive.

Mr. Court: I think the misunderstand-
ing on the part of your informant might
have come from the fact that they did
make a proposition to the Japanese; a
proposition which had some repercussions.

Mr. TONKIN: In New York?
Mr. Court: I should imagine in Japan.

Mr. TONKIN: My information was that
it was signed in New York.

Mr. Court: There was no contract. They
did put a proposition concerning the sup-
ply of a certain quantity under certain
conditions, but there was no contract.
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The CHAIRMAN (Mr. L. W. Manning):
Order! I think the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition had better be allowed to make
his speech.

Mr. TONINf: You are quite right, Mr.
Chairman. But what the Minister is saying
is most helpful and interesting to me,
because ever since I was given the informa -
tlom-trom a source which I do not doubt-
I have wondered why it did appear that
that particular piece of information was
not correct; and 1 freely admit that I had
my doubts about it in view of the state-
ment made by the Minister that the com-
panies had assured him that no contract
was signed. It could be that some mis-
understanding arose because there was
some discussion about that time and, as
t-he Minister said, some proposition was
Put forward, r can only repeat that my
information was that a contract was signed
in New York. Only time will tdll whether
that information was correct or not; and
if it was not. I very much regret that I
made the statement.

TO go on with the Minister's footnote
to my letter which, by the way, was much
longer than my letter, the Minister for
Industrial Development said-

There is no question of failure on
the part of the Western Australian
Government to sell Iron ore because
Or Tallering Peak ore. In any ces2
it is only a small portion of our total
iron ore objectives. The whale ques-
tion of Iron ore sales is progressing
smoothly and in accordance with
everyone's expectations, except per-
haps Tonkln's.

It is proceeding so smoothly that no sale
has Yet been effected, and this was six
months ago, It does not say much for the
expectations of all the other people, except
Tonkin, if they are satisfied. I was the
Only one dissatisfied, according to the
Minister, with the progress that was being
made. How he arrived at that conclusion
I do not know.

Mr. Court: You seem to be very unhappy
that we are anxious to get Geraldion ore
from under the ground.

Mr. TONKIN: I am not unhappy; I am
tickled pink about the situation.

Mr. Court: I am afraid you are.
Mr. TONKIN: Talk about sales!
Mr. Court: The member for Geraldbon

is on our side in this one.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister is feeding
it to the people week after week-sales
are about to be made: I am hanging on
the end of the telephone waiting to be
told daily! But this was six months ago.

Mr. Court: I think we will ask the Press
to put the eventual announcement in
small type so that it does not upset You
too much.

Mr. TONKIN:, No; I will not be Upset.
But when the Minister makes statements
he should make statements of fact. -If
they are not statements of fact he should
keep his mouth closed.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You made plenty
of statements when you came back from
your overseas mission.

Mr. TONKIN: What I said in connection
with my mission was In accordance with
fact. And the Minister should not forget
this: that I had with me on that mission
men who were free to speak their own
minds. They were under no inhibitions
from me.

Mr. Rosa Hutchinson: Where was the
fact?

Mr. TONKIN: There was not one of
them who contradicted any statement I
made.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What about the
b'lazing headlines at the time?

Mr. TONKIN: I have already dealt with
that one.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
Order!

Mr. Bovell: Let us know what your over-
seas mission accomplished.,

Mr. TONKINT: I am only showing how
fu~nny this is. This has been going on for
more than 12 months.

Mr. Bovell: Of course; and it is leading
up to what will eventually be one of the
State's greatest businesses.

Mr. TONKIN: Maybe. But why tell the
people that the Minister is hanging on to
the telephone expecting to be told daily?

Mr. Court: If we tell you, -it's wrong,
and if we dont tell you we are accused
of doing something in secret and of doing
something sinister. We can't win.

Mr., TONKIN: From the sublime to the
ridiculous.

Mr. Court: I think you are going to be
disappointed when all this comes up.

Mr. TONKIN: No;, I will not be dis-
appointed. As a matter of fact, I expect
the Government to sell iron ore. If it does
not it will hear about it.

Mr. Court: That's fair enough.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: We are hearing

now.
Mr. TONKIN: Yes, but much more

vehemently than the Minister is at the
Moment.

Mr. Brady: They won't sell it before
1967.

Mr. TONKIN: I think it is as well that
Ministers on the other side of the Cham-
ber should be reminded of the statements
they are making from time to time.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: And I have re-
minded you of one you made.
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Mr. Toms: They just can't help it.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):

Order!
Mr. TONKIN: Surely that is important.

Now we get down to the real trouble as I
see it. There is a very large deposit of
iron ore at Mt. Newman, and I have had
information supplied to me which is con-
clusive proof that certain Japanese have
supplied the money to pay the lease rents
on the area; and if I am asked to quote
the figure I can quote it. I can quote the
bank through which the draft was made,
because these Japanese have been supply-
Ing the funds to secure these leases. They
are in a position to work this iron ore
themselves, so what fools they would be
to be rushing into a contract to pay some-
body a higher price for iron ore than that
at which they will be able to supply it
themselves. That is why the Government
is running into trouble with the sale of iron
ore-

Mr. Court: I don't think so.
Mr. TONKIN: -too many people trying

to get contracts against the certainty that
iron ore can be supplied from Mt. Newman
under the Jap's own terms. When we can
overcome that obstacle we will be able to
sell Iron ore.

Mr. Court: They haven't even got a
title, which the other people have.

Mr. Moir: What about Woodfield?
Mr. TONKINq: That is one gentleman.
Mr. Court: They have not got an assur-

ance of a title like the Goldsworthy people.
Mr. TONKIN: They have a reasonable

expectation that they will get it, because
they have had generous treatment from
the Minister for Mines up to date in re-
gard to the employment of Japanese. He
has been prepared to make a declaration
of indulgence, so far as the law is con-
cerned, and do what the law tells him
he cannot do.

Having been received so generously so
far on that point he has got good grounds
for believing that he will not be held up
when he wants to go a step further.
Time will tell whether this is or is
not the real problem; but it seems to me,
on the information which I have in my
possession, that that is the real fly in the
ointment, and that is why it has taken
well over 12 months, and going on for two
years, to make a contract for the sale of
Iron ore. In the meantime we have these
foolish statements that negotiations are
progressing smoothly; negotiations are
progressing satisfactorily: they are coming
up to everybody's expectations, except
Tonkin's: and all that sort of thing.

As a matter of fact, it is a pretty thorny
path. What steps have we had to contem-
plate here to enable the company to get
down to a price, for example? First there
was a statement by the Premier that
royalties would be reduced-that was
number one-to put the company in a

better bargaining position. So the State
was going to deprive itself of revenue,
which it had considered it ought to get, In
order to put the company into a position
to sell. That is an indirect way of Paying
a subsidy. That was the first move. What
was the next one? A Bill was introduced
to relieve the company of certain of its
obligations with regard to building rail-
'ways and establishing ports.

Mr. Court: It didn't relieve them of
anything.

Mr. novell: Of course it didn't!
Mr. Court: It is only in your mind.
Mr. TONKIN: It is not only in my

mind at all: it is actually doing it. The
Premier said the other night that they
may not have to build the same length of
railway.

Mr. Court: They have to build a more
difficult port.

Mr. TONKIN: Let us stick to the rail-
way for a minute. Is it not a fact that
the comapany may not have to build the
same length of railway?

Mr. Court: Obviously, as one place is
a shorter distance away than the other;
but it will be compensated for by a more
difficult port.

Mr. TONKIN: If they do not have to
build the same length of railway, obviously
they are relieved of that obligation. That
is number one.

Mr. Bovell: They are relieved of nothing.
Mr. TONKIN: It is of no use saying that

it is nothing. It is all a matter of arith-
metic.

Mr. Court: You have to balance one
thing against the other.

Mr. TONKIN: Wait a minute.
deal with one thing at a time.

Let us

Mr. Court: You are not allowing for the
other compensating factors. You harp on
one thing.

Mr. TONKIN: Is the Minister asserting,
for sure, that this company will build a
port which will be more expensive than
the one at flepuch Island? Is that what
the Minister is saying?

Mr. Court: I imagine-
Mr. TONKIN: Do not imagine any-

thing! Tell me straight out!
Mr. Court: I am telling you that if they

get Port Hedland up to the standard re-
quired it will be a wonderful thing for
the Pilbara.

Mr. TONKIN: That is what the Minister
says.

Mr. Court: You come out and say-you
do not want a port at Port Hedland.

Mr. TONKIN: I am not saying that at
all. I would give every assistance I could
to have a Port built at Port Hedland.
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Mr. Ravel!: You embarrass the member
for Albany: you embarrass the member
for Geraldton: and you embarrass the
member for Pilbara.

Mr. TONKIN4: It is no use the Minister
twisting the argument to suit himself.
That is an old gag of his. His first argu-
ment was that this company was not
necessarily being relieved of any obliga-
tion.

Mr. Court: Neither it is.

Mr. TONKIN: Then he talked about one
factor being a compensating factor with
another. When he was forced to admit
that the company does not have to build
the same length at railway, he then starts
to talk about a more expensive port. Now
I ask him through you, Mr. Chairman,
whether he asserts this definitely now:
That is, if the company does not
build a port at Depuch Island, will it
have to build a more expensive port some-
where else? Of course it does not! There
is no answer to the Question. So it is no
use the Minister trying to put it over that
way.

Here is the second step, then. Reduce
the royalties, and make it easier for the
company to meet its obligations under the
Act so that it will be in a Position to quote
a lower price for iron ore. We could quite
easily get down to the position where it
would be better, in the interests of Pos-
terity, to leave the ore in the ground for
the time being rather than give it away.
That is the point we have to consider. No
matter how desirable it is to open up these
deposits, and to get men working on them.
we have a duty to those who follow after
us. We should not give the iron ore away.

Mr. Bovell: You can rest assured that
any completed contract will be in the best
interests of Western Australia.

Mr. TONKIN: Unfortunately, I cannot
rest assured on the Minister's statement.

Mr. Bovell: Well, you can.

Mr. TONKIN: Not on my previous ex-
perience. The same Minister assured me
that the TA.B, was putting on the total-
isator all the money it could, and it was
not putting one-quarter of it on the total-
isator. So members can see how chary
I have to be of these assurances.

Mr. Bovell: I am giving you that assur-
ance, as a member of the Government.

Mr. TONKIN: But the Minister gave me
an assurance previously as a member of
the Government.

Mr. Bovell: And it was quite right, too.

Mr. TONKCIN: NO; it was not quite right!
It was absolute nonsense! And they are
still not putting all the money on now.

Mr. Craig: Are you talking about iron
ore or the T.A.B.?

Mr. TONKIN: If I were the Minister
for Pollee I would not buy into this argu-
ment at ali in view of the way lie is sit-
ting, because if he does not obey the law
I will ask the Governor to sack him.

Mr. Craig: It would not be the first time.

Mr. TONKIN': Yes; it would be.
Mr. Rowberry: Do you think the Gov-

ernor would?
Mr. TONKIN: He might be obliged to.

The Government cannot go on disobeying
the law. That is no laughing matter! So
the story of iron ore sales today is a pretty
sorry one, unfortunately, and I am afraid
it is because of the Mt. Newman deposit.

Mr. Bovell: That is a product of your
fertile imagination; and, my word, you
have one!

Mr. TONKIN: One has to have to re-
main in politics: that is no disparagement.

Mr. Bovell. A fertile imagination?
Mr. TONKIN: One has to have a pretty

fertile mind to keep up with events.
Mr. Bovell: I did not say you had a fer-

tile mind; I said you had a fertile
imagination. That Is a completely differ-
ent interpretation.

Mr. TONKIN: One must await the
future with this iron-ore development; but
if the Minister would be frank about this
matter he could not say otherwise than
that the situation is worrying to the Gov-
ernment. A Government which announces
more than 12 months ago that iron ore
sales are imminent, and then finds at the
end of the year that not one ounce of
iron ore has been sold, surely cannot con-
template that situation with complacency.
So it is no use saying that development is
progressing smoothly and satisfactorily,
and that contracts are about to be signed.
The contracts have to be signed in order
to demonstrate that the statements are
not Just a lot of hot air.

I know what I want to say in this Chamn-
ber on these matters without my state-
ments, first of all, being supplied to a
Minister to allow him to say what he
likes afterwards. If the Minister wants
to reply to my statements let him do so
now I am here to reply to what he says,
but I cannot when he makes a statement
in the newspaper.

MIR. MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) (11.42 P.m.]:
I must support the remarks of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition on this iron-ore
fiasco, because that is what it is fast be-
coming. For quite a long period now, every
few days we have seen statements in the
Press by the Minister for Mines, the Min-
ister for Industrial Development, and
others, on the question of Iron ore sales,
and What a magnificlent future we have.
Many representatives of the steel Industry
have visited Western Australia. They have
been wined and dined, and taken to the
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iron ore deposits so that they may examine
them, test them; and then, of course, Press
reports have been made about how im-
minent the iron ore Bales are.

These people are very astute business
men and, of course, they are not going to
pay more than they have to for a product
we have to sell. There are so many people
competing with us in the sale of iron ore
and the position Is that we have not a
seller's market, but a buyer's market. It
is only a Question of these people waiting
long enough to buy the ore at the most
favourable price to them. Of course, one
cannot blame them for that. However, I
think that all this ballyhoo that has come
forth from the Government has gone a
long way towards preventing the sale of
iron ore, at remunerative prices, to over-
seas prospective buyers. Some of this
propaganda is almost hysterical when one
takes time to study and analyse all the
statements that are made.

One wonders whether the people who
make these statements have any common-
sense because, when one has something to
sell, one does not disclose to the buyer that
one is almost desperate to sell It. We find
last year, on the 11th June, a report in
The West Australian in big headlines
which reads, "Brand: W.A. Has No Time to
Lose in Selling Ore." He made that state-
ment at a dinner given to the Japanese
steel men at the Esplanade Hotel. The din-
ner was given by Rio Tinto, Consolidated
Zinc, and Western Mining Corporation
Companies. The article continues, "The
mission consisted of four members." Then,
towards the end of the article, we find the
following-

Members of the mission represent
steel companies whose aggregate capi-
tal was E448,000,0OO.

They were very important people in the
steel industry in Japan; and we have no
less a person than the Premier himself
impressing on them how desperately we
are trying to make a sale. The very next
day we find a statement by the Minister
for Mines, the headlines of which were,
"Twelve Month Deadline for Ore Agree-
ment." The article continued as follows:-

Japanese steel mills will have to
complete negotiations for Western
Australian iron ore within the next 12
months, Mines Minister said yester-
day.

He said that had been indicated to him
by members of the Japanese steel mis-
sion. The article continued to mention the
various iron ore deposits that the mission
had inspected In Western Australia. I am
of the same opinion as the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition; namely, that the Gov-
ernment has completely compromised it-
self. It has placed a huge obstacle in the
way of those companies carrying out ex-
ploration of our Iron ore deposits; those
who are willing to operate them at consid-
erable expense; and who, naturally, are
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very keen to conclude a business-like agree-
ment with these potential Japanese buyers
of iron ore.

As I say, the Government has compro-
mised the people to whom I have referred.
by allowing Japanese interests to obtain
a contract for iron ore deposits in the
north-west of the State. I do not think
there is any doubt about that. The Gov-
ernment might deny that fact, but it
cannot get over the factual evidence avail-
able on that score. I can imagine the
feelings of these mining companies when
they find that the Government has placed
them in such a weak position, particularly
when they Come to make a contract for
the sale of their iron ore to Japan.

F'rom the inspired propaganda that has
appeared in the Press on the question of
the sale of iron ore, it is quite apparent
that the companies concerned will be in
a very awkward position; and that their
prospects for the sale of iron ore will de-
pend largely on the desire of the Japanese
mnarket to take the iron ore they have for
sale. A perusal of the propaganda that
has appeared in the Press shows that only
Japan is mentioned as a purchasing coun-
try. No other country appears to be in-
terested. Apparently they have adequate
supplies of iron ore, and are not very in-
terested in cur deposits. It is possible that
they are far removed from the point at
which the iron ore will be processed, and
that Probably accounts for their lack of
interest. Japan would appear to be the
only logical market.

There is no doubt that the wealth of
publicity given out by the Press of this
State, at the instigation of the Govern-
ment, is clearly actuated by the desire to
present this Government as a super Gov-
ernment: one which is doing things that
have never been done before in this State.
I can see that you agree with that line
of thought, Mr. Chairman; but I would
remind the House that this Government
is in a far more fortunate position than
other Governments. When there was a
Labor Government in office we had a
Commonwealth Government of the same
complexion as our present State Govern-
ment, and it set its face against any repre-
sentations that were made by us to export
iron ore from this State. We made
strenuous efforts to have the embargo on
iron ore lifted, but without success.

It must also be remembered that in those
days there was a greater possibility of dis-
posing of the iron ore at a satisfactory
price to the companies that operated the
mines, with a good return to the State in
the way of royalties. It has become in-
creasingly apparent that, if a contract is
entered into by any of these companies to
sell a quantity of iron ore, It will only be
after the State has further reduced the
obligations on those companies, and prob-
ably after a substantial reduction has been
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made in the royalties, to enable the com-
panies to make the sale of iron ore a.-
commercial proposition.

So I think a tremendous amount has
been made out of the situation by the
Government, to the detriment of the pros-
pects of selling our iron ore; and also to
the detriment of the mining companies
which are prepared to develop their iron
ore resources, and spend large sums of
money in the process. Like the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, I have no hesita-
tion in criticising the actions of the Gov-
ernment in this regard.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) [11.54 pi.m.]: The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, and the member for
Boulder-Eyre, have made a great play with
the Government's activities in relation to
the economic disposal and sale of the iron
ore deposits of Western Australia. This is
one of the biggest exercises in mining
that any Government has contemplated.
It is necessary to ensure that the whole of
the economics are reviewed from time to
time. In any big exercise a sound founda-
tion is absolutely necessary; and, further-
more, problems arise from time to time.
'We do not deny that problems have
arisen in regard to the economic disposal
of the iron ore of Western Australia. I
believe the Government is going about this
exercise in a correct manner, to ensure
that the final conclusions will be In the
best interests of Western Australia.

Vote put and passed.

Vote: State Housing Commission, £5-

MR. ROSS HIUTCHINSON (Cottesloe-
Chief Secretary) [11.56 p.m.]: I intro-
duce these estimates on behalf of my col-
league, the Minister for Housing, in an-
other place. Building operations, generally,
may be divided into two broad sections, as
follows:-

(a) Completions:
By the close of the financial year
1962-63, 2,135 units of accom-
modation were completed as com-
pared with 1,691 in the previous
year. These results were obtained
under these housing schemes--

Units
War Service .. .... 141
Commonwealth-State .. 1,104
State Housing .. .. 610
Other Departments and

Charitable Organisa-
tions .... .... .... 280

(b) Under Construction:
The incomplete housing units at
the 30th June, 1963, totalled 1,160
units, against 1,252 as at June,
1962.

Regarding progressive totals, the post-
war Completions now amount to 36,103
home units which have been erected under
the following schemnes:-

War Service ... .... .... 10,824
State Housing ... .... .... 5,451
Commonwealth-State .... .... 18,280
Government Employees .... 93
MeNess Trust .... .... .... 209
Ewinana .... .. .... ... 653
Laporte Housing .. 29
Government Departments .... 378
Charitable Organisations .... 188

Under the heading of financial aid, funds
Provided since 1944 have resulted in these
additional homes being provided as fol-
lows:-

War Service: Purchase of
completed dwellings.

State Housing Second Mort-
gages: (New houses) en-
abled occupancy of a further

Advances to Building Societies,
under the Commonwealth-
State Housing Agreement
Act, 1956-1961, helped pri-
vate citizens to erect .. 2.389

This gives a total of .... .... 12,582

In the building programme for the cur-
rent financial year, the funds allocated
for 1963-1964 will enable the State Hous-
ing Commission to complete the erection
of the 1,160 homes under construction as
at the 30th June, 1963, and commence the
erection of a further 2,280 new dwelling
units. The distribution of the building
effort has been planned according to a
schedule.

The demand for State Housing Com-
mission assistance by way of purchase and
rental homes continued at the rate of 725
applications per month. Vacancies and
reversions enabled the commission to
assist 1,509 families. Last year, 3,644
families were aided with 2,135 new dwell-
ings and 1,509 vacated rental homes.

Capital expenditure for 1962-1963
totalled £10,422,000 against £9,452,000 for
the previous 12 months.

The total expenditure under the State
Housing Act in 1963-1964 is expected to
be £3,813,000, which will be financed from
a number of sources. In addition, the
commission will borrow £900,000 by way of
subscribed loans, and the balance of the
programme will be provided with proceeds
from sales of land, principal repayments,
and the credit balance available in the
commission's account at the Treasury.

The commission completed 610 homes
during the year ended the 30th June, 1963,
and a further 181 were in varying stages
of construction. It is anticipated that
some 800 homes will be occupied during
this financial year, and there will also be
another 300 homes under construction in
June, 1984.
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The Government is continuing its Policy
of encouraging home ownership and has
allocated £200,000 by way of assistance
under the State Housing Commission's
second mortgage scheme.

The cost of land acquisition, develop-
ment, and loans to local authorities is
estimated at £335,000. An allocation of
£100,000 has been provided for the hous-
ing of Government employees in rural
towns; while special allocations have been
arranged for the provision of an additional
50 houses at Eunbury for employees of
Laporte Titanium Ltd., 40 houses at
Esperance for the Esperance Fertilisers
Ltd,, and 30 at Koolyanobbing for the
E.Hr. Co. Ltd.

Under the Commonwealth-State Hous-
ing Agreement loan funds for purchase
and rental houses, housing for personnel
of the armed forces, additions, sewerage,
etc.. and advances to building societies
amount to £3,490,000: principal repay-
ments received in advance and reserves
reinvested amount to £820,000: making
the total of capital expenditure £4,310,000.
Under the War Service Homes Act new
house building and purchase, and dis-
charge of prearranged mortgages. etc.,
amount to £3,407,000.

in regard to revenue for 1962-1963, re-
ceipts amounted to £9,730,000. Adminis-
tration costs for the year amounted to
£601,180, compared with £550,615 in 1961-
1962. or an increase of £50,565.

Touching on policies to be adopted, the
Government will continue with its policy
of encouragement of home ownership and,
at the same time where required, assisting
those applicants on low incomes by way of
erection of rental homes.

Assistance will be provided under the
State Housing Act and Commonwealth-
State Housing Agreement to purchase
group homes erected by the commission
in one of its estates, or to build to the
applicant's own design on his own, or
commission land.

The State Housing Act funds will allow
for the completion of 181 homes and the
letting of a further 900 contracts. The
scheme for the housing of Government
employees will be continued in the inter-
ests of decentralisation.

Under the Commonwealth-State Housing
Agreement of 1956-1981. buflding societies
will continue to be assisted to the extent
of £1,115,000. To date, 2,389 houses have
been erected under this scheme, of which
402 were erected in the past year.

At the end of June, 1963, 262 houses had
been completed for personnel of the armed
forces. A further 56 will be erected in
1963-1964. A total of 1.146 es-service-
men were assisted under war service home
conditions, by the completion of 141

houses, the purchase of 665 houses, and
the discharge of 340 Prearranged mort-
gages.

Maintenance of rental homes. involved an
expenditure of £315,173. During the year
1,257 homes were repaired and renovated,
and a further 1,664 vacated homes received
essential maintenance attention prior to
reoccupation by new tenants. Attention
was also given to 45,673 cases of minor re-
pairs.

For the year ended the 30th June, 1963.
a total of 857 country rental applicants
were accommodated in new and vacated
country homes. The total of country com-
mission houses is now 7,707 spread over
185 rural centres. During this present fin-
ancial year, 300 Commonwealth-State
group homes will be erected In country
centres; and of this figure, 51 will be
erected in the north-west coastal areas,
and six at Wittenoomn Gorge.

MR. D. G. MAY (Canning) [12.6 a.m.]:
I would like to take this opportunity to
bring before the notice of the Govern-
ment the situation which applies in the
Canning electorate regarding housing. Al-
though this area comprises 45,000 acres,
only 37 State Housing Commission homes
have been built since 1959-and that in the
second largest metropolitan electorate. I
do not know what the reason is, but I
know for a fact there is ample land avail-
able to the Housing Commission for the
development of residences in that area. I
have heard indirectly through shire coun-
cils that there are movements afoot for
the development of housing areas in my
territory, but I have had no direct infor-
mation from the Minister in this regard.

I have written to the Minister on sev-
eral occasions to ascertain what is going
on in the electorate of Canning in so far
as housing is concerned, but unfortunately
I have received no reply. It is interesting
to note that way back in August, 1962, I
asked a question of the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Housing concern-
ing the commission's developmental pro-
gramme at Manning-

(1) When will the proposed State
Housing Commission development
commence in the Manning area
adjacent to the Koonawarra Prim-
ary School?

(2) What number of houses is to be
built in this area?

The Minister replied as follows-
(1) The preliminary design for the

subdivision has been prepared,
and this is to be submitted for
approval. Extensive sewerage and
drainage is required, and it is esti-
mated it would be at least 12
months before development could
commence.

(2) Approximately 500.
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Some time elapsed and I asked the Minis-
ter for Works the following question:-

Having regard for the assurance
given by the present Government that
housing development will commence
in the Manning-Koonawarra area
within twelve months, will he advise
when work on the existing drainage
Problem will commence, in order to
restore this area to the standard re-
quired by the State Housing Conmmis-
sion for residential development?

The Minister replied as follows-
Commencement of this work Is

scheduled for mid-January, 1963.
There has never been a spade turned ini
this area since that time, and it does not
look as though there will be. I followed
that question up with another on the 8th
August, this year. It reads as follows:-

As the Minister for Housing has
indicated that residential development
in the Manning-Koonawarra area Is
dependent on sewerage and drainage,
will he advise when this work will be
commenced?

The answer was as follows: -
No funds are available this financial

Year. Commencement of work will
depend on its position in priority,
when considered In relation to the
needs of all parts of the metropolitan
area.

The needs of the metropolitan area are
no greater than those of the Canning
electorate, where only 37 houses have been
built during the last four to five years. It
makes me wonder whether there is a reason
behind this lack of residential development
in Canning, particularly when the land is
available.

As a matter of fact, I have had it on
good authority that the State Housing
Commission has land in Canning Vale.
Quite recently I had occasion to approach
the Minister for Education in regard to
the appointment of an additional teacher
at the Canning Vale School because we
have three classrooms, but only two are
occupied. It is a three-classroom school.
Surely there is every reason for housing
development in this area, because the
essential services are there. There is
already electricity, water, and everything
required to develop a residential area.
There is also land in Maddington.

Some time ago I asked the Minister for
Industrial D3evelopment if his department
would be Prepared to negotiate with the
Housing Commission for the purchase of
the Canning Park racecourse and the Min-
ister replied that he would be prepared
to do this. This area is adjacent to the
main Maddington. railway station on the
south-west line and also to the highway;
and it contains every facility that would
be necessary for a subdivision of this
nature. However, as I have already said,

the area is still not developed and it does
not appear as though it will be for some
time.

I indicated previously that I had written
to the Minister asking him if I could have
a Personal talk with him to find out what
was contemplated in the Canning elector-
ate in so far as housing was concerned. But
once again I have had no word from the
Minister. I realise he is quite busy at the
moment, but as some time has elapsed
since I approached him I feel he should
have given me some information.

I would ask the Premier if he would give
some consideration to this large area of
45,000 acres where only 37 houses have been
built over a period of four to five years.
Something appears to be radically wrong,
because the land is available and all of
the e-ssential services are nearby. Today
I had occasion to interview the Under-
Secretary for Water Supply in regard to
an area six miles out of Perth where people
are having showers out of a kerosene tin
hung from the top of aL tree. The kiddies
have to bath at night in water that is
black. The bore water is unsatisfactory:
and if the people wish to have water from
the shire council, they have to pay about
£2 10s. for 1,000 gallons. That is the
situation only six miles out of Perth.

Mr. Toms: It is five miles in my elector-
ate.

Mr. D. G. MAY: I have that position
in other areas as well. Another matter I
wish to refer to is the enclosing of back
veranda hs. In Manning quite a number of
families have increased in size over the
years, and their accommodation has be-
come very acute. Boys and girls about
the ages of 14 and 15 are being accom-
modated in the same room with infants.
We have the situation of the older children
who go to high school and have to do
a lot of study for their exams disturbing
the infants.

I have approached the Minister and
asked him whether if extenuating circum-
stances existed he would approve of the
back verandahs of these homes being
enclosed. However, once again the appli-
cation was declined on the ground that
permission is only granted in very special
circumstances. I offered to provide the
Minister with very acceptable circum-
stances that pertain in my area, but he
was not prepared to alter his previous
decision.

Mr. Davies: They pay extra rent, don't
they?

Mr. D. G. MAY: Yes. I had a case where
a lady waited a considerable time for a
house in Manning. Eventually she was
granted a home and she moved down the
street and placed her furniture in this new
home. She found out that it was not the
size promised by the 'Housing Commission;
and after she complained, the commission
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admitted it had made a mistake, and said
that when a suitable house could be found
it would arrange for a transfer.

In the meantime this lady came to like
the house she was in because she got to
know her neighbours and her kiddies went
to the local school, which was in close
proximity to the home. She told me she
wanted to remain and requested the Hous-
ing Commission to approve of the back
verandah being enclosed. She is a widow
with five children, so I approached the
State Housing Commission officials but was
told they would not approve. They ad-
mitted they had made the mistake in not
giving her the larger accommodation in the
first place, but would not allow her to en-
close the back verandah, at their expense.
They said that if she liked to get the work
done they would inspect it and approve it,
but she would have to pay for it. As I said
before, this was the treatment received
by this widow with five children who had
been placed in a house in error, and the
error had been admitted by the State
Housing Commission.

There are a number of cases like this in
my area. In the Canning district, in par-
ticular, these families have increased over
the years and have been put on the list
of those awaiting increased accommoda-
tion. However, even though they have been
on that list for nearly two years, not one
family has been transferred to larger pre-
mises.

Surely the answer to the problem is the
enclosure of back verandahs, particularly
in those cases where the people themselves
are quite prepared for the work to be
done. It is obvious that this would solve
quite a number of the problems. As I say,
it is not fair on the children who are
studying, and it is not lair on the small
ones who go to bed early, but are dis-
turbed by these older children studying.
Therefore 1 would ask the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Housing to
have a few words again with the Minister
for Housing to see whether something can
be done in this regard. if any further
particulars, apart from the ones already
supplied, are required, I would be only too
pleased to supply them.

I also trust the Minister will bring to
the notice of the Minister for Housing
my letter regarding the housing develop-
ment in the Canning electorate. He has
promised to look into it, but so far I have
had no reply from him. It was my inten-
tion to ask some questions in the House
regarding the matter, but I pointed out
to the minister that if he replied to me
personally I would be quite happy to ob-
tain the information that way.

Those, in the main, are the problems I
wish to bring forward. I did raise them
during the Address-in-Reply and I had
hoped that something would have been
done before this. At present I am obtain-
ing all the Information secondhand. The

three shire councils in my'electorate have
told me that housing development has
been planned in the area, but the Minister
tells me that nothing has been contemn-
plated in the near future. I asked the
Minister for Works when the drainage
scheme was to be commenced, and he said
mid-January 1963. When I questioned
huim further about it, he informed me that
the under-secretary and the chief en-
gineer had indicated that a mistake had
been made; and in view of the fact that
sewerage in the Collier pine plantation
had reached saturation point, they could
not do anything about the proposed Man-
nling residential development area.

However, it is very strange that, since
that saturation point has been reached,
a new technological college is to be built
in the plantation, 85 additional Swan Cot-
tage Homes flats are to be erected, and the
Longmore Home is in the course of con-
struction. How they will get on in the
pine plantation, I do not know. It Is
obvious to me that restrictions are being
placed on the development of housing in
the Canning electorate and I would ask
both the Premier and the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Housing to give
this matter urgent consideration.

MR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley) 112.19
am.]: At this stage I would like to make
Some brief comments on a couple of prob-
lems connected with housing in this State.
We have always had some problems since
the war, not only in Western Australia,
but in every State throughout the Com-
monwealth and, probably, in every coun-
try in the world. We have experienced
shortage of labour, shortage of material,
and shortage of finance at the right interest
rate.

The shortage of material seems to have
been overcome completely now because it
is apparent there is ample material of good
quality available throughout the State. As
far as labour is concerned, this problem
has been ironed out fairly smoothly in
most instances. However, a far greater
number of homes will have to be provided
in the next few years because of the post-
war babies who are approaching marriage-
able age.

I have been recently in contact with a
number of builders throughout the metro-
politan area and they have indicated to
me that even now there is an acute short-
age of bricklayers of the standard they
requ ire. I was speaking to one brick
manufacturer who is talking of starting
in his area a school for bricklayers to
provide a sufficient number of them to
keep up with the work available.

Mr. Davies: Is he going to form an ap-
prenticeship training school?

Mr. O'CONNOR: No. He-
Mr. Davies: Or does he intend to prodnce

added tradesmen as were in existence du.r-
ing the war?
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Mr. O'CONNOR: I have not discussed
his scheme fully with him, but he is facing
a problem in obtaining sufficient brick-
layers and he is endeavouring to get an
Organisation in his area in order to pro-
vide sufficient for the work.

Mr. Davies: He will have trouble with
what is left of the Arbitration Court if he
does.

SMr. O'CONNOR: He may be able to iron
something out there. As far as finance
is concerned, there has been an interesting
change in the trend in Western Australia
in recent months. Previously a number
of groups endeavouring to obtain finance
have had quite a considerable amount of
trouble obtaining it at the right interest
rates. But in recent months there seems
to have been much more finance available
and a number of societies which obtained
finance from the Commonwealth -State
grant some months ago are having diffi-
culty in finding sufficient applicants to get
tlheir money out.

A firm I know of recently received
£100,000 from a group in South Australia
for use in housing here, and this company
has been canvassing in the metropolitan
area all the large builders and societies
in an effort to obtain sufficient applicants
to cover the funds they have. I feel that
since the commencement of the ternmat-
Ing societies in this State in 1957, there
has been quite a considerable change i n
trend in finance, and it is interesting to
know the figure placed into this sphere
by the terminating societies operating.

On checking up recently I found that in
1957, just prior to the commencement of
the terminating societies in this State. the
complete assets of the permanent societies
were under £4,000,000, the figure being
£3,808,215- As at the 30th June this year.
the figure was £11,452,845. This is a rather
amazing increase considering that the
Permanent societies have been operating i n
this State for over 100 years and yet in
the last five or six years they have in-
creased their assets over three times.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What do you
think the reason is?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I think it is because
the terminating societies have started up
and they have increased the activities of
the other societies. On top of these figures,
since 1957 the terminating societies have
aulso contributed £3,262,931. So, between
the two, they now have in the vicinity of
£15,000,000 in actual assets in this State.
Last year the Commonwealth-State funds
provided in the vicinity of £3,400,000.
I was pleased to hear the Minister men-
tion that this would increase to £3,800,000.
That extra £400.000 will certainly be of
use to us in this State. There appears
also to have been quite a trend so far
as purchase homes are concerned. There
appear to be many more people in State
Purchase homes than there were previously.

Mr. Toms: That is the only way to get
a home.

Mr. O'CONNOR: In 1953-54 the State
Housing Commission rented in the vicinity
of 5,000 homes.

Mr. Toms: I am talking about the wait-
ing period. You might as well give it
away now.

Mr. O'CONNOR: In 1953-54 the Hous-
ing- Commission received 4,D46 applications
for rentals and only 841 for purchase
homes. In 1961-62 the figure was 4,412
for rental homes, which was slightly less
than the 1953 figure. The figure for
purchase homes was 2,289, which was
considerably more.

There are still quite a number of People
waiting for homes, as there have been
cver since the war years. But this figure
is gradually decreasing. I hope that with
the extra money coming in from the
terminating societies it will help to de-
crease the figure still further within the
next few years.

It was interesting to note that the
permanent societies last year increased
their assets in this State by over £2,500,000,
and the terminating societies by £1,500,000.
This year to date the terminating societies
have brought £160,000 worth of additional
assets into this State.

New Federal legislation should also be
of major assistance in this field. I en-
visage that quite a large number of parents
will endeavour to influence their children
to start saving at an early age so that they
can take advantage of the pound for every
£3 up to £250 maximum from the Com-
monwealth grant when it comes through.
There appears to be some misconception
on the part of some people regarding the
qualifying period for this money. I have
heard that quite a number of people who
are interested in the building game have
indicated they feel that when this legisla-
tion comes through one will have to wait
for three years to qualify for a, loan. I
have miade inquiries on this point, and it
appears the intention is that If a person
has a bona fte account for home build-
ing, and it has been operating for three
years, then they would qualify when this
legislation is proclaimed. I do not know
whether the purchase of blocks would be
included in this, because that would be
providing for home purchase.

The largest group of people who Pur-
chase homes are those under 35 years of
age-those of marriageable age. As a
matter of fact, statistics show that People
between the ages of 20 and 29 are the
largest purchasers of homes. As I Pointed
out previously, with the post-war babies
having grown to adulthood there are quite
a number of people in this age group; and
over the next few Years we should require
a good deal more finance for homes than
we have over the past years.
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There is one point that I want to bring
to the attention of the Minister. It is in
connection with the funds allocated to
the societies each year by the State Gov-
ernment. These funds are made available
some time after September of each Year.
After the Government makes its allocation
to the various societies, or to those who
have made application, It writes to those
People and asks them when they want
these moneys to become available. A
number of these groups might have several
applicants on hand ready to go ahead and
build homes almost immediately. For in-
stance, a firm or society that receives
£E80,000 might, by November, have several
applicants, which would cover £40,000 of
that amount. The society might state
that it is prepared to take the money on
the 1st November: and if it cannot fill the
balance of the applications until April or
May. it would mean that those people who
purchase in April or May would have to
make their payments back from the 1st
November when the allocation was first
made.

This causes a good deal of hardship to
some individuals, who have to find this
extra money. I would like the Minister
to give consideration to breaking down
this money into two groups, if the parties
concerned required it to be done, so that
it would be a fairer proposition to some of
the purchasers. It would also give a more
even spread to building throughout the
year instead of most of it being done in
the first six months.

The other point I wanted to bring for-
ward is that there appears to be an im-
position in section 60A regarding the
amount permitted for the building of State
Housing purchase homes. The figure has
been £3,000 for quite some time. Members
will recall that previously the amount
allowed for a War Service home was £2,750.
This was increased last year to £3,500;
and yet the amount for State Housing was
left at £3,000. I feel that the Minister
should give some consideration to raising
this amount to £3,500. A lot of people are
over-stepping this source because in many
cases the amount of £3,000 is not sufficient
to enable them to build the type of home
they require. A fairer figure would be
something in the vicinity of £3,500. 1 would
ask the Minister to give consideration to
those two points regarding housing.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Crown Law Offices, £846,959:
Electoral, £66,00-put and passed.

Vot-e: Licensing, £15,326-

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [12.35
am.]: I want to raise a query that has ap-
peared in the Auditor-General's report on
this subject. Before I deal with that query
I wish to say that the Government is
coming in for a good deal of criticism
concerning membership renewals for the

various clubs to which most members be-
long. I have recently received several
renewal notices and three clubs have put
UP their fees. Each has blamed the in-
crease in licensing fees for the sharp rise,
I notice that there was a fairly substantial
rise in fees collected shown In the Auditor-
General's report. The Increase for 1963,
as compared with 1961-62, was £162,337.
and the figure will be substantially more
this year. However, without further delay,
I will come to the point on which I rose.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Mr. DAVIES: The Auditor-General

says-
Fees not recovered at the 30th June,

1963. amounted to £36,553. of which
£36,202 related to the amending legis-
lation. Included in these outstanding
fees were amounts assessed against
certain hotels which are disputed on
legal grounds. This matter is being
investigated by the Crown Law -IDe-
partment.

The amount of £36.202 is fairly substantial,
and I am wondering whether we can be
given any information as, to why the fees
have been disputed. Is the law, which was
Passed in November last year, not suffIci-
ently binding? Are there loopholes in it,
and has any action been taken since the
30th June 1963 to recover this £36,202,
which is listed as outstanding?

MR.' COURT (Nedlands--Minister for In-
dustrial Development) [12.36 amn.]: If the
honourable member reflects on the legisla-
tion that has been dealt with this session
he will recall that it included a Bill in tro-
duced by the Premier as Treasurer, to cover
this particular position that was in dispute,
and which is resolved by the legislation
brought down.

Vote Put and Passed.
Vote: Arbitration Court, £40,042-

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [12.37
a-m.]: On the question of the Arbitration
Court, we are aware that the Estimates
were prepared before the legislation which
was passed recently in regard to increas-
ing the number of commissioners was Con-
sidered. The Estimates show an amount
of only £4,150 for a conciliation commis-
sioner. The other salaries and allowances
Pertaining to other officers, will be the
same, particularly as the two members of
the Arbitration Court are to be paid in
full for the expiration of their terms. Is
the Minister able to tell us what the In-
creased expenditure is likely to be to Cope
with the alterations to the court establish-
ment, particularly in regard to the three
commissioners who will be appointed over
and above the conciliation Commissioner
who is already there?

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Industrial Development) [12.28 a.m.l: it
Is not usual for the Estimates to be in-
troduced during a session like this before
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legislation which could affect the Estimates
is actually dealt with. There are a few
items from year to year'that fall into this
category, and there is machinery within
the Treasury for dealing with those items
as they arise. Of course, next year when
the Estimates come forward it will be re-
flected and the columns will show the vote
and the actual expendliture and the esti-
mate for the next year.

1It has now been authorised by the Par-
liament of this State that there will be
revised industrial arbitration machinery,
and that will automatically reflect itself
in next year's accounts when the new or-
ganisation is set up. It would not be
practicable or normal to provide for the
expendit'ure in these Estimates, which were
prenoared before the Bill was introduced
and passed, of what was proposed.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [12.39
a.m.]: I thank the Minister for his
small lesson, but he did not say any-
thing which I did not know. 1 asked him
whether he could give us any indication
of what the anticipated cost was likely
to be for the conciliation commissioners.

Mr. Court: No.
Mr. DAVIES: All the Minister had to do

was say "Yes" or "No," and I think this
Committee is entitled to put such questions
to the Minister. He is very touchy about
this subject, as arc all members of the
Government, but I think we are entitled
to put any questions concerning expendi-
ture which we think are relevant, and I
certainly think my question was relevant
at this time.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Lands and Surveys, £1,070,390;
Forests, £511,180; Bush Fires Board,
£29460-

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Ministsr f or
Lands, Minister for Forests, and Minister
Immigration) [12.40 a.m.): I am going to
be brief-

Members: Hear! Hear!
Mr. BOVELL: -but I want to take this

opportunity of paying a tribute to two
officers of the Lands Dapartment. of
whom one has retired and the other is
due to retire on the 22nd January next.
Mr. N. A. Young, the Assistant Under-
Secretary for Lands, after 50 years' service
in the Public Service and In the Lands
Department, has retired; and Mr. F. C.
Smith, the Under-Secretary for Lands, will
retire on the 22nd January next after 50
years in the Public Service and the Depart-
ment of Lands and Surveys. I wish to pay
a tribute to those officers, and the officers
who have supported them. I think that
after their half a century of service to
this State. it is appropriate that we should
make reference to their service to Western
Australia. and In particular to the Depart-
ment of Lands and Surveys.

The exceptionally keen demand for
Crown land has continued during the year
under review. A total of 2,661 applications
were received for 5,336,736 acres made
available for selection under conditional
purchase or lease conditions, or for town
and suburban lots, which necessitated the
convening of 59 land boards. Board sittings
for the major subdivisions were held at
Chaillinup, Denmark, Esperance, Margaret
River, Mt. Barker, Narembeen, Ongerup,
Ravensthorpe, and Salmon Gums.

In relation to the Forests Department,
an officer of that department, in the person
of Mr. George Nunn, has recently retired,
and I would like to pay a tribute to Mr.
Nunn's professional service to the Forests
Department, and the State of Western
Australia over the years that he served
with the department. Forest operations
have been maintained, and the planting
of pines, which will be necessary for any
paper pulping industry will be continued
on a basis which I hope will increase in
regard to the annual sow ings.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [12.42 a.mjl:
I want to touch on one of the Minister's
portfolios about which he did niot have
much to say. Probably there was no neces-
sity for him to say much at this juncture,
but he might have a few thoughts on it
after I read some correspondence in con-
nection with his more or less liaison
Position as Minister for Immigration. I
received a letter, and while I do not wish
to associate myself with certain xenophobic
features in it, I think it is worth record-
ing because it indicates the heartburnlngs
of some families in Australia who have
found themselves in the same sort of spot
as this family is in regard to children who
are growing up. This family lives in Wex-
comnbe; and naturally, as the family is
there, the father is employed in the rail-
ways. He wrote me the following letter
on the 7th November 1963:-

This is the story of one Robert
Dixon 19f years of age who cannot
obtain employment in W.A. so has to
return to England on the P. & 0. liner
"Iberia" on the 25th of this month.

My son Robert who entered this
world in 1944 as a Nazi buzz bomb
was going overhead, along with my
wife, and of course myself, arrived in
W.A. in July, 1952, having been in-
vited by the Australian Government
to spend our lives here. This wonder-
ful land of sunshine and good living
(we were told)!l And young Bob, as
I will call him, as eager as anyone to
become part and parcel of it. Going
to school and receiving a fairly good
education at the De La Salle College,
Midland, he emerged at 151 years of
age and wandered into this commer-
cial world of ours looking for an ap-
prenticeship at some trade, having
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come from a long line of craftsmen
and tradesmen. But no luck, the
Brand Government had just obtained
power and of course such places as
the P.W.D. and other Government in-
stitutions were whittled down so no
apprentices wanted. Midland Junc-
tion Workshops, where Robert had
high hopes seeing his old man is a
tradesman there, of getting fixed up,
but no-from an intake of 300 ap-
prentices Per year this was cut down
to an intake of 60 and even now, in
1963, the intake is only 100. But in
1961-62 Mr. Brand and Mr. Court
suddenly find out to develop the coun-
try and get away from the hayseed
stage we miust have skilled workers
so off we go to England and other
countries along with Mr. Lonnie, the
"Archbishop of Hypocrisy," to recruit
skilled labour where, no doubt, if Mr.
Court had not gone "gunning" for the
Midland Workshops, there would have
been an adequate supply. Anyhow,
young Bob obtained a Jab as a junior
worker in the blacksmiths' shop and
anyone who knows that place and its
environments should know that the

After three years of torture
for, the lad, a big mistake on my part
for keeping the lad there but in the
hopes of something better turning up.
Something did, he obtained a job as
chief mechanic, master builder and
what have you in a motor lorry yard,
a Job, strange to say, he liked very
much until the day came along when
the boss asked him how old he was.
On being told, 19 years. sorry but I1
can't pay you a 19 year olds wages
so down the road for Bob.

Three months later, after applying
for dozens of jobs and travelling to
Geraldton, Lake Grace and Donny-
brook, at no little expense, the great
£41,000,000 railway job got under way,
great expectations for Robert as being
handy with dumpers etc., that should
be the ticket. On applying for a job
on the same he was told to apply at
Midland Labour Exchange. Along
goes Robert but no vacancies. Only
Italian and what have You migrants
employed there. People who owe no
allegiance to Her Majesty, who only
come here to send money out of the
country not in as Mr. Brands wants,
so where are we.

Now young Bob reads. the papers
quite a lot and has written several
letters to the Press, and strange to say,
had them printed (a beauty will be
going in shortly) and he has added
two and two and come to the conclu-
sion that Dr. Sukarno will be in Gage
Roads in the very near future and
realises who will have to do the fight-
ing. Now he would be proud to serve
the Queen and defend W.A, but he
asks why should I fight for a load of

ex-Nazi and Fascists to make W.A.
a better place for themn to live in when
they are given the jobs-let them
fight.

The other week I got on his back
about obtaining work as long lay-offs
are no good for anyone so he told
me the astounding news be would
have a Job by Monday and he did. On
enquiring how he obtained this posi-
tion in such a record time I was told
he had given his wrong age and he
was 11 Years of age again, in other
words, £3 per week under the award
rate. Well I blushed to my very toe
nails in shame, being a strong trade
unionist. But the firm could not be
blamed and on them enquiring of the
traffic police for his record (the job
was driving) they, of course, gave his
right age and he was promptly sacked.

Now there must be dozens of young
fellows in the same boat trying to
exist, not live, on £2 7s, 6d. a week
dole-not enough to keep Sir Robert
in thistles not even in Scotland. So
now, of course, Bob is off to England
where a job awaits him and if he
comes out of work the dole is £4 per
week (£6 Australian).

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman and
members, I must inform you that if
any of you are interested in history
young Bob's great grandmother was
named Cook, born about 1840 I be-
lieve, and laid claim to her relation-
ship with the great Captain James
Cook. It would be rather ironical if
Bob, my boy, should be an off-shoot.
I wonder what James would say after
turning over in his grave-change
your name to Benito or Adolf lad
then you'll be all right in W.A.

I will not mention the n'ame of the per-
son who signed that letter. What I am
drawing the Minister's attention to is the
heart burning that is caused to the
parents of these young people. If this
State is to proceed with a decent immigra-
tion programme, somehow or other we
have to overcome the problem of finding
suitable jobs for these youths. This par-
ticular family will be torn asunder and
the separation may exist for the rest of
their lives.

I would also draw the Minister's atten-
tion to the fact that there are many of
these Youths who are unemployed, al-
though the Government does not seem to
think that such cases exist. It is by con-
stantly drawing the attention of the Gov-
ernment and the Minister for Immigration
to these facts that eventually we may have
something done to ensure that People are
kept in constant employment. Teenagers
are, no doubt, the worry of many parents
in trying to get them permanently estab-
lished in life and on the way to enjoylni
a reasonable standard of living inl tkua,
country.
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IMR. Hf. MAY (Collie) (12.51 sin.]: 1
rise merely to ask the Minister: Why is
not the salary of the Conservator of
Forests shown in the Estimates? I know
it comes under Special Acts, but it seems
to me peculiar that the salary of each
under-secretary is disclosed in the esti-
mates, but the salary of the Conservator
of Forests is not. I do not see why any
exception should be made in regard to his
salary.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Forests) [12.52 am.]: I could not tell the
member for Collie what the salary of the
Conservator of Forests is offhand. I know
that his salary comes under "Special
Acts", as do the salaries of many other
officers.

Mr. H. May: Yes: but his is the only
salary which is not disclosed in the Esti-
mates.

Mr. BOVELL: I1 could not say offhand
what his salary is.

Mr. 11. May: If I ask you a question
without notice later in the day, will You
find out what his salary is?

MR. HI. MAY (Collie) [12.53 a.m.]: As I
did not get an answer to my previous ques-
tion, I want to ask the Minister a civil
question now. If I ask him a question
without notice later in the day in regard
to what the salary of the Conservator of
Forests is, will he give me an answer?

Mr. Bovell: If I am able to ascertain
the information, I will answer the ques-
tion.

Mr. H. MAY: If he is unable to obtain
that information, will the Minister make
every endeavour to supply me with the
information at a later date?

Mr. Bovell: Yes.
Votes put and passed.

Votes: Chief Secretary, £146,025; Regi-
stry' and Friendly Societies, £45,460;
Prisons, £318,000; Observatory, £10,095;
Medical, £6,504,610; Homes, £602,340;
Public Health, £827,510; Mental Health
Services, £1,415,150; Fisheries, £119,112-

MR. ROSS HUJTCHINSON CCottesloe-
Minister for Health) [12.55 a.m.]: In
dealing with the Chief Secretary's port-
folio, I would like to point out that one
of the outstanding developments in our
prison system has taken Place with the
establishment of the Karnet rehabilitation
centre, which is not very far from Serpen-
tine. Funds have been provided in the
Estimates to Permit the operation of this
reform centre.

I am sure it will prove to be of real
practical value in the rehabilitation of
prisoners. Besides catering for ordinary
prisoners and giving them a better chance
of rehabilitating themselves, it will also
endeavour to assist committed alcoholics.

Provision is made for 60 of these prisoners
to be given a chance of some form of re-
generation. The Government wishes these
People well in their endeavour to rehabili-
tate themselves.

The Medical Department is most im-
Portant, and the hospital system of the
State is one which the Government has
attempted to upgrade quite substantially
in recent years. I think it has achieved a
good deal of success. It is expected that,
this year, hospital services will cost just less
than £7,000,000. This is a very considerable
sum of money, and I daresay it is disturb-
ing to the Treasurer; but I feel it is an
amount that is well expended.

Of course, every attempt must be made
to see that the figure does not get too far
out of hand, when compared with what is
done in other States. It is always difficult
for the hospital services to know just how
much money should be spent in saving
lives. If more money were spent, perhaps
more lives would be saved; but certainly
the advance that has taken place in recent
times has assured that human beings will
live much longer than they did in years
gone by.

Mr. J. Hegney: Is the Government tak-
ing credit for that?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Many hos-
pital Projects have been started and comn-
Pleted. I do not intend to dwell on that
aspect, except to say that anybody who
does an extensive tour of country hospitals
will realise that there has been an appre-
ciable upgrading in the standard of these
hospitals. It is quite a heartening experi-
ence to know that the country people will
have some of the comforts and conveni-
ences in hospital services that were previ-
ously only to be found in the metropolitan
area. This year will see the commence-
ment of two very large hospital projects
in the regional hospitals at Bunbury and
Geraldton. They will be multi-storey
buildings, and will provide for specialist
services.

I would not like members to feel, how-
ever, that the specialists will flock to these
regional hospitals immediately. This is
something that will have to grow and de-
velop. It is something to which doctors
and the people generally will have to be-
come accustomed in using these regional
hospitals the right way. They do, however,
form an essential part of the Government's
plan for decentralisation.

No attempt has been made in the Esti-
mates to plan for additional sums of
money so far as expenditure is concerned,
because these hospitals will only be com-
menced towards the end of this financial
year. The general section of the Swan
Hospital has been completed, and opened,
and it provides an important service for
the people of that district. This, to-
gether with Osborne Park, and the pro-
Posed new Bentley Hospital-which will
be commenced later in the financial year,
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I hope-provide a valuable series of
peripheral hospitals, providing a service
for People in the outer metropolitan area;
where general practitioners may follow
their patients into these general-practi-
tioner hospitals.

An important paraplegic block baa re-
cently been opened at the Shenton Park
annexe. This paraplegic work was
pioneered in Western Australia 10 years
ago mainly by Dr. Bedbrook, and much
good work has been done in the interven-
ing years in quarters that were really not
adequate for the services that were ren-
dered. However, good work can be done
in almost any type of accommodation, and
Western Australia did lead the field in this
regard. Many patients came from other
States of Australia, and from near Asian
countries, to receive assistance, and to be
rehabilitated, in some part at least, by
their stay in the paraplegic block. It is
'worth while seeing this new block. It will
certainly enable much better work to be
done than was previously the case.

In the dental health field, the Govern-
ment has shown particular interest in the
dental needs of the people of the outback;
and under the jurisdiction of the Perth
Dental Hospital a mobile dental service
has been commenced which covers towns
in the Murchison district. Two further
dental units have been ordered, and it
is hoped to put them into operation as
early as possible.

The Estimates do include an amount of
£:4,300 for a second aero-dental service.
The first aero-dental service is doing valu-
able work in assisting people in the station
country: and the second aero-dental ser-
vice is an outstanding example of what
can be done to assist people in faraway
places,

Mr. J. Hegney: Would it extend as far
as the northi-west?

Mr. RAOSS HUTCHINSON: It will ex-
tend as far as the eastern goldfields,
There is no aero-dental service in the
north-west and the Kimberleys, but we
have stationed dentists in the Kimberleys
and north-west who were not there pre-
viously. This service is very much appre-
ciated by the people in that area. The
member for Kimberley has asked for a
second dentist for that area, and I hope
it will not be long before we will be able
to do just that in covering this enormous
area.

in regard to the Public Health Depart-
ment, all I need to say is that the care
and treatment of the aged, and the de-
mands which the aged make on hospital
accommodation and homes, is a growing
problem in this State, as it is throughout
those countries of the world where there
are reasonable standards of living. Medi-
cal science and new drugs have un-
doubtedly increased the life expectancy
of the population, and as a consequence

of this the department is very greatly
concerned in its endeavour to provide a
geriatric service. This poses a great
number of problems, but I feel sure much
will be done to assist in keeping the aged
in the community living in the comn-
]nunity structure, as long as possible. I
hope that very shortly an important ap-
pointment will be made to a senior post
of director of geriatrics,

In regard to mental health, a start has
been made on preliminary work to con-
struct a new mental deficiency hospital at
Guildford. This hospital Will serve the
purpose of removing mentally deficient
children from the Claremont Mental Hos-
pital, and housing them in cottage-type
units where there will be all kinds of
occupations for them to tackle. There
will be a school, a sheltered workshop, and
that type of thing.

Mr. D. G. May: What is the reason for
transferring a patient from the Claremont
Mental Hospital to the Mt. Henry Home?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: I am not
talking about that at the moment. How-
ever, it has been found that in the mental
hospital there are a number of inmates of
both sexes who are of the confused and
senile type, and who need not necessarily at
this stage of our understanding of mental
health be accommodated in a mental
hospital. Instead they can be accommo-
dated in an aged Persons' home. So it
was that into the electorate of the Min-
ister for Industrial Development we have
taken certain male cases from the Clare-
mont Mental Hospital and accommodated
them in Sunset Home.

Mr. Brady:. Does it not have a depres-
sing effect on the inmates in the home?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister
for Industrial Development, and other
people obviously feel that will be the case;
perhaps the honourable member is also
of that opinion. The problem of mental
health is assisted very much indeed by
community and public understanding.
Very frequently public understanding as-
sists senile people by restoring many of
their faculties. This happens with a
greater and wider understanding of mental
health, and the problems of the aged. The
practice that is being followed is consid-
ered to be the modern approach to these
questions.

The new hospital I was referring to will
be built on the old Lcckridge estate in
Guildford, and will have a rather com-
manding view of the Darling Ranges.

Another major project in the mental
health service field will be the day-hospi-
tal to be constructed at Shenton Park be-
tween the ,Lemnos Soldiers' Mental Hos-
pital and the Royal Perth Hospital
Annexe. The present day-hospitaI at
Oraylands will be used, more or less, as
a reception centre somewhat in the same
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way as Heatheote is now used. The Esti-
mates make provision for expenditure con-
cerned with the opening of a new laundry
at the Claremont Mental Hospital. and
also Provide for the increasing require-
ments concerned with outpatient clinics.

I would now like to mention a few points
concerning the fisheries vote. Provision
has been made this year for the appoint-
ment of five additional inspectors to super-
vise the operations of fishermen, organi-
sations, and factories engaged In the cray-
fishing industry. During the coming cray-
fishing season, inspectors will be perma-
nently stationed at Lancelin. Jurlen Bay,
and Dongars.

In addition, a mobile patrol unit will
police all crayfishing beaches along the
west coast. This unit will not work to any
fixed plan, but will make dives into vari-
ous parts of the coast, as and when it
considers desirable.

Mr. Fletcher; Will it be land borne?)
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It might be

in any form. We will not let it be known
what type of unit the patrol will travel in.
The research vessel Lancelin is engaged in
crayfish investigational research work off
the west coast. The research vessel Perora
is carrying out prawn exploration work and
fish population studies. Three of the
patrol vessels are engaged in supervising
restrictions imposed for the conservation
of the crayfish fisheries. Provision has
been made for the replacement of one
patrol vessel this year.

The number of fishing boats engaged in
the industry has increased over the years
up to 1962. As at March of this year, the
number of boats will remain fairly static,
although I assume that the quality of the
boats will improve and they will be better
fitted to carry out their duties.

The number of fishermen has also in-
creased over the last three years, whilst
the value of the boats and gear has in-
creased very appreciably. The export of
crayfish tails and whole crayfish has simi-
larly increased over the past three years,
although the value of the catch last year
was down by approximately 1,000.000 dol-
lars, compared with the value of the pre-
vious year's catch. This was due to a
recession in the prices offering in the
U.S.A. markets.

The outlook of the whaling industry is
rather depressing. This is due in no small
part to the fact that humpback whales
have been so scarce that in July, 1963, the
International Whaling Commission passed
a resolution prohibiting the taking of
humpbacks anywhere in the southern
hemisphere. This severe reduction In the
number of humpback whales which might
range along our coastline has been occa-
sioned principally by certain nhations tak-
ing far in excess of their quota of whales
in zones four and five in the Antarctic
waters.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do they take any other
types?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The whales
most likely to be caught are sperm
whales. Admittedly the habit of the
sperm whale are very different from those
of the hump backs. They follow the contin-
ental shelf. I do not know the exact dist-
ance, but it is on an average of something
like 150 miles from Carnarvont. Nor'-West
Whaling never really fished for sperm
whales. They only took one when It caie
along. There are certain points in the
ocean where these whales appear to con-
gregate.

Mr. J. Hegney: They have meetings?

Mr. ROSS HUITCHINSON: Yes, they
do; and as far as I know there is only
one of these places known to Nor'-West
Whaling. it takes some research and
Organisation to find these places. An
amount of £24,000 has been allocated by
the Comunonwealth Government to be
spread over two years for research work
into the habits of sperm whales and some
interesting information has been forth-
coming. However, it is not sufficient to
enable Nor'-West Whaling to continue its
operations at Carnarvon. That is most
unfortunate indeed.

The company operating at Albany has
had quite a deal of experience in sperm
whales over the past few years; and this
firm, whilst having had a pretty rough time
some years back, is now enjoying reason-
able prosperity because of the experience
it has gained and because the sperm whales
can be taken much closer to the shore there
than at Carnarvon. Sperm whales have
been known to approach the shore on
the west coast quite close to Fremantle.

The department is engaged in crayfish
and prawn research. The crayfishing in-
dustry is well established and research is
aimed at gaining information on growth,
natural mortality, and fishing mortality.
Work on the effectiveness of escape gaps
in crayfish pots Is also continuing; and
perhaps some decision will be made on
escape gaps in readiness for the next cray-
fishing season.

The prawning industry is still in its In-
fancy and exploration work is required to
locate the limits of the population in the
Shark Bay-Carnarvon area. Studies on
the abundance of prawns on the known
grounds in Shark Bay will be instituted to
allow comparisons to be made in future
years when the industry has become well
established. I would like to say this: So
far as the prawning industry is concerned
we have had to take certain restrictive
steps, which means that some people be-
come very dissatisfied. This is usually the
position when controls have to be applied.
It is impossible to satisfy everybody. From
time to time members approach me to see
whether this person or that person can
have a license. I think I am as sympa-
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thetic as I can possibly be, but it is impos-
sible to be completely sympathetic and
hold controls at the same time.

The same thing applies to the crayfishing
industry. At the present time we have
certain restrictions that have to be applied
whether we like it or not: and because
of those restrictions some people feel they
are being harshly treated. I know these
controls are regrettable, but the steps are
only taken in the interests of the fisher-
men themselves and for the conservation
of the industry.

Mr% Norton: Regulations are of no use
unless they are policed properly.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: In order to
be effective, regulations should be policed
effectively.

Mr. Norton: You will have to get more
Inspectors and boats.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I have
managed to get another five inspectors;
and I have told the honourable member
what is happening in regard to vessels.
We are straining every resource to do the
best we can. The Western Fisheries Re-
search Committee, which was initiated
some four years ago, at a recent meeting
recommended that the existing research
Programme be continued, particularly in
relation to the crayfish, prawn, and salmon
fisheries.

MR. RHATIGAN (Kimberley) [1.20
am.]: I do not wish to delay the House
very long at this early hour of the morn-
ing, but I would like to thank the Min-
ister for providing an extra dentist at
Wyndham. He is only there temporarily.
and I would like to see a second dentist
stationed up there if it is at all possible.
As I have said before, it is difficult for
one dentist to do the job. I have had
practical experience in the north regard-
ing the extraction of teeth; and I would
like every effort to be made to see that
another dentist is stationed up there.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: 1 said I would
do what I could.

Mr. R1HATIGAN: I would like to con-
gratulate Mr. Devereux and Dr. Rowe on
the marvellous job they have done in the
Health Department and in the north.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What about the
Government?

Mr. RHATIGAN: I do inot congratulate
the Government in any shape or form.
In fact, I apologised for your not being
present at the opening of the nurses'
quarters at Derby. A plaque was put up
to the effect that the nurses' quarters
were opened by Ross Hutchinson! It is
unfortunate the Minister was not there!

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The plaque has
been taken down.

Mr. RHATIGAN: It was taken down
while we were there, and Arthur Nicholls's
name was put up. I am only the local
member and I did not expect my name

to be on the plaque. The president of the
shire council is the proprietor of the hotel,
and I have no objection to that. I moved
a vote of thanks and apologised for the
Minister. I did not say he was absent on
the grounds of ill-health; I said it was
because of over-work.

What I am getting at is this: These
fabulous nurses' quarters have been built
and the nurses certainly deserve this type
of quarters. They are air-conditioned, but
there is no electric Power. Therefore I
would like the Minister and the Govern-
ment to do something about it. Is it the
intention of the Minister to install an
auxiliary plant? I asked the Minister
for the North-West a question, but the
answer was not satisfactory. There was
no point in providing air conditioning
seeing there is no power to run it. It is
hard enough to get nurses to go to the
north without inflicting this sort of misery
upon them.

The Daily News said that the hospital
was designed for air conditioning and that
the nurses were reported to be suffering
from hardship in a building that cost
£1,000,000. r think the cost was a long
way mn excess of that. What is the use
of providing a building like that if the
air conditioning does not work? Will the
Minister take steps as soon as possible to
see that the position is rectified?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Not £1,000,000.
Mr. RHAflCIAN: I think it is £120,000.

The furniture in that building could have
been built in for that price instead of
bringing up hospital-type furniture. I
think there is some skulduggery going on.
Anyhow, my main argument at present at
this early hour of the morning is that
the Government should do something
about the electricity in Derby. if it
does not do so, the Health Department
should install an auxiliary plant to Oro-
vide the air-conditioning for the nurses.
otherwise the unlit will be a waste of
money. I do not know whether I have
to approach Sir Harry Howard to turn
the lights on in Derby. Have I to do that?
What is wrong with this Government? It
is all very well for the Minister for the
North-West to say it is a domestic argu-
ment!

Mr. Rowberry: What is wrong with the
Government!

Mr. RHATIGAN: Why does it not take
some action? The State houses have not
been supplied with light. The Minister
for Works is not interested except in
Kununurra, the Kununurra Club, and his
V.I.P. house in Wyndham! But surely to
goodness he has a conscience in him!

Mr. Rowberry: Has iu±?
Mr. RHATIGAN: The Minister must do

something about providing electricity for
Derby or, as a last resort, I will have to
get the Premier's permission to approach
Sir Harry to turn the lights On in Derby.
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MR. OLDFIELD (Maylands) [1.27 a.m.]:
At this stage I would like the Minister for
Health-

Mr. Hawke: To report progress!

Mr. OLDFIELD: That would not be a
bad idea, either. I would like him to
give consideration to tackling the mos-
quito nuisance in the same manner as the
Argentine ant problem was tackled a few
years ago.

The member for Beeloo, when speaking
on the Agricultural Estimates, said that
he felt it was time the Government of the
day, whatever its political colour, tackled
the problem of fruit fly in this manner. It
is quite obvious from the complaints from
all quarters of the metropolitan area that
the mosquito menace is becoming greatly
aggravated compared with what it used to
be like.

Mr. Hawke: Hear, hear!
Mr. OLOFIELD: There was a time when,

although we knew we had to put up with
the mosquitoes in the summertime, when
the winter arrived we were free of them.
However, for at least the last two winters,
and possibly three, they have been just
as bad as they are in the summer. In the
last two summers, they have been
far more vicious than we have been
accustomed to having them.

I think that members whose electorates
border the Swan River east of the Cause-
way possibly get more complaints than
those in other parts of the metropolitan
area. The reason for this is that east of the
Causeway there has been no reclamation
work, and no drainage of the swamps or
flood areas in the upper reaches of the
river.

According to an article which appeared
in the paper the other day, it would cost
£4,000,000 to embark on a grandiose
scheme to completely eradicate breeding
areas. However, in the meantime, as has
been suggested, the mosquitoes can be
controlled to a certain extent by the gain-
busia fish which eats the larvae of the
mosquito. Being one who comes from an
electorate which is suffering from the mos-
quito menace in plague proportions and
who is not relishing the coming summer, I
have made quite a study of this; and it is
apparent that despite the fact that the
known breeding areas are being treated,
the mosquitoes are continuing to multiply;
and, in my opinion, this is because of our
present health regulations regarding septic
tanks and soak wells.

Mosquitoes are being found four and
five miles away from swamp areas and
those other places which are regarded as
the customary breeding places for the
mosquitoes. As we know that mosquitoes
do not fly more than a mile away from
water, it is obvious that they must be
breeding in some place which is not re-
cognised at a breeding ground. These days
no earth closets are allowed; and if a home

is being built in an area which is not con-
nected to the deep sewerage scheme, It
must be provided with a septic tank and
the normal dry well used for the disposal
of waste from the bath, kitchen sink, etc.,
as well as for the disposal of the fluid from
the septic tank.

Our laws provide that the air vents from
these tanks shall be protected by wire
gauze to ensure that they are mosquito
proof. Unfortunately, however, not even
copper gauze lasts very long and, as mostly
ordinary galvanised wire screening is used
this does not last any time at all before
it begins to rust. Another important
point is that in most of these areas are
families with children of pre-school age,
and i have yet to meet the pre-school age
child who does not at some time poke a
stick through the grating and the screen
protecting the vent, thus giving the mos-
quitoes easy access.

I have received many complaints about
mosquitoes; and, upon visiting the house
concerned, have taken the owner to his
backyard and shown him the gauze wire
which invariably has been destroyed by
the children. I have even shown these
people the mosquitoes entering and leav-
ing the wells in which they are no doubt
carrying on quite a breeding programme.
These people are forced to realise that
they themselves are breeding the mos-
quitoes which are causing them so much
trouble, and that the same process is going
on in the house next door, and so on, down
the street.

r feel it is time the departments con-
cerned co-operated with the local author-
ities and realised that all the money spent
in fogging along the river foreshores and
all the other measures taken in an effort
to eradicate this pest, will be of no avail
until each and every householder is made
to eradicate the potential breeding ground
in his own backyard. I am going to
suggest to the Minister that he have a
close look at the matter with a view to a
team being employed by the local authori-
ties or the department, the finance for
which would be made available in the
same manner as in the Argentine ant
campaign. Septic tanks should be in-
spected in all areas to ensure that they are
protected by gauze.

Mr. Jamieson: How do you put gauze on
the vent pipes though?

Mr. OLDFIELD: I am talking of the
actual ventilator from the tank.

Mr. Jamieson: They come down the
vent pipe.

Mr. OLDFIELD: The technical part of
it, from that angle, can be left to the
experts to study. I am not a plumber. I
do not know whether the mosquitoes can
get access to the tank through the vent
pipe but I do know they can go through
the ventilator.
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I understand there are quite a lot of
products on the market. Some are very
efficient. Some are put out by oil compan-
ies. In the old days we poured kerosene
into the water butt under the downPlpes.
at the corners of one's house; and it des-
troyed the larvae in its early stages.

I believe the Murray Shire Council spent
a lot of money, a couple of seasons ago,
in fogging the foreshore in an effort to
eradicate the menace. But it found that
it was still getting complaints. Eventually
it decided to use one of these new prepara-
tions put. out by the oil companies. It
had a kerosene base but it did not leave
,any taint in the water. It treated all the
water tanks in the Yunderup-Furnissdale
areas, and no further complaints about
mosquitoes were received.

Mr. Rowberry: What about the mosqui-
toes In this Chamber?

Mr. OWDFIEL.D: They are everywhere
in the metropolitan area. If the member
for Warren wants to see what mosquitoes
are really like he should play bowls in
Maylands on a summer evening. Bays-
water has more mosquitoes than Maylands.
and Belmont even has a lot more.

The Canning Shire Council has been
aware of this problem. It has gone so
far as to use aircraft for spraying. But
all these measures will not do the job if
the mosquitoes are breeding in septic tanks
in backyards. They do not even have to
get tired travelling to bite the inhabitants.

Whether the answer is to make sure
that the inlet and outlet pipes, and other
points of the ventilation system, are made
mosquito-proof, or whether the water in
the tanks should be treated with chemicals
or the by-products of oil companies, I
do not know: but the experts could work
that one out. Whatever decision is arrived
at, a team of men should be employed on
the same basis that we tackled the Argen-
tine ant menace. They might be able to
recommend what should be done in this
case.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I have made a
note of it. I will put it up to the Com-
mittee.

Mr. Cornell: Try pouring DDT down
the hole!

Mr. OL-DFIELD: only the member for
Mt. Marshall would think of saying a
thing like that at this time of the morn-
ing.

Mr. Rowberry: What about sterilising
the male!

Mr. OLDFIELD: Now all the funny men
are coming in. This mosquito menace is
not something to laugh at. In these days
of fast-flying aircraft we are only a mat-
ter of two or three hours from the malaria-
ridden areas to the north of us; and it
would not be long before we could have

a bout of malaria throughout the metro-
politan area and, indeed, throughout
Australia.

A member: Fumigate the aeroplanes.
Mr. OLDFIELD: They do fumigate

aeroplanes. We spray our bedrooms, but
it does not kill every mosquito. There is
always one survivor.

Several members interjected.

Mr. OLDFIELD: All these comics might
well laugh if ever malaria reaches Perth
and they are the victims of this dreaded
disease. It is a very nasty disease. It is
not altogether fatal, but it would keep
the member for Warren in his bed for
a fortnight or so. I would remind the
member for Warren that millions oif men
were laid low during the war because of
malaria, and I would remind him of the
cost to the war effort. I would also remind
the Committee what It would cost to
eradicate malaria, and the sickness, if it
should get into this State.

Several members interjected.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
Order. We will not have any More inter-
jections, The honourable member may
proceed.

Mr. OLDFIELD: It is said that the
anopheles mosquito will not live here and
that the local breed is not a malaria car-
rier. But that is unknown or unproven.
There are areas in the world where malaria
was unknown before the advent of aircraft.
The member for Wembley will agree with
me on that score. I hope it will not come to
the metropolitan area. I do not think
it will reach that stage. But in the mean-
time people are suffering a lot of incon-
venience and a lot of worry as a result
of this nuisance.

in conclusion I would like to say that
I am most disappointed that insufficient
money is being made available for neces-
sary research into the fishing industry.
The industry, apart frorn its economic
value to the country, is one which should
be fostered and more-or-less farmed. The
time is approaching when the oceans of
the world will have to be farmed in order
to feed the expanding world population.
So far as Western Australia is concerned,
from a short-term outlook, the waters
around our coastline could become a gold-
mine; they could provide us with a rich
harvest. There is an abundance of marine
life which could be exploited on the mar-
kets of the world.

I refer to the tuna fishing industry. A
lot of assistance could be given to those
people experimenting in catching tuna. I
have read where the Japanese are coming
down to within 100 miles of our coast,
and they are enjoying a profitable harvest
from tuna fishing. Furthermore, along
our coastline, down south and up north,
there is a type of crayfish known as the
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painted cray. I am given to understand
that all shellfish are basically vegetarian;
but some, like the white and red crays,
will tackle meat. We are therefore able
to place a bait in the pots to trap themn.
I understand that in Aden-Who is making
this speech, the member for Belmont or
I?

Mr, 3. Regney: I am minding my own
business, and the honourable, member can
do likewise.

Several members interjected.
Mr. OLDFlELD: I understand there is

a crayfish along our coast that is greater
in weight than the red or white crayfish.
it is known as the painted crayfish.
Fishermen are unable to entice it into a
pot. It is not carnivorous at any time and
is always vegetarian. In the waters of
Aden some success has been achieved in
trapping a type of crayfish similar to the
Painted cray. A pot has been developed
in which the crayfish can be trapped quite
profitably. The word "painted" crayfish
is used in the industry because there Is
a tendency for it to be a green colour.
as compared with the red or white crays.

.Mr. Ross Hutchinson: They have ex-
perimented with the pots, but they have
not been successful.

Mr. OLDF'IELD: They have been suc-
cessful in Aden, and I think they could
be successful here.

Several members interjected.
Mr. OLDFrIELD: We are getting all the

comics coming in; all the funny men. One
would think it was Wirtha' circus. It is
difficult to keep to the item when you are
allowing this funny business to go on, Mr.
Chairman, and not calling the members to
order.

Mr. Hawke: H-ave they tried every type
of pot?

Several members interjected.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):-

order!
Mr. OLDFIELD: If you cannot keep the

Committee in order, Mr. Chairman, there
is no further point in my pursuing the
debate; therefore I will sit down.

MR. MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) rl.45 a.m.]:
Mr. Chairman-

Mr. Oldfield: Am I1 allowed to interject
now, Mr. Chairman?

Mr. MOIR: -1 would like the Minister
to let me know whether it has been de-
cided, in the allocation of funds for this
year, to build the extensions at the Es-
perance Hospital? The Minister may
recall I communicated with him before on
this question and he told me it depended
on the allocation of funds. As the allo-
cation must have been made by now, I
would like to know whether it includes
extensions to the Esperance Hospital?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I am not-too sure
about that. I will check and find out for
the honourable member.

Mr. MOIR: I do not want the Minister
to be influenced by what I am going to say
next. On quite a few occasions in this
Chamber I have had reason to criticise
Ministers, and in some oases departments,
but in this instance I want to place on
record my appreciation of the Minister
and his department for making available
to a young mother, who lives in a faraway
portion of may electorate, facilities to en-
able her to bring her baby by air to Perth
to receive treatment at the Princess Mar-
garet Hospital.

The child had a hole-in-the-heart con-
dition, and the department has already
brought the mother and child to Perth
by air and flown them back to their home
town. That was done earlier this year
and the child received treatment. Just
recently, when another request was made
-a request that the department knew on
the occasion of the first trip would be
made later-the department again agreed
to bring the mother and baby to the
metropolitan area by air for the child's
treatment. It is necessary to travel by air
because the child is upset by other means
of travel, such as rail and road. I wish
to commend the department for the very
humanitarian attitude it has adopted in
this case.

It is also pleasing to note that a child
suffering from this condition can be
treated successfully in Perth when we
consider that a few years ago we were
raising large sums of money to send child-
ren as far overseas as America to have
the necessary treatment and operations,
and not always were they successful. How-
ever, I understand there has been a great
deal of success with this type of operation
in our own city of Perth, and it is gratify-
Ing to know that we have such skilled
doctors here.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) rl.49
a.m.): I merely want to ask the Minister
what has happened to the proposed legisla-
tion to control the sale of tranquilliser
drugs? To my knowledge this question
has been under discussion in this Chamber
for several years: and last year, in reply
to a question asked, the Minister said that
this matter had Its problems. However,
we gained heart at the opening of Parlia-
ment this year when the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor said-

Legislation to be introduced during
this Session will include a Bill to con-
trol the sale of poisons, in conformity
wvith action taken in other States, and
to control the distribution of new
drugs.

I do not know whether tranquillisers were
supposed to be included in that proposi-
tion, but in the Weekend News of the 31st
August. 1963. there Is an article headed,
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"Something is Being Done About Pills";
and, alongside of a photograph of the
Minister for Health, appears the article,
the first paragraph of which reads-

Indiscriminate sales of drugs like
Relaxa-Tabs would be more easily
checked under legislation at present
being drafted for the State Govern-
ment.

Since then there have been several tragic
cases reported in the local and Eastern
States Papers, and I know of one member
in the Chamber who has had personal ex-
perience of the bad effects of these relaxa
drugs on a friend of his. I ask the Min-
ister what has happened to the legislation?
Is It another case like the iron ore busi-
ness, or can we expect something concrete?

Mr. Rowberry: You can't eat Iron ore.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe-
Minister for Health) (1.51 am.]: I have
taken a note of what members have asked
me, and I will do what I can to find out
the answers to their questions. As regards
the question asked by the member for Vic-
toria Park as to why legislation was not
introduced, I am afraid it was just one of
those things. Every endeavour to bring
down new legislation covering drugs-

Mr. Bickerton: I suppose the arbitra-
tion Bill kept it out of the House.

Mr'. ROSS HUTCHINSON: -of which
tranquilliser drugs are only a small section,
was made. There is no special legislation
being drawn up to control the sale of tran-
quilliser drugs-let me tell the honourable
member that right now-

Mr. Davies: I appreciate that; but the
Minister indicated that something would
be done about it.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is so,
and I regret very much I was not able
to get the legislation in a form to present
it to Cabinet. Although I had Cabinet
approval regarding the general form and
principles involved, I was still not able to
have the final draft legislation prepared
In time for Presentation to Parliament.

Mr. navies: Can we expect it next year?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I certainly

hope that it will be introduced next
session.

Votes put and passed.

Votes: Local Government, £52,623;
Town Planing, £63,212; Child Welfare
and Outdoor Relief, £806,360--put and
passed.

Vote: Police, £2,152,402-
MR. CRAIG (Toodyay-Minister for

Police) [1.55 am.l: I did have some notes
on these Estimates which, naturally, were
Prepared for me by the Police Department.
They were rather modest, I feel, because
no mention was made of their efforts in

the last 12 months in regard to their pro-
tection of the public. I have in mind,
particularly-and so has every member of
this House, I feel sure; and also the public
generally-the terrible time we went
through over the past few months.

Therefore I have risen only to record,
on behalf of everyone, our appreciation
to every member of the Police Force for
the wonderful job they did during that
period. I will leave it at that. I could
be a little provocative, perhaps, if I said
any more, but I do express my sincere
appreciation to the commissioner and
every member of his staff for the task
that they so readily and efficiently
perf ormed.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) 11.57 am.]:
I would like to be in accord with the latter
remarks expressed by the Minister for
Police despite the fact that he and I and
several others were alleged to be setting a
bad example at the top. I think It was
subsequently proved that we were not set-
ting a bad example. Each and every one
of us was anxious to do our bit towards
bringing sanity back to our community,
which had been thrown into turmoil, more
or less, over the events that had occurred.

However, that is not the main reason
why I rose to speak. I wanted to refer to
a matter which I raised sonmc time ago.
and I would be remiss if I did not refer
to it at this stage. The Minister has
under his jurisdiction the Metropolitan
(Perth) Passenger Transport Trust, and
on occasions I have complained about the
regulations of the trust being breached
by political candidates. One candidate
has been named in particular, and I will
name him again for the sake of the record.
because it will be obvious to everyone that
this offence is still being committed. That
political candidate is Mr. Richard Cleaver
who is the Commonwealth member for
Swan. He has taken unfair advantage of
the regulations. They specify very clearly
that-

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Order! I must point out to the honourable
member that there is not any item or
division to cover this matter.

Mr. JAMIESON: But is this not general
discussion on the Minister's Police Estim-
ates?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
If it covers only police the honourable
member's remarks should have been made
on the genera! debate on the Estimates.

Mr. JAMvIESON: Very wvell. I will raise
the matter again under another vote.

MR. D. G. MAY (Canning) [1.58 am.]: I
would like to ask the Minister a Question,
if he does not mind. He will realise, I am
sure, the considerable strain to which the
elderly couple were subjected, alter they
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had discovered in Mt. Pleasant the rifle
which had been used in recent murders.
I was wondering whether any compensa-
tion had been paid to this elderly couple.

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay-Minister for
Police) [1.59 a.mil: We were not in a posi-
tion even to consider the payment of com-
pensation to this elderly couple, because no
charge had been proved at the time, and
I am not in a position to say anything at
present, other than that we were indeed
grateful for the help this elderly couple
rendered to the police. What is more. I
feel quite sure that the public generally is
very grateful to them for their efforts and
co-operation.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [2 am.]: Has the
Minister issued any statement to the Press
in regard to the site on which the new
police station and gaol will be built in
Midland Junction, and that this work will
commence in the near future'?-beeause a
report appeared in The West Australian
that that is the position. I want to know
why 1, the member for the district, was
not notified of this before a report was
made in the Press.

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay-Minister for
Police) (2.1 a.mil: The honourable mem-
ber, like myself, knows that a new station
is planned for Midland Junction. I am
not aware of the Press report of its con-
struction which appeared in yesterday
morning's paper, so I am not in a posi-
tion to answer the honourable member's
question.

Mr. Brady: There was one statement
made by the department and one by the
inspector.

Mr. CRAIG: I know that inspectors in
the past have issued Press statements
which possibly could, and in one instance
did, conflict with other opinions.
Definite instructions have been issued to
the district inspectors of police that they
are not to issue such statements to the
Press without the approval of the commis-
sioner or myself.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: State Abattoirs and Saleyards,

£181,000--put and Passed.

Vote: Railways, £17,428,000--
MR. .JAMIESON (Heeloo) [2.2 am.]: In

view of the fact that I did not have very
much success on the previous vote, when
I rose to my feet, I will certainly make
an attempt to have some success in speak-
ing to this Railways Vote. Like the Metro-
politan (Perth) Passenger Transport Trust,
the Railways Department does have a regu-
lation prohibiting political propaganda on
its property. All political parties are aware
of the railways regulation which prohibits
this. During the last Commonwealth elec-
tion, the Commonwealth member for Swan

distributed political propaganda on various
stations, including Rivervale, Victoria Park.
and others, thus taking unfair advantage
of other candidates by breaching this
regulation.

If the Minister is not prepared to en-
sure that his commissioner carries out this
regulation to the letter, he should let all
political parties know that the regulation
no longer needs to be observed. I com-
plained about this before the last Com-
monwealth election because during the last
State election I made a request to the
Railways Department to be permitted to
do the same thing because my opponent
was doing it, but I was refused.

If the Minister is going to let one par-
ticular chosen candidate get away with a
practice such as that, it is a shocking state
of affairs, because that candidate is break-
ing the law and the by-laws of the Rail-
ways Department which he knows exist.
It should not be tolerated. It would be
different if he were unaware of such regu-
lation, but all political parties have been
warned about this sort of thing. It is all
very well for one to be a political associate
of the Minister for Railways, but the
Commonwealth member for Swan should
not be entitled to get away with breaching
the regulation, unless the Minister is pre-
pared to issue a direction to the commis-
sioner that the by-law should be altered.

I have complained about this matter be-
fore in this Chamber, and I think it is
most unfair that any man is allowed to
defy the powers that be. The Common-
wealth member for Swan is the only one
who breaks the regulation, and some action
should be taken to ensure that, in regard
to observing this by-law, every political
candidate is placed on an even footing.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Railways) [2.5 am.]: I want to assure the
honourable member that I will give in-
structions for this to be enforced, because
it is the commissioner's desire, and my
own, that it be enforced, for the very good
reason that it is a great annoyance to
patrons of the railway system. We had
trouble with some Communist literature on
Perth station on one occasion, which
caused great embarrassment to the staff
and to the patrons.

Mr. Jlamieson: It's a bit late now.
Mr. COURT: I did not know it had been

breached during the recent elections. Had
the honourable member told me, I would
have had instructions issued as I did pre-
viously, during a State election.

Vote Put and Passed.

Vote: Country Water Supplies, Sewer-
age, Drainage and Irrigation, £2,105,950-

MR. CORNELL (Mt. Marshall) [2.6
am.]: Could the Minister inform us whe-
ther he has any up-to-date information
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as to what progress the Commonwealth
has made in the comprehensive water sup-
ply scheme?

MR. WILD (Dale-Minister for Water
Supplies) [2.7 a.m.]: Inspectors have been
over here for about six weeks. They have
been moving around the Wagin district,
and I had reports back only the day
before yesterday from the shire council-
and I have also had ward from the Deputy
Premier-that they had a very good recep-
tion there. The farmers have been unani-
mous in their request for some assistance.
The inspectors still have some work to do.
but at least we do know they are on the
job.

Vote put and Passed.

Votes: Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage, and Drainage Department,
21,478,000; State Batteries, £210,400-put
and Passed.

This concluded the Estimates of Rev-
enue and Expenditure for the year.

Report
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.
In Committee of Ways and Means

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
[2.8 am.]: I move-

That towards making goad the supply
granted to Her Majesty for the services
of the year ending the 30th June. 1964,
a sum not exceeding £64,874,250 be
granted from the Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund.

Question Put and passed.

Report
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1963-1964

Tabling of Estimates

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
[2.9 a.m.]: I present a copy of the State
Trading Concerns Estimates for the Year
ending the 30th June. 1964. and move-

That this paper be laid on the Table
of the House.

Question put and passed.

In Committee

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the State Trading Concerns for the
year ending the 30th June, 1964, now con-
sidered, the Chairman of Committees (Mr.
I. W. Manning) in the Chair.

Division-The West Australian Meat
Export Works, £901,000-put and Passed.

Division-Wyndhaml Freezing. Canning
and Meat Export Works, £1,441,655--

AIR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [2.12 am.]l: In recent
days I have had representations made to
mec that steps are being taken by big in-
terests to threaten certain people in the
north, that unless they sell out, no cattle
will be available to them.

I have heard that several ministers of
the Government propose visiting Wynd-
ham very shortly. I would ask the Gov-
ernment whether it has in contemplation
the early disposal of the Wyndham Meat
Works to these persons who are travelling
about the country buying up cattle sta-
tions, and buying up meatworks.

MR. COURT (Nedlands.-Minister for
the North-West) [2.15 a.m.): The fact
that four Ministers are going into the
north after the parliamentary recess is
purely coincidental. One is the Minister
for Police, who has special duties, and
this visit will be welcomed by the local
member. Another is the Minister for Local
Government, who will be visiting Wynd-
ham just after the local government elec-
tions there. As far as I am concerned, I
shall be going to Broome, Derby. Icunun-
urra, and Wyndham to keep appointments.
The Minister for Works is travelling
separately.

So far as I know no other Minister is
directly connected with the Wyndham
Meat Works, which comes under my port-
folio as Minister for the North-West. I
can assure the honourable member there
is nothing sinister about this visit. It so
happens I am going up there to make the
necessary inspections to Onailise the five-
year rehabilitation programme of the
Wyndhiam Meat Works, which is to be
done by the State. The programme has
to be undertaken over a period of five
years, because we do not want to burden
the pastoralists with the cost, and we will
implement it over that period of time out
of the actual earnings of the meatworks.

It is true that a public announcement
has been made that a company has pur-
chased the Broome freezing and killing
works. This Is owned by the Farrell
brothers, and any negotiations for the
purchase of that undertaking have been
conducted between the buyer and the
seller, although the Government has a
financial interest in it through the ad-
vance of finance. Before anything is
agreed to the Government would have to
be paid, or be secured. This has nothing
to do with the Wyndham Meat Works, and
there is no suggestion in the minds of the
Government of disposing of the Wyndhamn
Meat Works.

Division put and passed.

Divisions-State Shipping
E2,572,997; State Engineering
£625,000-put and passed.

Service,
Works,
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Report
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.
This concluded the Estimates of the

State Trading Concerns for the year.

CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading
MR. COURT (Nedlsands,-Minlzter for

Industrial Development) (2.20 a.m.]: I
Move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill to amend the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act is the measure referred
to when the Government's Bill to amend
the Electoral Districts Act was explained
to the House recently. It will be recalled
that, on that occasion, the import of this
measure was explained to members in
general terms, it being pointed out in ad-
dition that its clauses would contain
necessary complementary provisions to
those contained in the Electoral Districts
Act, providing for the appointment of
electoral commissioners who are to carry
ojut a redivision of the State into 15
electoral provinces, as compared with 10
as now existing.

In the drafting of this measure, it was
assumed, quite rightly, that the Constitu-
tion Acts Amendment and Revision Bill
w~ould become an Act, and be assented to
prior to this Bill being introduced. That
course of events has taken place and it is
accordingly competent for members, should
they so desire, to apply the provisions in
this Bill to the reprint of the Constitution
Acts Amendment Act distributed some
little time ago for the information of
members. I think all members have a
copy of this Act, which was prepared in
anticipation of the reprinting. This will
be a useful reference though the Proof
reprint may not necessarily provide a
strictly line to line reference. The re-
Print, nevertheless, provides easy and re-
liable reading of the principles contained
in the Constitution of the State.

Subsequent to the passing of the motion
in another place, as affecting in the main
the franchise of the Legislative Council,
the Government decided to subdivide the
State into 15 provinces of two members,
one of whom would come up for election
every three years, instead of a. third of
the number of sitting members in the 10
Provinces coming uip for election every
two years. This Bill is intended to meet
the eventualities which may occur between
the date of this Bill becoming operative
and the date of its affecting the 1968 elec-
tion.

Should, by some unexpected mischance,
there be discerned in the course of some
difficult and complex situation, any minor

weakness in the drafting of this measure,
and should this be discovered before the
first movement of the legislation takes
effect in 1965, opportunity would be taken
during the 1964 session of Parliament to
rectify the matter. It is not thought likely
that such a happening will come about.
for the matter has been studied very
closely in order to ensure the presentation
to Parliament of a measure which has
taken into consideration all the possibili-
ties and eventualities likely to occur in our
present knowledge of the situation.

In approaching the explanation of the
contents of this Bill, it might be pointed
out that though some of the clauses con-
tain merely machinery requirements, others
contain much more, and indeed completely
change the complexion of some of the
provisions in the Constitution Acts Amend-
ment Act. It is desirable, therefore, to
let members have a rather detailed ex-
planation of the clauses contained in this
Bill.

The Bill is drafted on the assumption
that the Constitution Acts Amendment
Act would have been assented to, as it
has now been. Clause 1 has reference in
this regard, though again members should
be reminded that the proof copy earlier
provided for information does not consti-
tute an official reprint.

In clause 2 there is the obvious require-
ment for the Bill to come into operation
from a date to be proclaimed. In clause
3 there is a consequential amendment.
As previously indicated, it is intended there
be 15 electoral provinces in lieu of 10;
and each of these will, in future, return
two members in lieu of three.

Clause 4 makes provision for the quali-
fication of a member of the Legislative
Council to be the same as that of a mem-
ber of the Legislative Assembly: that is,
one year's residence in the State instead
0± two as at present, and 21 years of age
as te qualifying age instead of 30 years
at present. So we will have conformity
as between both Houses of Parliament in
that direction.

Again, in clause 5, are contained pro-
visions as affecting existing members. The
term of office of the members due to 'retire
in 1964 is extended to 1965 under this
clause. Its provisions limit five of the 1966
retiring members to a term of service to
end on the 21st May, 1965, and it extends
the term of the other five 1966 members
to 1968. This provides machinery for 15
members to retire in May, :-65, and the
remaining 15 to retire in 1968. The 25
elected in 1965 will retire in 1971 and the
15 elected in 1968 will be retired in 1974,
and so the sequence will continue. This,
of course, brings the times and dates into
line with the expected general election.



[Thursday. 5 December. 1963.1 3*795

This clause is the one which facilitates
elections for the Legislative Council be-
coming triennial and not biennial as at
present, whilst the members' terms of office
will remain thereafter at six years.

It is intended that the 15 new electoral
provinces will come into operation as from
the 31st December, 1964.

There are provisions to meet the occur-
rence of a vacancy in a seat during the
period of the 1st January, 1965, and the
21st May, 1965. This is necessary be-
cause, other than by an effiuxion of time.
a member may vacate his seat. The Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act at present
specifies the date as the 21st January. This
probably came about because of the forma-
tion of the first Legislative Council about
that time. In the absence of any histori-
cal matter in that regard, no better
explanation is offered. This Bill, at any
rate, nominates the 1st January and win
bring the time between the present condi-
tions to the time of the election, which is
due to take place in 1965, closer.

The 1st January is favoured for all
purposes and the amendment will obviate
the hiatus and cover the difficulties sur-
rounding the case of a vacancy occurring
between the 1st January and the 21st
January. The Bill will also deal with the
situation arising from a member vacating
his seat other than by effiuxion of time
just prior to the 1st January, when there
would be no opportunity of having a by-
election in the normal course of events.

The new section 8(6) will cover the
difficult case of a vacancy occurring other
than by effluxion of time during the inter-
vening period until the 15 new provinces
come into being; that is, in circumstances
where there is insufficient time for a by-
election for the old provinces.

Such an occurrence could quite easily
come about unexpectedly. Taking the case
of a member who might die in November.
1964, for instance, in that event there
would not be the normal time for calling
nominations, their closing, issuing of the
writ, its return, and all other relevant
procedures.

Should such circumstances eventuate in
respect of a member deemed to come up
for election in 1965, a vacancy shall be
deemed to have occurred by effiuxion of
time. The new member will accordingly
be elected a~t the 1965 general election for
the Legislative Council and would sit and
vote after the 21st May.

Let us consider two sets of circum-
stances. Firstly, where a member might
vacate his seat other than by effiuxion
of time up to the date when a normal
by-election could be held; and, the second
circumstance in which it would be too
late for a by-election to be held and the
member's seat, therefore, coming into line
with the 1965 election.

When such a, vacancy occurs In the
seat of a 1968 member, it is provided that
the Houses of Parliament in this case sit-
ting and voting together could choose a
person to fill the vacancy. Should Parila-
ment not be in session at the relevant
time, it is provided that the Governor will
appoint such person. That Person must
either be confirmed at the next session of
Parliament, or, failing that, another per-
son chosen by Parliament to replace the
person appointed by the Governor. Mem-
bers will observe that is largely in line
with the situation that arises in connec-
tion with a Commonwealth vacancy for
the Senate, with the proviso that if
Parliament is not sitting an appointment
can be made by the Governor. When
Parliament does meet it can confirm that
appointment, or appoint another person.

It will be readily appreciated that these
Particular provisions gave cause to much
thought Prior to the preparation of the
Bill. It should be remembered this is a
set of circumstances that will only occur
for a short time pending the machinery
settling down. It is not a continuing
factor. With a view to meeting the cir-
cumstances of a member dying suddenly,
it was necessary to be doubly assured that
we would have a workable constitution.
Consideration was given to several cir-
cumstances which might occur and, as a
consequence, the Government has resorted
to the solution provided by the Senate and
Federal Parliament procedures as repre-
senting the most reasonable methods of
resolving the problem.

The Provisions in this Bill go a little
further in that regard by Making provi-
sion for the Governor to appoint a person
to represent the deceased member or a
member who has gone out for some
reason other than the effiuxion of time,
but Provision is made for the confirma-
tion by Parliament of such appointment.

As already explained, the reason for
this provision is that an unexpected event
may occur when Parliament is not in ses-
sion. Under the provisions of this Bill,
it would not be necessary to call Parlia-
ment together specifically for the purpose
of filling such a vacancy and it is thought
these Provisions should be accepted as be-
ing reasonable.

The new section 8 (a) to be inserted by
clause 6 Provides the machinery for
determining which five of the 10, 1966
members will go back to 1965 and which
five of the 10, 1966 members will go on to
1968. It is provided that the five mem-
bers who will go back a year will be those
with the lowest winning margin percent-
age as defined in the Bill.

In subsection 2 of the new section are
contained the procedures in respect of any
one of the five members, due to lose part
of his term or be given an extended term,
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who dies5, resigns, or is disqualified. The Bill
provides that the member who fills his
place shall be treated the same as the
member whose place he has filled.

In clause 7 is to be found the method
by which the 1968 members are to be al-
lotted provinces. Members will fully ap-
preciate, I am sure, the complexity of the
problems faeed in the framing of this par-
ticular clause. The method set out in the
Bill is regarded as a satisfactory solution
and is considered as reasonable.

It provides that if only one sitting mem-
ber applies to sit for an electoral province,
he shall be allotted that seat in the new
electoral province. If more than one
member applies in respect of a province,
the decision shall be determined by lot as
set out in the Bill. These, of course, are
sitting members in each case. There is
set out in clause 7 the basis on which the
Chief Electoral Officer, being the person
responsible, will conduct the lot covering
applications made by two members for the
same province.

Where a province had not been given or
allotted to a member as a result of an
application and, as a consequence, one or
perhaps two or more seats are left vacant,
then it will be competent for the Governor
by Order in Council to declare a member
to be the member for the province.

In order that there should be no doubt
as to the procedure to be followed, the
Bill makes provision, with respect to ap-
plications for provinces, that the pro-
vinces shall be dealt with alphabetically.
Otherwise, it would be difficult to de-
termine which provinces should be dealt
with first; whether this one should be
dealt with or another.

The names which the commissioners are
likely to give to the new provinces are not
known other than that the Electoral Dis-
tricts Act now directs that the provinces
shall be renamed. There appears to be no
fairer way of dealing with this problem.

The procedure provides that all pro-
vinces will be dealt with until the members
who were due to retire in 1968 have been
allotted a province. After that, the Gov-
ernor will be in a position to allot any
remaining provinces to any member who
had not been allotted one.

Clause 8 sets out the qualifications and
disqualifications of the electors for the
Legislative Council. These will, on the
passing of this measure be the same as
those for the Legislative Assembly. Ac-
cordingly, the Bill deletes the pro-
perty qualifications for an elector.
Clause 9 provides for the repeal of the
section enabling joint owners and occu-
piers to be registered as electors. Clause
10 repeals the existing disqualifications for
electors of the Legislative Council. Clai-e
11 contains an amendment which is c',n-
sequential on the State being divided 'nto
five new electoral provinces under the
Electoral Districts Act of 1963.

The intention of this measure is to
amend the Constitution Acts Amendment
Act in as fair a manner as possible to all
Parties with control sufficient to meet all
situations which in our present knowledge
might conceivably arise, in particular
through the changeover process from 10
Provinces of three members to 15 provinces
of two members.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Hawke (Leader of the Opposition).

BILLS (3): RETURNED
1. Alumina Refinery Agreement

Amendment Bill.
Act

2. Mining Act Amendment Bill (No. 3).
3. Administration Act Amendment Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

NATIVE WELFARE BILL
Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had disagreed to the
further amendment made by the Assembly
to the amendment made by the Council,
and insisted on its original amendment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[2.36 a.m.]: T move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11 am. today (Friday).

Question put and passed.

House adiourned at 2.37 a.m. (Friday)

?CUnitaliue Tonrit
Friday, the 6th December, 1963
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